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Finescale ‘OO’ is used to great effect on this 
home and exhibition Great Western layout.

42	 LOCH DHU – PART 5
	 Nigel Burkin shows how to assemble 

and install delayed-action automatic 
couplings to simplify shunting 
movements on the project micro-
layout. 

92	 DIGITAL SOUND
	 Paul Chetter adds DCC sound to 

Hornby’s compact ‘J50’ 0-6-0T, 
demonstrating how to make the most 
of the limited space available.

26	 S-STOCK 
ILLUMINATION

	 Mike Wild installs bespoke interior 
lights and sound to London 
Transport Museum’s recently 
released ‘OO’ gauge S-Stock unit.

30	 TRACK PLANS 
	 Mark Chivers presents a selection 
of track plans designed to expand 
on the typical ‘OO’ gauge train set, 
but still fit within a typical 6ft x 4ft 
footprint.

34	 GT3 – PART 1
	 Tim Shackleton recreates the 

experimental gas turbine 
GT3 ‘Jet Train’ in 4mm 
scale, gathering 
together components 
from several sources 
along the way.
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7	 EDITORIAL
Mike Wild welcomes you to the  
new issue of Hornby Magazine.

8	 UPDATE
Dapol debuts its Class 121/122, Hornby and 
Golden Valley Hobbies confirm liveries for their 
latest ‘OO’ projects, Oxford Rail unveils its latest 
‘OO’ decorated samples and we reveal new 
additions to the Great Electric Train Show line-up. 
Plus you could WIN a Hornby BR Crosti-boiler ‘9F’ 
2-10-0 in our latest competition.

16	 JACKSON BRIDGE
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Yorkshire Pennines during the 1950s as the setting 
for this stunning DCC controlled ‘OO’ scale layout.
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	 The Hornby Magazine team answer your 

modelling questions and queries.
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	 The Class 73 electro-diesel represented a versatile 

go-anywhere locomotive type. With release of 
the new Dapol model, Evan Green-Hughes looks 
back at their history.

 

96	 OLDSHAW	  
	 This ‘EM’ gauge BR Western Region exhibition 

layout set in the late 1980s/early 1990s packs 
a lot into a small space, with branch passenger 
services sharing the single-track line with china 
clay and mineral trains.
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fundamental to the safe operation of the railway. 
Evan Green-Hughes takes a closer look at the 
fascinating history of braking systems on Britain’s 
railways.
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changes, installation of point motors and more, 
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Hornby Magazine team undertake 
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operational ‘OO’ gauge British 
Railways Western Region roundhouse 
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BUILDING A layout 
against the clock 
isn’t everybody’s 
first choice for a 
new project, but 
it was great fun 
putting together our 
first 24hr challenge 
layout for this 
issue. We enjoyed 
every minute of it.

It isn’t the first time we’ve attempted 
something like this - and it certainly won’t 
be the last either! We wanted to get back to 
the grass roots of what makes this magazine 
- and hobby - what it is: building layouts.

Many will be aware of exploits in 
layout construction through the annual 
Hornby Magazine Yearbooks and Nigel 
Burkin has also delivered plenty of layout 
construction material through Wheal 
Annah and Loch Dhu. As an editorial 
team though we needed to get back into 
layout building for the magazine too.

That is where the 24hr challenge projects 
come in. They get us back into modelling 
and producing finished layouts which 
are well within the reach of anyone.

The plan for the first challenge was 
driven by accessories - mainly ADM 

Welcome

Mike Wild
Editor, Hornby Magazine
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modelling interests. Topping the billing 
is Heljan’s ‘O’ gauge model of Brush 
prototype Falcon together with Hornby’s 
new ‘bow-end’ Collett carriages. 

Also worthy of note is Oxford Rail’s 
second Adams ‘Radial’ 4-4-2T. The 
newcomer has pulled out the stops to 
make this version even better than the first 
(HM103) with modifications to the chassis, 
tooling and manufacturing process.

Model railway news never sleeps and as 
this issue closed for press we were gearing 
up to visit the Bachmann Showcase 2016 
for the launch of the Bachmann ‘OO’ and 
Graham Farish ‘N’ gauge 2016/2017 ranges. 
We’ll be bringing you a full report on this 
in the next issue of Hornby Magazine, 
but if you can’t wait until then visit our 
website at www.hornbymagazine.com 
where we will be hosting details of the 
new announcments alongside our specially 
produced video content for this issue.

Happy modelling!

PLUS!

THE EDITOR’S PAGE

Turntables’ indexing drive turntable and 
Kernow Model Rail Centre’s Cornish 
roundhouse sections and it goes to show 
that inspiration for a model can come from 
anywhere. A single building, carriage, 
wagon or locomotive is all it needs to get 
ideas flowing and a new project underway.

Of course this issue isn’t just about 
the challenge. We’ve brought together a 
collection of hands-on features covering 
everything from simple lighting installation 
for the London Transport Museum S 
Stock to making auto-couplings and even 
building a 4mm scale model of English 
Electric gas turbine prototype GT3.

If you are looking for inspiration 
then we have plenty of that too with 
a collection of track plans for 6ft x 4ft 
baseboards, three stunning layouts and 
a chance to win a Hornby Crosti ‘9F’ - it 
might just inspire a few new projects.

The recent Model Rail Scotland event 
in Glasgow also saw a number of model 
developments showcased including Dapol’s 
Class 68 and Hornby’s ‘B12’ 4-6-0 for ‘OO’ 
together with new samples of Oxford Rail’s 
‘Dean Goods’ 0-6-0 and goods wagons which 
were announced in January (HM105). 

The review section is filled with the 
latest releases from across the spectrum of 

ISSUE GUIDE

STEP BY STEP GUIDES

Our exclusive competition 
offers the chance to win a 
Hornby BR Crosti ‘9F’ 2-10-0  
in ‘OO’ worth £120.  

Turn to page 12 to find out how to enter.

The Hornby Magazine 
team takes on a 
challenge to build 
a working shed 
scene in 24hrs or 
less. Find out how 
this Western Region 
theme project was 

designed, developed and built in our 
special feature.

Three great layouts feature in this issue: 
Jackson Bridge modelling Yorkshire in the 
1960s, Durston set in 1936 on the GWR and 
Oldshaw on the Western Region in the 1990s.

COMPETITION REVIEWED

INSPIRATION

SEE PAGE 74

SEE PAGES 16, 52 & 96

Track plans for 6ft x 4ft baseboards, auto-
couplings explained, how to build English 
Electric gas turbine GT3 in ‘OO’, Class 73 
profile, Staff Projects, Reader Projects, 
Railway Realism, Show Guide and more.

‘O’ GAUGE 
FALCON

‘J50’ SOUND

UNDERGROUND
ILLUMINATION

12

92

26
Paul Chetter explains in detail how 
to install digital control and sound 
in Hornby’s new 0-6-0T.

We show you how to install interior 
lighting and sound in London 
Transport Museum’s S Stock.
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HORNBY ‘B12’ MOVES  
TOWARDS PRODUCTION

HORNBY has received 
the first running sample 
of its forthcoming 
‘OO’ gauge Holden 

‘B12’ 4-6-0 for evaluation by 
the company’s engineers.

Announced at the 2015 Warley 

National Model Railway Exhibition 
in November (HM103), it will feature 
locomotive drive, a tender-mounted 
8-pin Digital Command Control 
(DCC) decoder socket, provision for 
a DCC speaker and small tension 
lock couplings in NEM pockets. 

The tooling will also cater for 
detail variations including smooth 
and riveted smokebox types and 
fluted and plain coupling rods.

Three versions are planned 
in LNER apple green (Cat No. 
R3430), BR lined black with early 

crests (R3431) and BR lined 
black with late crests (R3432).

Priced at £144.99 each, 
release is expected during 
the fourth quarter of 2016.
l Visit www.hornby.com 
for more details.

Hornby confirms Peckett liveries
Hornby has issued artwork for 
its forthcoming ‘OO’ gauge 
Peckett ‘W4’ 0-4-0STs.

Three models will form the 
initial releases as 563 Dodo 
in ex-works Peckett light 
green (Cat No. R3427), 11 in 
Manchester Ship Canal green 
(R3428) and D in Huntley and 
Palmers light blue (R3429).

Each locomotive will feature 
a 4-pin Digital Command 
Control (DCC) decoder 
socket and small tension lock 
couplings in NEM pockets.

Prices are set at £79.99 per 
model with release currently 
scheduled for October 2016.
l Visit www.hornby.com 
for more information. 

8  April 2016	   www.hornbymagazine.com
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Golden Valley Hobbies (GVH) has 
confirmed the four liveries for 
its new ‘OO’ gauge model of the 
Yorkshire Engine Company ‘Janus’ 
0-6-0 diesel shunter (HM103). 

Decoration artwork has been 
completed for three of the four 
models in British Steel yellow and 
white (Cat No. GV2013), British 
Petroleum light blue (GV2014) 

and Port of London Authority 
dark blue (GV2015) while the 
fourth, in National Coal Board blue 
(GV2012), is nearing completion.

Produced by Oxford Rail 
exclusively for Golden Valley 
Hobbies, the models will feature 
a die-cast metal chassis, five-
pole skew-wound motor, Digital 
Command Control (DCC) decoder 

socket and NEM coupling 
pockets. Price and release date 
are yet to be confirmed. 

Four triple-packs of wagons 
are planned to accompany the 
locomotives based on Oxford 
Rail’s popular seven-plank 
open wagon. These will be 
presented in National Coal Board 
(GV6012), British Steel (GV6013), 

British Petroleum (GV6014) 
and Port of London Authority 
(GV6015) colours. Each wagon 
will feature a different running 
number in the triple packs.   

Priced at £29.99 per 
pack, a delivery date has 
yet to be confirmed.
l For more information visit 
www.goldenvalleyhobbies.com

Golden Valley confirms Janus liveries

Oxford Rail showcases decorated 

Decorated samples of Oxford Rail’s newly 
announced ‘OO’ gauge models (HM105) 
were on show at Model Rail Scotland in 
late February. Headlining the stand was a 
second sample of the GWR ‘Dean Goods’ 
0-6-0 with basic livery colours applied. The 
model is expected to be released in the 
third quarter of 2016 priced at £112.95.

Also shown were samples of the LNER 
10ton cattle wagon in LNER and BR 
bauxite, private owner versions of the 
North British Railway four-plank open 
wagon and LNER and BR grey North 
Eastern Railway six-plank open wagons.
l Visit www.oxfordrail.com 
for more information.

SAMPLES IN SCOTLAND

Above: Decorated LNER cattle wagon.
Below: ‘Dean Goods’ base colour sample.

Top: Decorated North Eastern Railway 
six-plank open wagon in BR grey.

Above: Decorated North British Railway 
four-plank open wagon.

www.hornbymagazine.com 	 April 2016   9 »



DAPOL REVEALS ‘BUBBLE CAR’         FIRST SHOTS

Revolution Trains’ first ready-to-run 
‘N’ gauge model is edging closer to 
production following the receipt of 
a decorated running sample of its 
Virgin Trains Class 390 Pendolino 
Electric Multiple Unit (EMU) 
during February for evaluation.

Available in five-car, nine-car and 
11-car sets, along with a two-car 
intermediate add-on pack, the 

model specification includes low 
friction drive, directional and 
interior lighting, close coupling 
within sets, Digital Command 
Control (DCC) decoder socket 
and removable front panels.

Prices range from £110 for a 
DCC ready five-car set to £440 for 
a factory-fitted DCC sound 11-car 
model with pre-orders expected 

to close at the end of March.
The company’s other ‘N’ gauge 

projects including the VTG/
Greenbrier 100tonne TEA bogie 
tank wagons and Class 320/321 
EMUs are also progressing. The TEA 
tanks are currently in production 
while interest in the EMU project 
has been sufficient to progress 
plans. Liveries anticipated for 

the initial batch include Network 
SouthEast, London Midland 
and First Group for the Class 321 
and Scotrail for the Class 320. 
l Revolution’s proposed ‘N’ 
gauge Class 21/29 project has 
been dropped due to low levels 
of interest in the model.
l Visit www.revolutiontrains.
com for more details.

Revolution Trains forges ahead with Pendolino

10  April 2016	   www.hornbymagazine.com
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DAPOL REVEALS ‘BUBBLE CAR’         FIRST SHOTS News in brief...

THE FIRST SAMPLE 
of Dapol’s new 
‘OO’ gauge Class 
122 ‘bubble car’ 

has been shown by the 
manufacturer alongside the 
first decorated samples of its 
rapidly developing Vossloh 
Class 68 Bo-Bo diesel. The Class 
122 features separately fitted 
underframe components and 

is now being inspected by the 
Dapol team. Release dates 
have yet to be confirmed.

The first Class 68 livery sample 
to be shown is 68010 in Chiltern 
Railways colours with further 
samples of the DRS and ScotRail 
locomotives due to arrive with 
the manufacturer during March.
l Visit www.dapol.co.uk 
for more information.

n Two ‘O’ gauge limited editions 
have been commissioned by 
DCC Supplies using Dapol’s soon 
to be released Class 08 diesel 
shunter and recently launched 
Stroudley ‘Terrier’ 0-6-0T. The 
Class 08 will be produced as 
D3101 in BR green with early 
crests and wasp stripes with a 
price of £199.95 while the ‘Terrier’ 

will be ‘A1X’ 2662 in Bulleid black 
with sunshine lettering priced 
at £225. Both will be available 
with the option of sound fitting, 
increasing the price to £399. 
Limited to 300 models each, 
the two specials are expected 
to be available in the summer.
l Visit www.dccsupplies.
com for more information.

The first batch of Freightliner HIA 
limestone hoppers from Dapol are 
due to arrive in March. The models 
have been produced for ‘OO’ gauge.

 Dapol has now announced that 
there will be four Freightliner green 
and two white versions of the 
model with the arrival of the final 
decorated samples. Each will feature 
turned metal wheels, NEM coupling 
pockets and internal hopper detail. 

The models are: 369008 in 
Freightliner green (4F-026-001), 
369052 in Freightliner green (4F-
026-002), 369027 in Freightliner 
white (4F-026-003), 369044 in 
Freightliner white (4F-026-004), 
369002 in Freightliner green 
(4F-026-005) and 369020 in 
Freightliner green (4F-026-006). 
Prices are set at £24.90 per wagon.
l Visit www.dapol.co.uk.

DAPOL HIA HOPPERS

n Revolution Trains has 
confirmed that interest in its 
proposed ‘OO’ gauge VTG/
Greenbrier 100tonne TEA bogie 
tank wagons has reached the 
required level for production.

Five single TEA bogie tank 
wagons will be produced 
in VTG red, VTG grey, VTG 
Conoco blue, Freightliner 
green and DB Schenker EWS 

grey, while a similar number 
of triple wagon packs are also 
proposed in VTG red, VTG 
grey, VTG enviro-message 
blue, DB Schenker EWS grey 
and Greenergy blue/green.

Currently at the design stage, 
prices are estimated in the 
region of £35-£40 per wagon. 
l For more information visit 
www.revolutiontrains.com

n Following the high-profile 
return to steam of the National 
Railway Museum’s (NRM) Gresley 
‘A3’ 4-6-2 60103 Flying Scotsman 
in February, Locomotion Models 
has announced a new limited 
edition train pack for its National 
Collection in Miniature range.

Commissioned from Hornby, 
each pack will contain a pristine 
‘OO’ gauge model of 60103 Flying 
Scotsman in BR lined green with 
late crests together with its NRM 

support coach BR Mk 1 Corridor 
Brake Second (BSK) 99953 in 
BR maroon. The locomotive 
will feature a gloss finish to its 
overall decoration, replicating the 
recently outshopped appearance 
of the real locomotive.

Priced at £185 per pack, 
pre-orders are being taken 
now, with delivery anticipated 
during July 2016.
l For more information visit 
www.locomotionmodels.com

n 4Ground has added a new 
‘OO’ gauge engine shed to its 
trackside and waterways range 
of laser-cut kits. Manufactured 
from pre-coloured wood fibre 
and laser board parts, the 4mm 
scale Hanford single-track 

engine shed kit (Cat No. 00-TS-
109) measures 270mm x 80mm 
and is the latest addition to the 
Hanford range of Great Western 
Railway inspired building kits. 
Priced at £42, it is available now. 
l www.4groundtrackside.co.uk 

n Kernow 
Model Rail 
Centre has 
added an 
additional 
‘OO’ gauge 
Bachmann 
Southern 
Railway (SR) 
25ton ‘Queen Mary’ bogie brake 
van to its range of exclusive 
limited edition models. Finished 
in BR engineers’ grey with a 
light blue band as ADS56289 
(Cat No. 33-825X), the model 
represents the prototype 
in the late-1980s and early-

1990s when it was utilised 
for departmental gauging 
trials and Channel Tunnel 
construction traffic on BR’s 
Southern Region. Available now, 
the model is priced at £24.95. 
l For more information visit  
www.kernowmodelrailcentre.com

n The winner of HM104’s competition to win more than £400 of Hornby 
Railroad models is Peter Harris from Stansted. Congratulations!

HORNBY RAILROAD WINNER

Top left: First decorated sample of the Dapol 
‘OO’ gauge Class 68 in Chiltern grey and silver.
 
Above: First engineering prototype for the 
Dapol ‘OO’ Class 122. Images: www.ehattons.com
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DISCOUNTED TICKETS 
offering early entry to 
the Great Electric Train 
Show are on sale now 

offering a saving of £5 on buying 
tickets on the day. The event on 
October 8/9 is in its fourth year 
and will see more than 25 layouts 

and 30 traders gather at the British 
Motor Museum in Warwickshire.

New to the line-up are Soar 
Valley Model Railway Club’s 
stunning O’ gauge layout The 
Charnwood Forest Branch (HM99/
HM100), Tom Couling’s Yorkshire-
set Poole-in-Wharfedale in ‘OO’ 

Advance ticket 
sales open for...

(HM104) and Brian Woolrich’s 
GWR through station Durston 
– see feature on pages 52-59.

These three layouts join the 
first six announced in HM105: 
Old Elms Road (HM105), Maxwell 
Colliery (HM105), Dentdale 
(HM95), Haymarket Cross 
(HM59), Goathland (HM99) 
and St Stephens Road. Further 
layouts will be revealed in coming 
issues as the show gets closer.

Full details of the exhibition and 
advance ticket purchases can be 
made at www.greatelectrictrainshow.
com while advance tickets can 
also be purchased by phone on 
01780 480404. Advance ticket 
holders gain entry to the show 30 
minutes earlier at 9.30am whilst 
retaining the benefit of full access 
to the museum and use of the free 
courtesy bus from Leamington Spa 
railway station on the Saturday only.

GREAT ELECTRIC TRAIN SHOW LAYOUTS 2016 – SO FAR…

NAME	 SCALE	 PERIOD	 FEATURED
Old Elms Road	 ‘OO’	 1950s/1960s	 HM105
Maxwell Colliery	 ‘OO’	 1990s	 HM105
Poole-in-Wharfedale	 ‘OO’	 1950s	 HM104
Haymarket Cross	 ‘OO’	 1960s	 HM59
Dentdale	 ‘N’	 1960s or 2000s	 HM95
Goathland	 ‘OO’	 2000s	 HM99
Charnwood Forest Branch	 ‘O’	 1950s	 HM99/HM100
Durston	 ‘OO’	 1936	 HM106
St Stephens Road	 ‘OO’	 1950s/1960s	 Yearbook No. 4

THE GREAT ELECTRIC TRAIN SHOW 2016

When:	 October 8/9 2016
Where:	 British Motor Museum, Gaydon, Warwickshire CV35 0BJ
Times:	 Sat 10am-5pm, Sun 10am-4pm (9.30am entry for 

advance tickets)
Advance tickets:	Adult £9, child £7
Tickets on day:	 Adult £14, concession £12, child £9, children under 5 

free, family (2+2) £39
Highlights:	 25 layouts, 30 trader stands plus demonstrations, 

redeveloped museum
Facilities:	 Refreshments, disabled access, free parking plus free 

courtesy bus from Leamington Spa station (Saturday 
only).

Contact:	 01780 755131
Website:	 www.greatelectrictrainshow.com

Send your answer in by visiting www.hornbymagazine.com and fill in the 
entry form. Or send your answer, subscriber number (if applicable), and full 
contact details on a postcard to ‘Hornby Magazine 9F competition’,  
Key Publishing, PO Box 100, Stamford, Lincolnshire PE9 1XQ. Alternatively, 
send the same details by e-mail to competitions@keypublishing.com 
with ‘Hornby Magazine 9F competition’ in the subject field. 

WINA Hornby Crosti ‘9F’!

Hornby’s ‘OO’ gauge RailRoad Crosti ‘9F’ models 
the small class of 10 2-10-0s built between 1954 
and 1955 at Crewe Works which were fitted with 
Franco Crosti boilers. This month Hornby Magazine 
is giving away BR late crest 92023 with smoke 
deflector, worth £120! All you have to do to enter 
the competition is answer the following simple 
question before the closing date of April 25 2016.

WORTH 
£120! a. 10            b. 9            c. 8

QUESTION: How many Crosti ‘9Fs’ were built?

HOW TO ENTER
RULES: Strictly no multiple entries. 
The winner will be the first correct 
answer drawn at random immediately 
after the closing date. There is no cash 
alternative, and no correspondence can 
be entered into. The competition is not 
open to employees of Key Publishing 

or Hornby Magazine. The Marketing 
Manager’s decision is final. The winner 
will be notified by post, and will be 
published in HM108. The closing date 
for entries is April 25 2016 and winners 
will be notified within a week of the 
closing date. No purchase necessary.

Soar Valley 
MRC’s stunning 

Charnwood Forest 
Branch (HM99/

HM100) is set to 
impress offering 
50ft of ‘O’ gauge 
and three-sided 

viewing.

UPDATE
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BRIDGEJ
Four members of the Sheffield Model Railway 
Enthusiasts set out to build a model railway inspired 
by Yorkshire’s Pennine scenery. RICHARD SMITH and 
BRIAN WHEELAKER explain how this ‘OO’ exhibition 
layout was planned, built and operated. 
PHOTOGRAPHY, MIKE WILD.
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L
AYOUTS are conceived in 
many different ways. Some 
are drawn up on scrap paper 
in the local or inspired by 
endless hours of spotting at 
the local station. For our little 

group the conception was simply listening 
and talking to club members’ ideas.

For some 10 years we have had a 
layout in the club called Dale Road, now 
dismantled to make way for the next 

project. Dale Road had been built by three 
of the four involved with Jackson Bridge 
as well as other members and it had been 
the first proper layout built for many 
involved. It was a testbed for new ideas 
and it made an appearance at the Sheffield 
Model Railway Enthusiasts (Sheffield MRE) 
show once in a while. Other members had 
sound-fitted Digital Command Control 
(DCC) locomotives and listening to them 
got the cogs turning for our ‘what if’ layout. 

Gresley 
‘J39’ 0-6-0 

64838 draws a rake 
of flats loaded with 
new tractors across 
the junctions at 
Jackson Bridge.

1
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STATISTICS
Owner:	 Sheffield MRE
Scale:	 ‘OO’
Length:	 16ft
Width:	 2ft
Track:	 Peco code 100
Control:	 DCC, NCE Powercab
Period:	 North Eastern Region, late 1950s



THE PLAN
Jackson Bridge is a small and characterful 
village south of Huddersfield in West 
Yorkshire - in the area well known for 
the long-running TV series Last of the 
Summer Wine. The two valleys to the 
north had lines built by the Lancashire 
& Yorkshire Railway which opened 
to Holmfirth in 1850 and Meltham in 
1869. An old Ordnance Survey map 
showed a short branch line not far from 
Hazelhead. Further research suggested 
this line was opened by the Manchester 
Sheffield & Lincolnshire Railway which 

we believe was to serve a local colliery.
If this line had been extended - albeit 

down a steep gradient with costly 
engineering works - it would have 
emerged at Jackson Bridge. The line 
could have continued to Huddersfield 
with a junction provided at either 
Thongsbridge or Brockholes. The line 
would have been a useful minor route 
from Manchester and Stockport to 
Huddersfield, Halifax and Bradford. 

Although Meltham and Holmfirth lost 
their passenger services before the fall 
of Beeching’s axe, our supposed link 

would have saved passenger services 
at Jackson Bridge until final closure 
in 1965. This is the back story for our 
‘what if’ layout set in West Yorkshire.

Our usual layout planning methods 
don’t just consist of standing around 
listening to models making a noise. Most 
people would plan the track layout, basic 
structures and scenery first and only 
then build the baseboards. We did not 
do it this way. Space in the clubrooms 
limited us to a 16ft run but this wasn’t a 
problem as we wanted something easy 
to erect and dismantle that could fit in 



our cars to transport to exhibitions.
Wanting to take our modelling skills 

up a notch particularly in regards to 
the scenery, we needed enough space 
to do the Pennine landscape justice. 
The layout would also have to occupy 
two operators, offer shunting while 
allowing other trains to run and offer 
continuous working. Viewing sections 
were to occupy as much space as possible 
so fiddle yards were to be minimal.

DCC sound was a must have, offering 
sound effects such as buffering up and 
flange squeal. Not all club members wanted 
steam and whistle sounds on club nights 
so the layout would have to be wired 
for both analogue and DCC operation.

There are currently eight DCC sound 
locomotives that belong to two members 
of the team. Any other additions would 
be expensive to the rest of us so it is very 
unlikely that there would be any additions.

CONSTRUCTION
Unfortunately this is the area which led to 
something of a downfall for me. Four 4ft x 
2ft baseboards were built with the frames 
made of 3in x 0.5in softwood with 9mm 
plywood tops. 2in x 2in softwood was used 
for the legs which tightly slot between the 
sideframes before being secured with coach 
bolts and having cross members added 
for rigidity. There are three sub-boards 
which lean onto a main board before also 
being secured with bolts. The viewing 
height is set at 3ft 6in to avoid backache 
during construction and at exhibitions. 
We finally used 3mm hardboard at 
around 10in high for the backscene.

Having built all the solid top boards we 
started working on the trackplan and basic 

Above: A ‘J39’ shunts the goods yard as a 
Scammell Scarab exits across the river.

Left: An Ivatt ‘2MT’ 2-6-2T departs with a 
short parcels working while a BR ‘4MT’ 

2-6-4T waits in the terminus platform with a 
passenger working for Huddersfield.
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16 ft

2 ft

River

Footbridge

Goods shed

KEY 

JACKSON BRIDGE TRACK DIAGRAM (Not to scale)

Loading dock

Signalbox

Bowling green

Working men’s club

Station building

Office

Public house

Water tower

Storage yard

scenery heights. Then ideas began forming 
about including a river. How was I going to 
add a river having already built the boards? 

SCENERY
The landforms are made up from 
polystyrene and covered in plaster painted 
brown. A couple of huts are leftover 
items from elsewhere. The pigeon loft is 
a bought item from Harburn Hobbies but 
the rest of the buildings are scratchbuilt 
from good quality picture framing 
card faced with Slaters plasticard. 

Windows and doors are mainly Peco, 
with some from Kestrel, Ratio and 
Dornaplas. All buildings were scaled up 
from 80 photographs taken on site. The 
station is based on that at Brockholes but 
without the upper storey, now a private 
house. The water tower is also based on 
the structure there. The goods shed is 
still standing at Honley and is now a bus 
servicing depot. The factory has elements 
taken from the mill in Jackson Bridge while 
the pub, working men’s club, cottages 
and houses are also to be found there. 

The mill and the three-storey houses 
we were told dated from the 1820s. 
This individual terrace of houses once 
had weavers’ hand looms in them. 
They were also used as Clegg’s, Pearl’s 
and Howard’s houses in Last of the 
Summer Wine. The White Horse public 
house has similarly been spotted as 
Clegg’s local in a few episodes.

The buildings are placed not in actual 
relation to each other but in the space 
available to portray a Pennine landscape. 
This might upset some but since there 
was never a railway in any case, we felt 
entirely justified in doing so. Parts from 
Airfix/Dapol are used in the signalbox, 
road bridge, footbridge and factory water 
tower. Weathering is by pastel crayons 
rubbed on with the finger and then sprayed 

“We needed enough 
space to do the  

Pennine landscape 
justice.” 

RICHARD SMITH
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Right: ‘J39’ 
64848 shunts 

the tractor factory 
sidings collecting 

new vehicles 
for onward 
movement.

Below: 
Gresley ‘K3’ 
2-6-0 61823 

approaches with 
a through goods 

as a Cravens 
DMU departs for 

Huddersfield.

4
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with hair lacquer to avoid smudging.
The station platform is a card framework 

covered with card from packets of cereal 
and is largely unpainted as we think 
the colour is fine as it is. The rock faces 
are from plaster, carved and painted 
appropriately. The river and stream are 
the well-tried layers of varnish over a 
dark brown base colour – that’s how we 
resolved that issue! The weir is made from 
corrugated plasticard and the flat stones 
from torn card. The irregular stones are 
different grades of ballast and grit taken 
from bins for use on the road in winter. 
Some white detailing was put on top 
of the varnish using gouache paint.

Wizard Models (Model Signal 
Engineering) provided parts for the point 
rods, gantry signal and yard lamps. Other 

lamps, action figures and other detailing 
parts are from Langley and Ratio. Ground 
cover is a mixture of teddy bear fur, hanging 
basket liner and old-style carpet underlay. 
Trees are heather twigs with foliage, ballast 
and other scatter material from Woodland 
Scenics. The brambles are from horsehair. 
The backscene consists of photographs 
taken in the hills above Jackson Bridge and 
stitched together using computer software. 

TRACK AND CONTROL
The track used is Peco Streamline code 
100; all the points used are large radius 
Peco code 100 from the live frog range. 
Although this not 100% accurate for 
British track, once ballasted, painted and 
weathered it looks the part. Track was laid 
directly onto the boards to achieve a flat 

look typical of many branch lines with 
no apparent ballast ‘shoulder’. Points and 
signals (main aspects only rather than the 
shunt signals) are operated via the wire in 
tube method with one electrically operated 
Dapol signal just by the tunnel mouth.

ROLLING STOCK
For exhibitions rolling stock is confined 
to the bread and butter locomotives to be 
found on such a branch line – there are no 
big ‘Pacifics’ here. However, club nights 
are a different matter. Locomotives are all 
from Bachman and Hornby and run very 
well as long as the wheels and track are 
kept clean. They are lightly weathered and 
detailed, as is the coaching and freight stock. 
Typically, freight and passenger trains from 
Huddersfield terminating at Jackson Bridge 



consist of suburban non-corridor coaches 
hauled by a Fairburn ‘4MT’ 2-6-4T, ‘Black 
Five’ 4-6-0 and Ivatt ‘2MT’ 2-6-2T. Trains 
from the Manchester end provide some 
Eastern Region variety with ‘J39’ 0-6-0s, ‘V3’ 
2-6-4Ts and ‘K3’ 2-6-0s. We also have Diesel 
Multiple Units from both regions. The new 
Thompson and Gresley suburban coaches 
by Hornby will find a ready home at Jackson 
Bridge too in the future. Our factory turns 
out tractors, paying homage to the Meltham 
branch where there was a David Brown 
factory. Flat trucks are pushed in to emerge 
later with a tractor on board. The door is 
operated by pulling on fishing line and has a 
flashing welding light from Express Models 
to make it look as if something is happening.

THE FUTURE
We have yet to install a remote uncoupling 
system and are experimenting with different 
versions. We are also working towards a 
timetable sequence to provide some purpose 
and variety. In reality of course, a branch 
such as this would only have one goods 
train per day and the same locomotives and 
coaches time and time again. We are aiming 
for a sequence that will avoid repetition 
for the onlooker as well as operators. As a 
starting point we have a timetable provided 
by a member who is a signalman on the 
rail network. We can offer no excuses 
therefore if we have our signalling wrong!

We are considering the possibility of 
amending the period we have set the 
layout to allow a little more flexibility on 
locomotive types available for exhibition. 
There is a new layout under construction 
in the clubrooms too and we may also 
be able to link Jackson Bridge to this in 
the future, which would provide greater 
flexibility on how the layout is operated. 
If a link is not possible we may have to 
rethink the fiddle yards which have proven 
a little more restrictive than anticipated: 
this would also help by reducing the 
stock handling during exhibitions.

All in all the layout has proved very 
reliable and for the most part is enjoyable 
to operate. There are still a few kinks to 
work out - mostly around an automatic 
uncoupling method and getting the main 
signals on the platform to work more 
reliably - but we would say the layout 
is there or thereabout complete. 

Above: The home team is winning at Jackson Bridge bowling green.

Below: With a mixture of Thompson and BR Mk 1 stock behind a 
Gresley ‘V3’ 2-6-2T crosses onto the main line on a through working.
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ILLUMINATION
 UNDERGROUND

to see this in action

go online!Visit www.hornbymagazine.com

26  April  2016	

With the addition of 
passenger compartment 
lights the S8 unit takes 
on a much more realistic 
appearance – and all for 
only one hour’s work. The 
headlights are controlled 
via a Gaugemaster Omni 21-
pin DCC decoder fitted onto 
the model’s factory installed 
decoder socket.



Train-Tech has produced 
a bespoke set of interior 
lighting and sound units 
to enhance the London 
Transport Museum S 
Stock ‘OO’ gauge unit. 
MIKE WILD shows how 
to install them to make 
this attractive ready-to-
run unit even better.ILLUMINATION

TRANSPORT FOR LONDON’S 
underground stock always has 
its interior lights on whether 
they are running above or below 
ground. The 2015 released S8 
unit which was produced for the 

London Transport Museum by Bachmann had 
exterior lighting but nothing for the interior. 
That can now be corrected quickly and easily 
with this specially designed kit by Train-Tech.

This is more than just a lighting kit. Firstly it has 
been designed with ease of installation in mind. 
It requires no soldering and goes further than 
just illuminating the passenger compartments 
– it adds spark effects to the driving cars as 
well as the warning sounds played by the units 
for opening and closing of its sliding doors.

The process of installation is, just as the 
manufacturer suggests, simple. Remove the 
body from each vehicle as described in the 
instruction sheet, clip in a battery to each 
lighting strip and fix them to the roof with 
your choice of contact adhesive or Blu Tack.

The sound unit has been neatly 
designed to minimise its impact on the 
passenger compartment – in fact so 
good is its position that we struggled to 
get an image that shows its appearance 
above the windows after installation. 

The spark effect LEDs, which connect to 
pre-assembled connections on the driving 
car lighting strips, can be very simple to 
fit too. However, we decided to improve 
upon their appearance which adds a few 
minutes’ extra work to the process. Once 
you know how the parts go together there 
is no reason why the entire train couldn’t be 
equipped with lighting in under an hour.

The step by step guide shows the process 
of installation from start to finish making this 
unit ready to go to work underground. 

 INSTALLING LIGHTS AND SOUND IN S STOCKSTEP BY STEP
Beginner

Intermediate

AdvancedSKILL LEVEL

1

3

The Train-Tech lighting kit for the S Stock unit  
comes with all you need to equip a four-car unit.  
Additional strips are available to equip further carriages.

To power up each of the lighting strips clip in one of the supplied 
coin batteries and the lights will turn on. They are automatically 
configured to turn off after a certain period of inactivity to conserve 
battery life.

The centre trailer cars are the simplest to equip. Unclip the body from the chassis by running a fingernail 
along the bottom edge of the body. Use business cards to assist in keeping the body away from the 
chassis clips if necessary.

The lighting strips are designed to fit into S Stock carriages – and 
they do, perfectly. This is a lighting strip fitted into the roof using 
contact adhesive.

2

4

WHAT WE USED

PRODUCT	 MANUFACTURER	 CAT NO.	 PRICE
S Stock four-car set	 Bachmann	 39-990	 £280
S Stock four-car light and sound set	 Train-Tech	 CL151	 £89
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 INSTALLING LIGHTS AND SOUND IN S STOCKSTEP BY STEP
Beginner

Intermediate

AdvancedSKILL LEVEL

5

7

10

12 13

11

With the room lights turned on the effect of the new lights is subtle but effective. They give a realistic cool white light to the interior.

Next is the second centre trailer. This has been fitted with 
the light and sound module in the same way as the previous 
carriage. The sound module operates using Train-Tech’s motion 
sensors to operate only when the train comes to a stand.

Once installed the speaker is barely visible – we had to really stoop 
down to get this angle showing the speaker through the windows.

Turning to the driving cars – both follow the same process – 
the first job is to release the body from the chassis. Remove 
the two screws at the rear either side of the coupling…

…followed by 
the single screw 

ahead of the 
leading bogie. This 

will allow the body and 
chassis to separate  
easily for work on  
the interior.

9

Next, to make the installation as neat as possible 
we need to remove the seating unit. Three small 
crosshead screws hold this in place. 

With the seating 
unit removed we 
are ready to add 

the new internal 
components 

consisting of a 
lighting strip and 

a separate LED 
powered by the 

strip to represent 
sparking on 

the collector 
shoes.

The LED legs plug into this connector on the lighting strip. Check which way round the LED operates first 
before moving onto the next stage – this is important as the LED will only work one way round.

To make the installation neat and tidy and keep the LED as hidden as possible we extended the 
holes in the speaker cover with a drill and file. Take care doing this modification as the work comes 
very close to one of the tracks on the Printed Circuit Board. 

6

8
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14 15 16

18

The LED is fixed in place with Blu Tack for ease of 
movement and the speaker holes are covered 
with black insulation tape to ensure that any 
light from the LED only emits under the chassis.

To minimise obtrusion into the passenger compartment two 
1.5mm diameter holes were drilled in the centre of the speaker 
cover rather than removing this part altogether as suggested in 
the instructions. 

The disadvantage of not removing the speaker cover is fitting the body back 
on and correctly locating the LED legs into the connector on the lighting 
strip. Care and adjustment of the leg angles made this straightforward.

Underneath, the LED head pokes through the 
central speaker hole in the chassis. This neat 
installation is totally invisible when the model is on 
the track but accurately creates a sparking effect – 
a common sight with London Underground stock.

Now 
finished, 

the motor 
coach is ready to be 
added to the centre 
trailers leaving a repeat 
of the process for the 
other car to be done 
to complete the train. 
Simple but effective.

17

A District Line S7 
enters West Brompton 
on January 25 2016 
heading for Edgware 
Road. These new trains 
are a radical upgrade 
from the previous sub-
surface stock on the 
London Underground 
network. Mike Wild.

USEFUL LINKS

l The S Stock and lighting kit 
are available from the London 
Transport Museum shop. Visit www.
ltmuseumshop.co.uk 
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A TRAIN SET offers a great 
entry point to model railways, 
usually including a basic 
oval of track together with 
a locomotive, selection of 
rolling stock and sometimes 

accessories such as platforms or buildings. 
Over time additional track can be 

added enabling the basic oval to become 
something a little more impressive, perhaps 
with a continuous double loop and a few 
sidings. Space limitations, particularly in 
modern houses, also have to be taken 
into consideration and often this results in 
the model railway layout being limited in 
size. This is fine until you want to improve 
on the basic train set layout – do you go 
for a bigger baseboard or do you make 
better use of the one you already have?

The transition doesn’t always have to 
be huge - it could be as simple as adding 
a few extra sidings or an extra storage 
loop to allow you to have more than one 
or two trains on your layout at a time.

The following selection of ‘OO’ gauge 
track plans have been designed to take 
the train set concept forward whilst still 
maintaining a typical 6ft x 4ft footprint 
for the baseboard. Each offers something 
a little more exciting than the standard 
continuous loop scenario and most rely on 
standard sectional track components. 

Peco ‘OO’ gauge code 100 track has been 
used throughout the designs, which is fully 
compatible with standard Bachmann and 
Hornby sectional track included with train 
packs and sets. In some cases, lengths of 
flexible track have also been used to help 

transitions on some curves and these will 
require cutting to length with track cutters. 
In addition to being available in yard lengths, 
flexible track is also a cost-effective alternative 
to using standard sectional track pieces. 

Three of the designs retain continuous 
loop operation with variations, while there 
is also a self-contained end-to-end style 
depot layout which could be adapted for 
steam or diesel operation. In ‘OO’, a 6ft x 
4ft space is very quickly swallowed up so if 
you have more room available these plans 
could easily be adapted to suit your needs. 

A modicum of building skills may also 
be required as two of the designs feature 
elevated track sections for extra operational 
interest. That said, a selection of useful 
off-the-shelf accessories is available to 
help overcome any concerns you may have 
in creating an elevated track section on 
your layout such as Hornby’s inclined piers 
(Cat No. R658), elevated track support set 
(R909) and high level piers (R659). These 
elements combined with other products 
in the range such as the company’s girder 
bridge kit (R657), for example, could be 
used to support the elevated track sections 
as they pass over the lower tracks.

Whilst fictional in nature, these track 
plans are aimed primarily at having fun 
and seeing what can be achieved on a 6ft 
x 4ft baseboard. Each has been designed 
to feature something different to the 
norm whether it’s the sweeping upper 
level of Plan 1, the tightly formed hidden 
storage loop in the centre of Plan 2, the 
locomotive depot scene of Plan 3 or the 
raised branch line station section of Plan 4. 

Train sets are a great starting point for creating a 
model railway layout. MARK CHIVERS shows 
how they can be expanded easily to increase their 
interest and fun – and all within 6ft x 4ft.

 PLAN 1

PLAN 1 is ambitious but fun, as it features 
a single continuous circuit with passing 
loop, station, locomotive depot and 
turntable on the lower level as well as 

single track elevated section which gradually 
rises around the edge of the baseboard before 
sweeping back above the locomotive depot 
and regaining the single track section. Whilst 
track intensive, just seven points are required.

This scheme offers plenty of potential with 
its operating turntable and the visual drama 
of a train running on the elevated section. 
To achieve this, however, thought needs 
to be given to the gradient of the elevated 
section to enable your locomotive fleet to 
climb it successfully as well as the length 
of trains likely to be operated: otherwise it 
could become frustrating if locomotives slip 
to a stand. Placement of elevated section 
supports above the locomotive depot 
also requires careful planning to prevent 
fouling the turntable sidings beneath. 

The electrics for this layout also need 
consideration as the elevated section 

10

8

PLANS
BIG
for small spaces
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USEFUL LINKS

ADM Turntables	 www.admturntables.co.uk
Bachmann 	 www.bachmann.co.uk
Dapol	 www.dapol.co.uk
Hornby 	 www.hornby.com
Peco 	 www.peco-uk.com

 PLAN 1

creates a reverse loop which feeds back on 
itself - and will require wiring accordingly 
(see Nigel Burkin’s feature in HM103 on 
Digital Command Control reverse loops). 

The largest single outlay for this layout will 

be the turntable. For illustration purposes 
we have included the Hornby version (Cat 
No. R070), although there are alternatives 
available including ‘OO’ gauge examples from 
ADM Turntables, Dapol, Heljan and Peco. 

Turntable

Locomotive shed

Coaling stage

Water tower

Platform

Waiting room

Turntable road

Risers

Raised section

Elevated section
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7

7

4

4
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KEY PLAN 1 - WHAT WE USED

PRODUCT	 MANUFACTURER	 CAT NO.	 QUANTITY 
Turntable	 Hornby	 R070	 x1
Flexible track, yard length	 Peco	 SL-100	 x4 
Curved right-hand point	 Peco	 SL-86	 x1
Small radius left-hand point	 Peco	 SL-92	 x1
Medium radius right-hand point	 Peco	 SL-95	 x1
Standard straight	 Peco	 ST-200	 x6
Double straight	 Peco	 ST201	 x9
Short straight	 Peco	 ST202	 x2
Second radius standard curve	 Peco	 ST-225	 x5
Second radius double curve	 Peco	 ST-226	 x20
Second radius half curve	 Peco	 ST-227	 x1
Third radius standard curve	 Peco	 ST-230	 x1
Third radius double curve	 Peco	 ST-231	 x3
Curved double radius right-hand point	 Peco	 ST-244 	 x2
Curved double radius left-hand point	 Peco	 ST-245	 x2
NOTE: All track components listed are with code 100 rail.
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PLAN 3 utilises the 6ft x 4ft footprint 
of all the other layouts but differs in 
that it is a self-contained end-to-end 
operation featuring a locomotive 

depot as its main focus. At the top of the plan 
there are two hidden storage sidings to keep 
locomotives and any rolling stock ‘off scene’. 
A retaining wall backscene and overbridge 
mask these two sidings from general view.

To maximise the available space, three double-
slip crossings are utilised to ensure locomotives 
can easily shunt to and from the depot and 
turntable. Just seven turnouts are required. 

For this scheme we’ve assumed it to be a 
diesel locomotive depot with fuel storage tanks 
and inspection sheds but it could equally be 
customised for steam era modelling with coaling 
stages, ashpits and a water tower. Locomotive 
stabling sidings formed from flexible track 
radiate from the turntable while additional 
sidings are provided in the lower section of 
the plan which could accommodate fuel tank 
wagons and internal user box vans, offering 
plenty of scope to display your models. 

As with Plan 1 one of the largest outlays 
with this plan will be the turntable. We have 
included the Hornby version (R070).

PLAN 2 adds an inner circle to the 
basic double track continuous 
loop. This tight first radius circuit 
could be used for stock storage or 

as a means of extending the passage of a 
train, providing scope to run trains from 
the outer sidings to those situated in the 

centre of the layout by means of all three 
loops. As this inner loop comprises mainly 
first radius curves, you will need to be 
selective with the locomotives and rolling 
stock which operate on this section.

Whilst formed mainly of sectional track 
components, some flexible track has also 

 PLAN 2

 PLAN 3

been used to achieve the angles required 
for the inner loop and the curve leading 
up to it. Eleven points and a short crossing 
are required to complete the plan.

Originally intended to be hidden by 
a landscaped hill section with tunnel 
mouths at both entry/exit points, the first 
radius inner loop could also be useful 
for stabling short wheelbase freight 
trains between shunting duties. 

Elsewhere, the two main loops can be 
operated independently of each other while 
an interesting operating schedule would 
enable goods wagons to be transported 
from each set of sidings to another and so 
increase the operating potential of this plan.

Hidden storage yard
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Turntable
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PLAN 2 - WHAT WE USED

PRODUCT	 MANUFACTURER	 CAT NO.	 QUANTITY
Flexible track, yard length	 Peco	 SL-100	 x2 
Small radius right-hand point	 Peco	 SL-91	 x6
Small radius left-hand point	 Peco	 SL-92	 x3
Small radius crossing	 Peco	 SL-93	 x1
Standard straight	 Peco	 ST-200	 x10
Double straight	 Peco	 ST-201	 x3
Short straight	 Peco	 ST-202	 x1
First radius standard curve	 Peco	 ST-220	 x1
First radius double curve	 Peco	 ST-221	 x8
First radius half curve	 Peco	 ST-222	 x1
Second radius standard curve	 Peco	 ST-225	 x2
Second radius double curve	 Peco	 ST-226	 x10
Second radius half curve	 Peco	 ST-227	 x1
Third radius standard curve	 Peco	 ST-230	 x1
Third radius double curve	 Peco	 ST-231	 x11
Curved double radius right-hand point	 Peco	 ST-244	 x1
NOTE: All track components listed are with code 100 rail. 

PLAN 3 - WHAT WE USED

PRODUCT	 MANUFACTURER	 CAT NO.	 QUANTITY
Turntable	 Hornby	 R070	 x1
Flexible track, yard length	 Peco	 SL-100	 x9
Double-slip crossing	 Peco	 SL-90	 x3
Small radius right-hand point	 Peco	 SL-91	 x2
Medium radius right-hand point	 Peco	 SL-95	 x1
Standard straight	 Peco	 ST-200	 x3
Double straight	 Peco	 ST-201	 x2
Short straight	 Peco	 ST-202	 x4
Long straight	 Peco	 ST-204	 x3
Second radius standard curve	 Peco	 ST-225	 x1
Second radius double curve	 Peco	 ST-226	 x6
Second radius half curve	 Peco	 ST-227	 x1
Curved double radius right-hand point	 Peco	 ST-244	 x1
NOTE: All track components listed are with code 100 rail.

Hidden loop/storage

Sidings

Platform

Waiting room

Subway steps

Tunnel portals
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PLAN 4 is a split-level layout with 
double track continuous circuits, 
storage, a main line station and a 
branch line station on the upper level. 

The main line station features three platform 
faces, one of which can also host a branch 
line shuttle train. However, the branch line 
also has a main line connection enabling 
trains to cross between both sections. 

The elevated section of this plan requires an 
additional station and goods yard area to be 
constructed above the lower level and would 
effectively require its own baseboard, linked 
to an inclined section to gain the necessary 
height from the lower level. An island-style 
station platform is envisaged for this station, 
with a run-round loop on one of the tracks 
for extra flexibility. A goods yard with three 
sidings is also included. The upper section could 
be extended across further to provide some 
additional buildings or sidings if required.

Twelve points are required for this 
plan, including a double-slip and three-
way turnout for the branch station.

This is probably the most complex of the four 
schemes as the upper section will need to be 
carefully planned particularly to allow for point 
motor clearances to ensure they don’t interfere 
with the operation of trains on the loops below.

 PLAN 2

 PLAN 4

2

6

4

8

PLAN 4 - WHAT WE USED

PRODUCT	 MANUFACTURER	 CAT NO.	 QUANTITY
Flexible track, yard length	 Peco	 SL-100	 x10
Double-slip crossing	 Peco	 SL-90	 x1
Small radius right-hand point	 Peco	 SL-91	 x4
Small radius left-hand point	 Peco	 SL-92	 x1
Medium radius right-hand point	 Peco	 SL-95	 x1
Medium radius left-hand point	 Peco	 SL-96	 x1
Three-way medium radius point	 Peco	 SL-99	 x1
Standard straight	 Peco	 ST-200	 x4
Special short straight	 Peco	 ST-203	 x1
First radius standard curve	 Peco	 ST-220	 x2
First radius double curve	 Peco	 ST-221	 x4
First radius half curve	 Peco	 ST-222	 x2
Second radius standard curve	 Peco	 ST-225	 x2
Second radius double curve	 Peco	 ST-226	 x15
Curved double radius right-hand point	 Peco	 ST-244	 x2
Curved double radius left-hand point	 Peco	 ST-245	 x1
NOTE: All track components listed are with code 100 rail.
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Platform

Station building

Footbridge
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Run round loop (branch line)

Goods yard sidings
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Ready-to-run manufacturers have stayed clear of experimental 
gas turbine GT3 and there is no complete kit available. 
TIM SHACKLETON combined components from a wide 
variety of sources to create his own set of parts for this 
extraordinary prototype. 

GT3
RECREATING THE ‘JET TRAIN’ IN 4mm scale

PART
ONE



IF YOU’VE only taken up railway modelling 
in the last 20 years, the chances are you’ve 
never built a scale model locomotive – or 
even considered the possibility. There’s no 

real need since so many high quality ready-
to-run models have become available. The 
only exception is if the object of your desire 
isn’t available off the shelf – or if you actually 
fancy the idea of building a locomotive of your 
own, purely for pleasure and fulfilment. 

This model of gas turbine prototype GT3 
fulfilled both criteria for me. I’m far more of a 
locomotive builder than a buyer but there is 
no complete kit for this particular locomotive. 
So instead I had to create my own using my 
debit card and powers of persuasion. The core 
ingredients are the Golden Arrow resin mouldings 
for the locomotive and tender bodies, which are 
basic but substantially accurate. To this I added 
the etched brass GT3 detail set produced privately 
by Ian Macdonald of Huddersfield – initially for 
his own use but subsequently made available 
to other modellers – and a bespoke nickel silver 
chassis commissioned from High Level Kits that 
I hope will be commercially available soon. 

That was just the start. I’ll itemise in turn the 
various add-on parts that I felt were necessary 
to build a model of GT3 to the kind of standards 
I aspire to. It’s easy enough to find the correct 
buffers and things if you have a lifetime’s 
modelling experience behind you, but it’s not 
so simple when you’re starting afresh and 
don’t know what to look for or where to find 
it. Phrases like ‘the buffers and vacuum pipes 
came from my spares box’ are so vague and 
so intrinsically useless that they ought to be 
banned by law. But if you follow what I do – it 
just takes a bit of care and forethought – there’s 
always the possibility that one day you might 
like to try your hand at something similar.  

MATERIALS
TOOLS
» Tools and materials

» Pin vice

» Electric  

 mini-drill

» Micro drill bits 

from 0.75mm-2.5mm

» Model filler

» Face mask

» Needle files

» Craft knife

» Hold & Fold 

» Soldering iron

» Solder

» Super glue

» Rivet press

» Epoxy adhesive

GT3 ran around 
15,000 miles of 

trials – many of them 
on the old Great 

Central Main Line 
into Marylebone 

– but it never 
worked a service 

train. This is a rare 
high-level view of 

the engine running 
into Aylesbury Town 

station in the late 
summer of 1961. 
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 BUILDING GT3’s BODYSHELLSTEP BY STEP

Q WERE you worried that a 
manufacturer like Heljan might bring 
out a ready-to-run model of GT3? 

A THE pleasure for me is always in 
building my own models, especially 
when they feature unusual prototypes. 

I’ve never been particularly bothered when 
models that I’ve built from kits or scratch 
have subsequently been covered by the 
major manufacturers – it’s happened many 
times over the years. In some cases I’ve 
chosen to build my own even though a 
proprietary model was already available.

Q HAVE you basically created 
your own kit here?

A THAT’S it in a nutshell. American 
modellers do this all the time – 
bodyshell from here, cab from 

there, mechanism from somewhere 
else entirely, details and decals from 
many different manufacturers, all spliced 
together into a model of something that 
otherwise isn’t commercially available. They 
don’t have a huge range of locomotive 
kits in the US, so they improvise.

Q HOW did you know where to 
source all the components? 

A THERE’S no complete kit of GT3, 
just a bodyshell from Golden Arrow 
Productions. One advantage of 

having been a model builder all my life is that 
I know where to find things that might be 
suitable. Alan Gibson does the wheels (they’re 
the same as those on a BR ‘5MT’ 4-6-0 and I 
was able to commission a chassis from High 
Level Kits. A bit of research on the internet 
led me to Ian Macdonald who did the detail 
etches. By this time GT3 fan John Isherwood 
of Cambridge Custom Transfers had come 
on board and he produced the graphics.

Q WHY not use a Hornby ‘Black Five’ 
chassis, or one for a BR Standard 
tender? 

A BECAUSE they’re not right for GT3. 
There’s an ongoing myth that GT3 and 
its tender were built on the chassis 

of a BR ‘5MT’. The wheelbase is completely 
different – a GWR ‘Manor’ 4-6-0, on the other 
hand, has the correct axle spacings but the 
wheel diameter and profile aren’t suitable. The 
tender has a different wheelbase to the BR 
‘Standard’ type – the axleboxes and springs 
are the same but that’s as far as it goes. For 
convenience, though, modellers have tended 
to use off-the-shelf chassis for GT3 despite 
their shortcomings – for instance, one of 
the most distinctive features of GT3 was its 
enormous coupling rods, which are totally 
unlike those on any other UK locomotive. 
I had to get these specially etched, along 
with the rest of the chassis. If you want an 
accurate model, you have to build your own 
frames. That’s not as difficult as it sounds, 
as we’ll see in the final part of this article.

GT3’s construction
Tim on... 

Beginner

Intermediate

AdvancedSKILL LEVEL

1

3

4

The starting point for my 4mm 
scale model of GT3 was a set of resin 
castings produced by Golden Arrow 
Productions of Hastings. 

The Golden Arrow bodyshell is reasonably accurate 
in dimensional terms but it doesn’t have the 

finesse associated with modern Computer Aided 
Design generated components. Ian Macdonald 
produces a comprehensive set of etched brass 
detail parts that will transform the basic 
mouldings and help turn them into a true 
scale model.

To build GT3 I was basically creating 
my own kit, adding an etched chassis 
kit that I commissioned from High 

Level Kits. The wheels – with the correct 
rim profile and number of spokes – came 
from Alan Gibson and the very complete set 
of graphics was a collaboration with John 
Isherwood of Cambridge Custom Transfers.

I’ve never been a great one for acquiring specialist modelling tools – a power drill and a soldering iron are the only true essentials – but 
these are two I wouldn’t be without for any project that involves working with sheet materials. The rivet press on the left enables me to 
form crisp, consistent bold head detail, while the Hold & Fold is far more practicable (and accurate) than pliers for creating neat bends. 
These things repay their initial cost many times over.

2
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5

6

7

8

Working 
resin with 
drills and files 
creates clouds 
of airborne 
particles that 
will irritate 
your nose, 
throat and eyes. 
Wear a proper 
respirator mask.

Apart from a little flash and the odd bump, the Golden Arrow castings are smooth.  
You can do the initial clean up using emery boards, finishing off with successively finer 
grades of sanding stick – I use the ones from the Adam Wilder range. Any cavities caused 
by air bubbles in the moulding process can be filled with Squadron green putty.

You can then switch 
to a bigger drill bit – 

2.5mm in this case – to 
join up the holes. You can see the 
need for a face mask – this white 
dust gets everywhere.

Much of the moulded detail 
needs to be removed so it can 
be replaced by altogether finer 
etched components from the 
Ian Macdonald kit. The first 
step is to chain-drill around 
the edges using a 1mm bit 
in a power drill running at its 
slowest speed setting.

GT3’s first public appearance was at an exhibition of modern motive power held in the goods yard at Marylebone station. 
There are a number of official views of the event but this image dated May 13 1961 was clearly taken by a visitor.
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 BUILDING GT3’s BODYSHELLSTEP BY STEP
Beginner

Intermediate

AdvancedSKILL LEVEL

11

9
The resulting holes can be 
cleaned up by hand using fine 
files. Resin is very easy stuff to 

work, so be careful not to take off 
too much material.

10 The final stage is to 
clean up the edges and 
check that they are 

square. Once the etched 
detail components have been 
formed to shape I can test the fit 
and make any small adjustments 
that are necessary. In the 
meantime, give the resin parts a 
good scrub in household cleaner.

The etched parts are 
removed from the fret 
using a sharp, heavy 

blade on a firm, flat surface. 
This stops them distorting. The tabs 
can be filed off later.

Parts can be folded using flat-nosed pliers but I prefer to 
use a Hold & Fold – a specialist bending tool that clamps the 
component firmly in place. Slide a blunt, heavy duty blade 
under the part and lever it up to make the fold.

14

16

Some parts require multiple 
bends - and you need to work 
out what order to fold them in or 

you’ll quickly tie yourself up in knots! 
The different-sized jaws of the Hold & 
Fold provide great flexibility.

The bends are reinforced 
with a fillet of solder. They 
are always on the inside of 

the component out of view, 
but I still try and do the job as neatly as 
possible. Soldering is a messy business 
and the parts will need to be scrubbed 
clean of flux before they can be fixed in 
place on the model.

Carefully file the resin until the 
etched detail components are 
an exact fit – a touch of filler is 
inevitable but if you make a good 
job of it, there’s much less work to 
do later. I glued the parts in place 
with Loctite PowerFlex, my preferred 
cyano adhesive. Supplied in gel form, 
it can be applied with great precision.

The rivet detail on the 
tender sideframes is best 
created using a proper 

rivet press. The alternative is 
to use some kind of scriber but it’s not 
as precise or consistent.

15

12

13

WORKBENCH
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1817 The tender 
axlebox 

castings come 
from the Alan Gibson 
range and are held in 
place with a five-minute 
epoxy adhesive. This 
gives you time to make 
small adjustments and 
make sure they’re all 
perfectly in line.

That resin dust gets everywhere 
and there are still a few blips 

and blemishes to sort out but 
Ian Macdonald’s superb detail etchings 
are really starting to create the distinctive 
look of GT3, especially around the front 
end. Comet Models offers a suitable oval 
buffer in lost-wax brass, catalogue number 
LS28. For the tender I used Alan Gibson 
BR-pattern 16in buffers (G4903).

19
GT3 had handrails just like 

a steam locomotive and I 
reproduced them using Alan 

Gibson’s 0.45mm straight brass 
wire and medium-length handrail knobs. The 
knack is to thread all the knobs on to the wire 
first and then fit them individually into holes 
drilled into the bodyshell. If you make the holes 
slightly oversize – say 0.75mm – this allows you 
to adjust the handrails into perfect alignment.

USEFUL LINKS

Golden Arrow Productions	 www.goldenarrow.me.uk
Ian Macdonald Etches	 ian@nmacdonald.co.uk
High Level Kits	 www.highlevelkits.co.uk
Alan Gibson Workshop	 www.alangibsonworkshop.com
Cambridge Custom Transfers	 www.cctrans.org.uk
Comet Models	 www.cometmodels.co.uk

Sourcing the right materials 
to complete a model like GT3 
is all about finding a quality 

source. Names like Alan Gibson 
Workshop and Comet Models 
have been in the business for 

year’s and know how to 
make quality parts.

TIP

Next time we’ll look at building the chassis and gearbox 
for GT3 before painting and weathering the completed 
model. In the meantime, this truly extraordinary image 
shows the almost complete locomotive being hauled 
around the Rugby area in the late spring of 1959. It is 
presumably in transit to or from the Testing Station, 
rather than undergoing running trials. Its tender and 
outer casing had not yet been delivered so the fuel 
supply came from the 12ton tank wagon coupled to the 
drawbar. The rearmost ‘8F’ is in steam but how far GT3 
was capable of propelling itself we don’t know. With a 
temporary cab roof in place, the figures on the footplate 
look like BR engine crew rather than the white-coated 
engineers one might have expected.
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LEARNING CURVETHE RIGHT STUFF

HOW TO THE KNOWLEDGE

Enquiry offıce

QAre there any courses teaching basic 
modelling skills such as soldering, kit building 
and airbrushing? 

Chas Parsons, Exeter.

Tim Shackleton replies: Modelling courses are a great 
way of learning new skills and expanding your interest 
in the hobby with the help of some of the best known 
tutors in the hobby. Pendon Museum in Oxfordshire (www.
pendonmuseum.com) offers one-day courses throughout 
the year. They’re open to everyone, especially beginners, 
and a broad range of subjects is offered – from kit 
construction to control systems. Located near Gainsborough 
in Lincolnshire, Hobby Holidays (www.hobbyholidays.co.uk) 
offer a range of one- and two-day workshops with the 
emphasis on the technical side of modelling. Overnight 
accommodation is available if required. 

Amongst the best-known – and longest-established 
– modelling courses are those at Missenden Abbey in 
Buckinghamshire (www.missendenrailwaymodellers.org.uk). 
There are two ‘long weekends’ each year – one in spring, the 
other in autumn – as well as a week-long summer retreat in 
August. These are residential courses, with accommodation 
provided at the Abbey. Subjects range from locomotive 
building, track construction, weathering and scenics to 
digital sound, DCC, electronics and new technologies such 
as CAD and laser-cutting.

Courses for 
modellers

Mike Wild replies: We’ve always used the 
same type of glue to fix resin buildings to the 
Hornby Magazine layouts – Evostick contact 
adhesive. This provides a strong, resilient 
bond which has stood the test of time 

both on our office and exhibition layouts. 
The exhibition layouts also stand up to the 
rigours of travelling in the back of vans 
proving the strength of our chosen contact 
adhesive.

Building 
security
Q I’ve purchased a 

number of resin 
buildings from the 

Bachmann Scenecraft and 
Hornby Skaledale ranges 
and wish to fix them to my 
baseboards. What glue 
should I use for this?  

David Parker, by e-mail.

QWatching archive footage of 
locomotives running round their 
trains at branch termini, the 

operation looks much simpler than the 
complicated shunting moves often seen 
on model railways. What’s the correct 
procedure? We’d like to get it right on 
our family ‘OO’ gauge layout, a typical 
small Great Western Railway branch 
terminus. 

Sue Ambler, Cheltenham.

Tim Shackleton replies: Operating 
practices were primarily concerned with (a) 
safety and (b) minimising the effort involved 
for the crew. Where there was a run-round 
loop with a crossover at the buffer-stop 
end, the usual sequence was for the train 
to stop clear of the points so passengers 
could detrain. The locomotive would then 

Real run-rounds

THE HORNBY MAGAZINE TEAM ANSWERS YOUR MODELLING QUERIES AND QUESTIONS
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How to cut 
plastic sheet

Q I want to start using plastic 
sheet from the Wills range 
to develop surfaces in my 

goods yard. What is the best method 
for cutting this material, as it looks 
quite thick. 

James Wright, by e-mail.

Mike Wild replies: Cutting any plastic 
sheet needs to be tackled correctly, 
otherwise you will find your knife veering 
off course or, worse still, catching a finger 
by accident. First of all mark the cutting 
line in pen on the reverse side of a textured 
sheet. Position a steel ruler along the line – 
preferably a safety ruler to keep fingers out 
of harm's way – then score lightly along 
the pen line. Repeat light scoring of this 
line against the ruler three or four times to 
establish the cut line then continue scoring 
repeatedly until you are three quarters of 
the way through the material. At this point 
you will be able to snap the plastic leaving 
a neat straight edge ready for cleaning up 
with fine sandpaper or a sanding board.



MIKE WILD
Hornby Magazine’s editor is always working 
on something whether it is a sound 
installation or a new project and knows his 
way around layout construction.

TIM SHACKLETON
Hornby Magazine’s contributor has 
a lifetime of modelling experience 
building, detailing and weathering 
rolling stock of all kinds and much more.

KNOW HOW

REALITY CHECK

MARK CHIVERS
Hornby Magazine’s assistant editor has 
an eye for detail together with a wide 
ranging knowledge of modern traction 
and train formations across the eras.

ASK THE TEAM… Send your questions to hornbymagazine@keypublishing.com or write to:
Enquiry Office, Hornby Magazine, Key Publishing PO Box 100, Stamford, Lincolnshire PE9 1XQ.

QHow can you shunt wagons 
by gravity, the way they 
used to be moved around in 

marshalling yards and goods depots? 
I remember watching this in my local 
yard but I’ve never seen it on a model. 

W. Cousins, Chelmsford.

Tim Shackleton replies: High Level 
Kits (www.highlevelkits.co.uk) offers the 
FlyShunter, a kit for a compact mechanism 
that will fit into any 4mm scale (‘OO’) van 
or high-sided open wagon, enabling it to 
be used like a locomotive. The FlyShunter 
can be controlled independently of the 
train engine, propelling a raft of wagons 
as if by gravity. This system is ideal for DCC 
operation. Shipley Model Railway Club’s 
well-known exhibition layout, Leicester 
South (HM79), uses these kits to replicate 
the effect of rope shunting.

Opening time
Q It may sound like a daft 

question, but how do I open 
the boxes that ready-to-run 

models come in without tearing the 
end flaps? 

Andrew Stokely, Warminster.

Tim Shackleton replies: Slide a flat steel 
rule under the flap and push it through to 
the other side, then lever the flap up. It’s as 
simple as that.

uncouple and move slowly down to the 
'stops. The points would be changed and 
then the locomotive reversed on to the loop 
and up to the facing crossover at the other 
end, where it would halt at the ground signal. 

The points would be changed and the 
locomotive would be signalled over the 

crossing and on to the platform road. It 
would stop clear of the crossover and then, 
still under the control of the signalbox, back 
down on to its train and couple up. It was 
convenient for everyone if the train could 
depart from the same position where it had 
come to a halt.

Gravity 
shuntıng
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Loch Dhu
AUTOMATIC    COUPLINGS

PARTFIVE

SHUNTING IS THE SOLE OPERATING 
mode for micro-layouts like Loch 
Dhu Distillery – there’s little room 
for anything else. The wagons are 
left at the exchange siding and 

collected by the distillery ‘Pug’ to be transported 
over a short branch to the distillery yard. 

Loch Dhu Distillery was never conceived 
as an exhibition layout, even though it is 
easily portable. With minimal main line 
operations, together with shunting operations 
in the distillery yard to place wagons at the 
appropriate buildings, an operating session 
does not need to be long and involved. 

When complete it will become a relaxing way 
to spend an hour at the end of a busy day and 
a simple operating session could consist of the 
‘Pug’ making one run to the exchange siding to 
drop off empty malt hoppers and return with 
empty vans and an occasional 16ton mineral 
wagon loaded with coal. It would shunt those 

in the distillery yard before heading back to the 
shed to drop its fire before using residual steam 
in the boiler to move it into the shed. Job done! 

Such operations can be made even better 
by using a delayed action auto-coupling 
system and that is exactly what has been 
installed using the Spratt and Winkle system.

CHOOSING A SYSTEM
Shunting means choosing an auto-coupling 
system to suit both the stock, operations and 
the locomotives employed on the layout. The 
distillery has just the one ‘Pug’ and a handful of 
wagons. A small layout such as Loch Dhu cannot 
possibly hope to host a vast fleet of wagons, 
as tempting as all those 12t van kits truly are!

The choice of 1960s BR as a time for the 
layout era means that the layout concept is a 
geographical and time step away from my usual 
modelling haunts. The major benefit of this is 
that the stock is ‘captive’ on the layout which 

means I can experiment with a coupling system 
different to that used on my other projects.

The choice of system needs to be simple to 
equip vehicles with, offer hands-off coupling 
and uncoupling, allow bufferbeam detail 
and snowploughs to be fitted to main line 
locomotives, operate with hidden uncoupling 
magnets and offer delayed action. It also 
had to be suitable for operation on the sharp 
curves in the distillery yard. This all lead to 
selecting the Sprat & Winkle couplings. 

These brass couplings have been around for 
many years and Model Signal Engineering’s (MSE) 
Sprat & Winkle couplings (www.wizardmodels.
co.uk) are a firm favourite with fine scale 
modellers for compact and shunting layouts with 
few or no long bogie vehicles. They are frequently 
used on pre-group and early ‘Big Four’ era layouts 
where fixed wheelbase passenger coaches are 
more common. They fulfil all of the criteria for 
this project, depending on the version used, 

Main line
Exchange sidings

Distillery yard
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AUTOMATIC COUPLINGS

Shunting is the primary focus of the Loch Dhu Distillery. NIGEL BURKIN selects an 
automatic coupling system for the developing project layout and shows how to install it.

AUTOMATIC    COUPLINGS
PAINTING

n I did not paint the couplings fitted to Loch 
Dhu Distillery’s wagons during the writing 
of this article so they could be clearly seen in 
photographs. The coupling assemblies will be 
primed and painted during weathering. They 
can be weathered with the same colours as 
the rest of the wagon underframe if desired. 
Note that the use of metal blackening should 
be done after soldering but before the iron 
dropper links are fitted to avoid rusting!

and are relatively inexpensive. 
I like them because they are 
easy to install and are very 
forgiving – adjustments are 
easy to make after fitting.

There are various 
versions of Sprat & Winkle 
couplings available, some 
of which are designed for 
layouts with curves easier 
than four-foot radius and one 
type suitable for a layout which 
has small diverging angle turnouts 
with correspondingly harsh curvature. 

It is important to read the descriptions on the 
manufacturer’s website to ensure that you choose 
the correct type. Contact Wizard Models for 
advice if you have any doubts as to the suitability 
of any type of coupling for your application.

Starter packs are available for those who wish to 
give them a try before wholeheartedly committing 

to spare for some kit building fun later on.
In addition to the starter pack, I invested 

a further £6 in a pack of 32 mounting 
plates (MP4) to see how they work and 
how they make installation easier. 

The step-by-step guides with this 
feature explain how these couplings 
can be fitted in different styles.

to the system. I selected the 
Mark 3 delayed operation 

couplings for Loch Dhu because 
they offer the all-important delayed 

action and would work on the sharp 
curves in the confines of the distillery yard. 
The starter pack consists of 32 couplings, 

four magnets and all of the necessary soft 
iron, nickel-silver and brass wire to complete 
installation. Even though the pack was described 
as a starter pack, the 32 couplings would be 
more than enough for the dozen wagons 
currently used on the layout and with a couple 

A close-up view of the AC4/3 
coupling arm/paddle etch which 

were chosen for use with the 
stock allocated to Loch Dhu. 
They enable operation on 
track curvature as sharp 
as 2ft radius and provide 
delayed action uncoupling.

Stock storage area

Controls

Sectorplate

   Shed

Branch line
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SPRAT & WINKLE COUPLING ASSEMBLY USING MOUNTING PLATESSTEP BY STEP

SETTING UP THE LAYOUT
Delayed action uncoupling really adds to the 
fun of operating a compact shunting layout 
but is reliant on the right placing of uncoupling 
magnets. Delayed action coupling systems 
do not require as many uncoupling magnets 
as straightforward uncoupling systems. 

Whilst each individual layout is different, 
a rule of thumb is to locate magnets at the 
throat of yards and in places where a single 
magnet location will serve two or more tracks. 
Experimentation will help determine the best 
magnet locations for your layout design.

The magnets provided in the starter kit are 
quite large and should be fitted with the long 
axis parallel with the rails. They can be fitted 
under the track if scale thickness sleepered track 
is used, such as the C&L Finescale track laid on 
Loch Dhu Distillery. Heavier ‘OO’ gauge track such 

as Peco Streamline may result in the magnets 
being buried too deep to catch the three-link 
droppers. In that case, it may be necessary to cut 
a slot in the sleepers to accommodate them.

An alternative is to use small cylindrical rare 
earth magnets which are powerful enough to 
catch the dropper links but small enough to 
be fitted between the sleepers and ultimately 
hidden in the ballast. I chose to use cylindrical 
magnets 3mm diameter and 2mm thick fitted 
to shallow holes of 3mm diameter drilled in the 
surface of the baseboard. The magnets were 
used in pairs after some experiments showed 
that one would not have sufficient strength to 
catch the dropper links when inserted under 
the ballast. The first is pushed into the hole, with 
the second happily clamping itself to the first 
so it sits at the surface of the underlay foam. A 
spot of CA glue secures both to the layout.

TOOLS AND

» Cyanoacrylate adhesive (CA glue)

» CA glue accelerator

» Grade 600 and 1200 wet and  

dry paper

» 0.45mm diameter brass wire

» 0.45mm diameter nickel-silver 

wire

» Off-cuts of 20, 40 and  

60thou styrene

» 145 degree solder and flux

» Jewellers screw driver set

» Jewellers files

» Soldering iron

» A selection of HSS twist drills

» Pin vice

» Fine-nose pliers

» Tweezers: straight and locking

» Modelling knife and spare blades

» Steel ruler

» Fibre scratch pencil for 

burnishing brass

» Scissors or Xuron etch shears

» Piece of wood

» Wooden clothes pegs

MATERIALS

Burnish the brass components with a fibre 
scratch pencil before snipping up the etch to 
remove traces of tarnish and grease. Burnishing 
helps to make soldering quicker, easier and 
ensures a good bond is achieved. Mounting plates with nickel-silver wire ‘staples’ measuring 8mm wide and 

with legs 6mm long fitted to the outer pair of holes and secured with solder.

Preparation of mounting plates continues with the fitting of a coupling loop 
consisting of 0.45mm diameter brass wire. The coupling itself will be slotted 
over the ends of the wire ‘staple’ previously soldered to the mounting plate (A).

4

32

The mounting plates were all completed as one batch ready for shaping of the coupling hook.

Each coupling hook and counter-
weight ‘paddle’ etch is 

carefully cut from the fret, 
cleaned with a file and 

shaped by twisting 
the hook shank at 

right-angles to the 
counter-weight 
paddle. It is then 
bent slightly to the 
right so it clears 
adjacent couplings 

when in operation. 
It is also bent 

down, (hook opening 
uppermost) so the 

coupling can rotate about 
the securing stable.

A

17mm
14mm

1

5

TIPS FOR GOOD ASSEMBLY

n Soldering is by far the best method of 
assembly when using MP4 mounting plates. 

n The loop of brass wire is soldered to the 
mounting plate using the etch marks as a guide. 

n To avoid soldering work use the direct 
fitting option. For that you will need a pin vice 
and a selection of micro-drills instead of MP4 
mounting plates.

n Burnish all of the brass components on both 
sides whilst they are still attached to the etched 
sheet and use a lower temperature solder (145 
degree or similar) together with a good quality 
flux for assembly. 

n Hold the mounting plate with a wooden 
clothes peg to avoid burning your fingers. 
Remember to wash flux off the completed 
mounting plates before use. 

n It is important to fit the wire coupling loops 
accurately whether you plan to use mounting 
plates or not. The narrowest part of the coupling 
shank must be the part that is stopped by the 
wire coupling loop or the coupling hook will not 
be correctly positioned.

n Sprat & Winkle couplings are simple to 
assemble using normal work bench tools and 
easy to adjust once fitted.

AUTOMATIC COUPLINGS
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Beginner

Intermediate

AdvancedSKILL LEVEL

6

8 9

Three-link ‘droppers’ 
are made from 
loops of soft iron 
wire provided in the 
starter kit. The wire 
is wrapped around a 
3mm by 1mm former 
to create the loops.

A sharp scalpel is 
used to carefully 
cut through the 
loops to release 
them from the 
former. These 
are strung 

together to make 
droppers that 

will be attracted by 
uncoupling magnets.

Each set of three-link 
droppers is fitted to 
the coupling arm by 
threading the first loop 
through the hole located 
at the base of the shank 
adjacent to the paddle.

The completed coupling loop (A), mounting plate (B) and coupling hook assembly. The remaining 
job is to slot the coupling etch over the staple legs (C) and fold them over to secure it in place. A 
piece of 40 thou styrene is used as a spacer (D) so the coupling has room to move up and down. 
When studying this picture, bear in mind that you are looking at the underside of the coupling. 

A
B

C

D

7

A great way to experiment with MSE Sprat & Winkle couplings is to try a starter pack. They contain 
everything you need to equip enough wagons to see how they work and to try the delayed uncoupling 
action. The picture shows the contents of the S/AC4/3 starter pack including wire, magnets and the etched 
couplings themselves. The MP4 mounting plates shown to the left of the pictures are sold separately.

FITTING TIPS

 

Two pairs of the small rare earth magnets were 
used in each uncoupling location, spaced apart 
by one or two sleepers. Two pairs are needed 
to catch both three-link droppers of adjacent 
wagons to enable uncoupling. If only one pair 
was used, only one coupling will be activated. 
A lineside marker will be needed to identify 
magnet positions once the track is painted and 
various surfaces applied to the distillery yard. 

OPERATION
Sprat & Winkle couplings are easy to use 
during shunting operations. They will engage 
like any other tension lock type coupling 
when wagons are pushed together. The 
design of the hook, which has its opening 
facing uppermost, prevents unintentional 
uncoupling then a cut of wagons is either 
propelled or hauled over magnet position. 

Maintaining a consistent height is key to the 
reliable operation of any coupling system and 
the Sprat & Winkle design is no exception. I 
chose to use one of two mounting positions 
described in the kit instructions on my 
models: the ‘lower method’ where the wire 
coupling hook is 12mm from the rail. 
Having settled on the lower mounting method, 
I had to keep three points in mind when 
fitting the coupling assembly to wagons: 
1. The point at which the coupling hook makes 
contact with the wire loop should be the 
narrowest part behind the hook.

2. The height of the wire coupling hook should 
be positioned (by bending it) so it is horizontal 
and 12mm above the top of the rail.

3. The wire coupling loop should be fitted so it 
is in line with the buffer faces.

It helps to make a height gauge to sit on 
the track and allow wagons to be rolled up 
to it for checking. The gauge need not be a 
complicated affair as long as the top of it is 
12mm from the top of the rail and it is level. To 
make things easier, cut a notch in the top to 
clear the coupling shank.

Cyanoacrylate adhesive (CA glue) is perfect 
for attaching the coupling assembly to the 
model, taking care not to inadvertently stick 
the paddle to the mounting plate. Finally, the 
action of the coupling can be modified further 
by adding weight to the counter weight 
paddle with a small blob of solder.
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AUTOMATIC COUPLINGS

INSTALLING SPRAT & WINKLE COUPLINGS ON GOODS WAGONSSTEP BY STEP
Beginner

Intermediate

AdvancedSKILL LEVEL

4 5 6

7 8 9

1
Of the wagons employed 
on the Loch 
Dhu layout, 
there are 
essentially 
two types of 
underframe. As 
a generalisation 
kit-built models usually 
have an open frame structure (top), whilst 
many off-the-shelf wagons have a solid, flat floor 
(bottom). The ‘lower method’ of coupling mount 
was adopted for the ‘fleet’ as the easiest option.

The first step in fitting the couplings 
is to prepare the underframe. A 
Bachmann 16ton mineral wagon 
with the flat floor underframe 
mounting is prepared with a file to 
create a flat mounting area.

3

The soldered ‘staple’ (A) fitted to the mounting plate (B) will 
prevent it from sitting hard against the underside of wagon floors. 
A slot is cut into the floor to accommodate the top of the staple (C).

The mounting plate (A) can be trimmed in the event that it 
either interferes with the wheels or brake gear or both. The 
wheel recess in this Bachmann underframe is a good guide 
as to whether the mounting plate will foul the wheels (B).

A completed installation which will be typical for the majority of models 
of small pre-nationalisation and BR standard wagons. Points to note include 
the mounting plate (A); coupling and ‘paddle’ (B); securing staple fitted with at 
least 1mm of slack to allow the coupling to move (C); three-link dropper of soft 
steel wire (D) and the brass coupling loop fitted level with the buffers (E).

The couplings work on a variety of different wagons of differing 
wheelbase lengths. The Bachmann grain wagon has an open frame 
(A) which has to be fitted with a styrene mounting block as an 
attachment point for the coupling assembly. The original tension 
lock coupling mounts are snipped away (B).

Despite having an open underframe, the 
grain hopper is very easy to equip with a 
Sprat & Winkle coupling. In all cases, no 
matter what the wagon length, ensure 
that the front of the wire coupling loop 
is level with the buffer faces.

The typical 12ton van underframe of Parkside Dundas 
kits is easy to equip with a Sprat & Winkle coupling using 
the lower method. This wagon needs a mounting block of 
40thou styrene pieces to which the mounting plate can 
be glued. Test fitting shows that some material has to be 
trimmed from the mounting block to clear the brakes.

Make up a simple height gauge 
from styrene strip to set the wire 

coupling loop to 12mm from 
the rail. Note how the 
narrowest part of the 
coupling shank makes 
contact with the loop 

when in the raised 
position.

Sprat & Winkle couplings are simple to 
adjust and fit as long as they are correctly 
put together. It is essential that the coupling 
loop is level with the buffer faces when the 
assembly is fitted to the wagon.

A

C

CB

A

B
B

B

D

E

C

Trim
Loop should be 
level with buffer faces

A
A

2

10

To uncouple, the train is bunched to take up 
the slack and that action will allow the magnet 
to work against the counterweight paddle 
to pull the coupling arms down from the 
wire coupling loop. The uncoupled wagons 
can be pushed together and propelled 
to any desired location on the layout. The 
couplings will only re-engage when the train 
is pulled away from the uncoupled wagons 
and subsequently pushed together again.

WHAT’S NEXT FOR LOCH  
DHU DISTILLERY?
Having fitted the coupling system, fine-tuned 
the track and electronics; work on the back 
drops, layout framing, fascias and topography 
can commence. Some experimentation with 
LED lighting strips shows that they will simplify 
the layout lighting boxes. It is also time to start 
work on the distillery buildings, including a 
kiln house, maltings and bonded warehouses. 
The compact nature of the layout means 
that some of the warehouse structures will 
be low relief structures making the most of 
the space available. Watch this space!  

Mounting plates are optional and are not included in the starter packs. They are designed to make 
coupling installation simpler. Two sets of holes are provided for wire loops which are used to fit the 
couplings. The holes are spaced for 3mm scale (A) and 4mm scale (B) together with etched markers to 
show where the wire coupling loop should be attached with solder (C).
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INSTALLATION WITHOUT MOUNTING PLATESSTEP BY STEP

Direct fitting to wagons 
involves drilling holes to 

accommodate the wire 
coupling loop and the 

coupling itself. A coupling 
arm/paddle etch is used to 

correctly locate the holes for 
the staple wires.

Whilst mounting plates make assembly of Sprat 
& Winkle couplings straightforward, experienced 
modellers should be able to fit the coupling etch 

directly to most wagons. The wire staple (A) is 
fitted to the underframe itself together with the 

wire coupling loop (B). Once glued in place, the 
coupling can be fitted to the staple legs (C) to 

complete the job.

A piece of 40thou styrene 
ensures that a gap of at least 

1mm between the coupling paddle 
and the staple is achieved during 
fitting to allow the coupling arm to 
move freely up and down. This packing 
piece is removed once the coupling is 
set up to allow the coupling to operate 
correctly.

Magnet installation

NEXT TIME

Loch Dhu returns in HM108, on sale May 12 2016 when 
Nigel Burkin continues with construction of this compact 
shunting layout.

Beginner

Intermediate

AdvancedSKILL LEVEL

A B

C

Magnet positions were determined after pushing wagons around on the layout and working out where uncoupling is most likely to be needed.

I chose to use small and cheap rare earth magnets for 
uncoupling, buried in the trackbed and secured with 
superglue. Two pairs were needed for each uncoupling 
position separated by one sleeper width. This meant 
that at uncoupling both three links would be directly 
above a magnet.

The magnet grabs the three link loops and pulls the coupling arm down 
against the counter weight action of the paddle.

This picture shows the uncoupling of two wagons with the 
three link droppers being attracted by one of the magnet pairs.

A B

C
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You’ve been far too lenient in your 
review of the Heljan ‘O2’ (HM105). 
Regarding the derailing, this should 
never be possible on normal track.

Scratchbuilders know the need 
to ensure that the bulk of the 
weight is carried on the leading 
and trailing coupled axles and 
has his own way of dealing with 
it. The chassis should then be 
capable of running on its own 
without leaving the track. If a 
‘sample’ can’t do this, it should be 
returned and the design problem 
rectified before the model is sold.

What makes all this worse is 
that the Heljan Beyer-Garratt 
had a similar design fault.

Chris Barclay, Wavendon, 
Buckinghamshire.

Heljan’s 2-8-0 chassis should be better 

Mk 1s working on     ‘widened lines’
Class 31 D5586 passes Hornsey with a rake of 
BR Mk 1 57ft non-corridor carriages as it heads 
towards London King’s Cross in April 1967.  
John Chalcraft/Railphotoprints.co.uk.

HORNBY POST Have your say!



I refer to your article ‘Two-Bob’ 
Presflo in HM104. On p44 you 
refer to ‘construction traffic to 
Trawsfynnyd’ which should be 
spelled – Trawsfynydd. On p45 
you refer to the ‘APCM distribution 
depot at Penyfford’ which 
should be spelled Penyffordd. 

In Welsh the double-d is 
pronounced as the soft ‘th’ in 
English. The actual distribution 
centre was at Padeswood (Tunnel 
Cement) near Penyffordd.

So, a little Welsh spelling 
lesson for you! Keep up with the 
good work in your articles.

Gareth Gruffydd, Morfa 
Nefyn, Pwllheli.

I FOUND the article by Evan 
Green-Hughes in HM103 
about the history of the BR Mk 
1 carriages very interesting. 

I also have a copy of the 
excellent book British Railways 
Mk 1 Coaches by Keith Parkin. It 
is interesting in that the non-
corridor suburban coaches were 
built on both short 57ft and 
also long 63ft underframes.

One thing I found particularly 
interesting is that the Eastern 
Region had the 57ft coaches 
which it needed for the Moorgate 
via City ‘widened lines’ services. 
Apparently these coaches were 
to Metropolitan Line loading 
gauge as the roof ventilators were 
spaced further apart from the 
roof centreline, this apparently 
allowing them to get round the 
tight curves going down the York 
Road tunnel and also the Hotel 
Curve tunnel, both steeply graded.

In diesel days before Moorgate 
station was rebuilt the platforms 
would only accommodate a 
Class 31 at the buffer stops and 
a five-coach train. This gave just 
enough space for another Class 
31 to take the train back to King’s 
Cross. For the same reason, when 
these services went over to Diesel 
Multiple Unit (DMU) operation only 
the short 57ft Craven DMUs were 
allowed to go on that route. I think 
that services that used the main 
line/suburban platforms at King’s 
Cross could use the longer framed 
coaches but possibly they kept 
to the 57ft coaches so that a long 

one didn’t get marshalled into a 
widened lines service by mistake.

I think the same situation applied 
to the services on the Midland 
Main Line from St Pancras in 
that I think that the route was 
better for clearances to Moorgate 
via the City widened lines, but 
again when DMUs were put 
in place of locomotive-hauled 
stock they again were restricted 
to 57ft underframe units.

Suburban services out of St 
Pancras main line would not 
have this problem of tunnels. The 
other City service operated by 
the Eastern Region was to Broad 
Street via the Cannonbury Curve 
and Dalston Junction. I don’t think 
there were any special restrictions 
on what stock could use that route.

Funnily enough, the electric 
stock that went down to Moorgate 
on the ‘Bedpan’ service was of 
a normal length and this didn’t 
seem to have any problems with 
tunnels down to Moorgate or even 
the curve round to the Southern 
Region at Farringdon. The only 
thing the driver had to remember 
at Farringdon was that if they were 
going round the corner they had 
to make sure that the pantograph 
was lowered as this was the 
changeover point from 25kV 
overhead wires to the trackside 
750V DC third-rail supply. The 25kV 
wires have since been extended 
to St Paul’s Thameslink station 
as far as I know and this is where 
the changeover happens today.

J E Kirby, London.

‘NEW AGE’ KIT CONUNDRUM  
Tim Shackleton’s articles on 
producing fleets of wagons 
that look every inch like their 
weatherbeaten prototypes 
is truly amazing.  His feature 
articles on grain wagons (HM99) 
and Presflo cement wagons 
(HM104) reflect the real world 
of 50 years ago superbly with 
its infinite variety of colour 
and form that ready-to-run 
manufacturers strive to match.  

We have seen much progress 
by ready-to-run models over the 
last few years.  Bachmann’s series 
of china clay wagons, aided by 
custom versions from Kernow, 
have gone a long way to help 
modellers create realistic trains 

Mk 1s working on     ‘widened lines’ A WELSH SPELLING 
LESSON

Whilst I found the article on 
expanding power classifications 
very interesting (HM105), I have 
to confess to being a bit confused 
as to what LBF means. Load 
Bearing Force? Long Black Frogs?

Malcolm White, by e-mail

Malcom, ‘lbf’ is an abbreviation 
for pound-force. This is 
the traditional measure 
of tractive effort for steam 
locomotives. (MW)

‘LONG BLACK FROGS’ 
OR SOMETHING ELSE?

for the Cornish china clay belt.
 There is one significant area 

where ready-to-run has slipped 
backwards compared to the 
Airfix kits of 50 years ago and 
that is in the area of details 
to be added to a model.  

Many ready-to-run wagons and 
most passenger coaches now 
come with a plastic bag of ‘bits’ or, 
more properly, details.  However, I 

have yet to see one of these ‘super 
rolling stock kits’ arrive with any 
instructions or exploded diagram.  
Such are reserved to apparently 
only accompany locomotives.  

Now where does that little 
piece of plastic that comes with 
my Bachmann Presflow fit?  I 
guess I’ll have to go and buy a 
secondhand unmade Airfix kit to 
find out!  And how and where am 

I supposed to fit all those strips 
of black plastic that came with 
my beautiful Hornby Maunsell 
coaches? Which one goes where? 
Does length matter?  No sole bar 
holes and no fixing lugs to guide 
me with these ‘new age’ kits!

The quality is there, we 
just need to know where 
to fit the extra pieces.

Mark Collier, by e-mail.

If you have comments to make about railway modelling or Hornby Magazine you can write to the Editor by post or e-mail for inclusion in Hornby Post. Letters should 
be directed to: Hornby Post, Hornby Magazine, PO Box 100, Stamford, Lincolnshire PE9 1XQ. Or e-mail your views to: hornbymagazine@keypublishing.com
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Durston
It could only be the GWR for BRIAN WOOLRICH, who used finescale ‘OO’ to 
great effect in this home and exhibition layout set in the West Country.
PHOTOGRAPHY, TREVOR JONES.

1
Collett ‘2251’ 
0-6-0 2271 heads 

a Bristol bound through 
freight past the signalbox 
and the goods shed.



L
OOKING BACK I suppose 
it all started when I was 
introduced to steam 
locomotives at preserved lines 
as a child. That got me into 
railway modelling and over 

the years several ‘OO’ gauge layouts were 
put together in my bedroom. At this time, 
like many youngsters, I acquired an eclectic 
mix of items just because I liked the look of 
them. All this had to be broken up as I left 
home after university and started work.

I initially ended up in Oxfordshire. 
One of the childhood interests was the 
Great Western Railway (GWR) and being 
here contributed to me focusing on the 
GWR for future modelling. Volunteer 
work for the Great Western Society at 
Didcot exposed me to the real thing for 
reference and inspiration. I joined the local 
model club in Abingdon where I found 
others with similar leanings. The usual 

There are and have been many excellent 
GWR branch line terminus layouts, but I 
decided I wanted to do something else. I 
settled on a through station on a mostly 
single-track secondary route but capable of 
handling Route Availability red locomotives.  
I chose the mid-1930s as I consider this 
period to be the zenith of rail travel in Britain. 

I narrowed the time period down to 1936, 
primarily because the ‘Star’ 4-6-0 I had was 

interruptions of marriage and children then 
occurred which meant I had to settle for 
involvement in building and exhibiting 
club layouts. What other time I had was 
spent building stock for a future project.

Another job and house move to Kent 
presented me with modelling space and 
eventually more time to indulge in the hobby. 
My thoughts turned to what I wanted from 
a layout of my own. I had learnt a lot from 
Abingdon and now Canterbury club layouts 
and tried to incorporate the best ideas. 

PLANNING THE LAYOUT
The available space was the converted 
loft serving as a guest bedroom. Using the 
diagonal across this room allowed me 
an end-to-end layout 16ft x 2ft. As it was 
also intended for exhibitions the layout 
was split into four 4ft sections and could 
be taken down and stored in a corner 
when the space was needed for guests.
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Owner:	 Brian Woolrich
Scale:	 ‘OO’
Length:	 16ft
Width:	 2ft
Track:	 SMP code 75 with Marcway points
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only correct for this year. It also allows me 
to run a mix of both Great Western and 
‘shirtbutton’ liveries for variety. Although 
this sounds restrictive, if a particular 
item could have existed at this time I am 
happy to run it. After some deliberation a 
fictional cross-country line emerged linking 
Bristol, Cirencester, Stow and Stratford 
with Birmingham. The name Durston was 
an amalgam of Dursley and Wooton with 
no connection to the station of the same 
name in Devon that I subsequently found!

I required certain operational features. First 
and most important was a station acting as 
a passing point on the single line, providing 
the opportunity for trains to pass through 
the scene and appearing to be actually going 
somewhere. However, allowing for a storage 
yard at either end only 8ft of scenic section 
remained. I had to compromise and so the 
layout represents the eastern approach to 
the station and, in a frequently used ruse, 
only the ends of the platforms are modelled. 

The goods yard features alongside the 
running line exiting the station. Also 
included for added interest were a bay 
platform for a branch service, which is 
supposed to diverge from the main line 
further to the east, and a locomotive shed 
for stabling the yard shunter. Cassette type 
storage yards were envisaged to maximise 

train lengths and reduce stock handling. 
From the beginning the intention was 

to permit the addition of an extra board 
incorporating the main station. Although 
it would not be possible to put up at 
home in this form, I surmised the scene 
would be more complete and better 
balanced between on and off stage areas.

CONSTRUCTION 
In 2010 a sketch of the final design was 
sent to a friend who turned this into a 
full size plan using planning software 
Templot. Individual boards were then 
designed so that points were away from 
supporting members and other obstructions. 
Baseboards were constructed from birch ply 

Collett ‘5205’ 2-8-0T 5224 clanks past 
passengers waiting on the platform for 

the next connecting service. ‘Small Prairie’ 5557 
exits the engine shed to top up with coal and 
water prior to its next duty. Both these engines 
were recorded around Bristol in the mid 1930s.

Churchward ‘Star’ 4-6-0 4064 Reading Abbey passes Durston East signalbox and the ‘Pannier’ 
shunting a loaded ‘Macaw B’ in the yard with an express for Birmingham. This particular ‘Star’ 

was regularly seen in the Bristol area at the time. It would however be withdrawn in the following year 
to be rebuilt as a ‘Castle’, although retaining the same name.

2

4



first trains ran in early 2013 and only a few 
minor faults had to be fixed. As it happened 
Wills had recently released its point rodding 
system, so I decided to try this to improve 
the realism of the trackbed. Signal wire 
posts and pulleys were also added at this 
stage. Then the track was ballasted in the 
usual way with fine granite on the running 
lines and fine cinders in the goods yard. 
Finally, general weathering and oil patches 
where engines tend to stop were added. 
After a thorough clean further test running 
followed until all was working satisfactorily. 

SCENERY 
The basic ground forms were created 
using Celotex insulation foam obtained 
from DIY stores. This was sealed with a 
layer of paper tissue and diluted PVA and 
left to harden. A photographic backdrop 
from ID Backscenes was selected that 
depicted the edge of a town, becoming 
more rural towards the right-hand side. 

Ground cover was created from Woodland 
Scenics scatters and foliage, plus static 
grass products from Noch and Realistic 
Modelling Services. The yard was paved 
in embossed plastic granite setts. Trees are 
Woodland Scenics trunks covered with 
the same firm’s foliage material. Fencing, 
buffer stops, ground signals, various 
figures, telegraph poles and a gradient 
board complete the lineside details.

Several of the structures were built from 
kits where appropriate, including the 
signalbox and cattle dock (altered with a 
brick base) from Ratio and the yard crane, 
weighbridge and the overbridge disguising 
the single line exit from Wills. The water 
crane is an old Mike’s Models kit and the 
coaling platform was scratchbuilt from balsa 
and card. Other more specific structures 
were scratchbuilt from foamboard, 
plasticard and embossed brick sheet, 
including the retaining walls behind the 
bay platform. The goods shed is based 
on the one from the old Henley-in-Arden 
station and the engine shed is a shortened 
version of Branches Fork Junction in Wales. 
The footbridge forming the other storage 
yard exit and the platform canopy were 
scratchbuilt from planked plasticard and 

incorporating an integral backboard and box 
beams along the front and back edges for 
strength. These beams also provide sockets 
for the ‘H’ frame softwood legs to fit into. 

The layout is stabilised with a fold-up ‘X’ 
brace (an idea borrowed from the Abingdon 
club) that forms a solid base for the first 
baseboard to be erected. Solid tops of 6mm 
plywood form the trackbed with 12mm 
plywood ends. All wood was acquired from 
and cut to size by a local timber merchant 
to ensure accuracy. The boards are aligned 
using metal dowels and connected with 
spring clips for speed and convenience. One 
thing I had learnt was you could never find 
the right nut and bolt at the end of a show! 
The clips are mounted on the inside edge 
of the box beams so they are out of sight 
and when pairs of boards are put together 
for transit they don’t get snagged. A curtain 
attached using press studs - in GWR green 
of course - completes the presentation.

Once the boards were complete attention 
turned to tracklaying. Plain track is SMP 
code 75 bullhead, which is authentic for the 
period. Matching live frog pointwork was 
bought from Marcway. All track was laid 
on 2mm cork so the ballast shoulders and 
drains are modelled. The ruling radius for 
running lines is 4ft and the minimum is 3ft. 

No fishplates have been used: instead 

every individual piece of rail has a wire 
dropper soldered to tag strip to ensure 
electrical continuity. Circuits are colour 
coded by their function and recorded to 
aid fault finding. Point operation is by 
Tortoise slow action motors, using one 
of the built-in switches for frog polarity 
and the other for a mimic system. The 

One of the yard staff waves to the driver of Collett ‘2251’ 0-6-0 2271 as it takes a short parcels 
train destined for Stow out onto the main line.3
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The tarpaulin is being untied 
in preparation for unloading of 

the North Eastern open wagon beside 
the yard crane. GWR ‘57XX’ 0-6-0PT 
8731 busies itself collecting wagons 
for the next outbound freight whilst in 
the background a passenger train pulls 
away from its station stop.

5



microstrip. Other details such as the token 
exchange apparatus, animals, vehicles, 
platform lamps and benches are from 
Mainly Trains, Langley and Coopercraft.

The two starting signals are constructed 
from MSE parts mounted on brass bases 
that allow removal if required. At the 
time of writing they do not work but it 
is intended to make them operate using 
servos including simulated ‘bounce’.

ELECTRICS
The layout runs off good old analogue 
cab control. It’s what I have come to 
understand, so I didn’t see the point 
in changing. A homemade ventilated 
wooden box houses two double 
transformers safely down on the floor. 
Each output is individually fused and has 
an indicator to help trace any problems. 
Two Gaugemaster handheld feedback 
controllers are used to run the trains. 

The Tortoise point motors run from 
two half wave rectified DC supplies 
created from one of the 16V AC outputs 
using diodes. In this way the wiring is 
simplified and the voltage to the motors is 
halved so that blade speed is reduced. A 
similar arrangement feeds bi-colour LEDs 
indicating which controller is powering 
each section, mounted as a mimic system 
on the panel. As mentioned earlier these 
LEDs also show the selected route via 
the switches on the point motors.

ROLLING STOCK
The ‘Collett Goods’, ‘5205’ 2-8-0T and 
‘57XX’ 0-6-0PT are detailed/modified 
ready-to-run models. The ‘Small Prairie’ 
is the original Lima body lowered to 
the correct height and on a scratchbuilt 
chassis with Romford wheels. The ‘Star’ 
and ‘48XX’ 0-4-2T are detailed Finecast 
and K’s kits respectively, running on 
Comet chassis and Romford wheels. The 
‘48XX’ was the first locomotive kit I built 
and is still a favourite. All engines are 

weathered and have etched name and 
numberplates, crew, lamps, real coal, 
fireirons and fallplates for tender engines.

Accurate coaching stock for this period 
is not common off the shelf. The ‘B Set’ 
and Autotrailer are detailed/modified 
ready-to-run and the Toplights are etched 
brass kits. A clerestory brake was created 
from a Hornby coach body with 247 
Developments replacement etched sides 
and Comet bogies. A Collett ‘bow-end’ 
brake started life as a Hornby model 
augmented with Comet underframe, ends 
and bogies. Brown vehicles are represented 
by a Dapol ‘Siphon G’ converted to an 
electrically lit example and a ‘Monster’ 
van constructed from an etched brass kit.

The vast majority of the goods stock 
are kits from Coopercraft, Ratio and 
Parkside, with the occasional white 
metal kit or detailed ready-to-run model. 

All stock is fitted with delayed action 
Sprat & Winkle couplings enabling 
hands free shunting. Again all stock 
is weathered to some degree.

OPERATION
Train services consist of through passenger 
trains between Bristol and Birmingham as 
well as some express and other stopping 
services. Connections along the branch 
are provided by the autotrain. Tail traffic 
such as a horsebox is sometimes attached 
and detached. There are through freight 
trains to and from Bristol docks as well 
as local ones arriving and departing 
the yard and from the branch. Some 
parcels traffic also traverses the line.

The cassette style storage yards allow 
trains to use the full length of the board. 
These are aluminium angle glued to 
9mm MDF bases. Metal wiper contacts 

The driver of ‘57XX’ 8731 talks with the 
yard shunter about the next moves, 

once the ‘Prairie’ blocking the way has returned 
to the shed. Behind them a passenger train 
slows for its stop at the platform. 

6

‘48XX’ 0-4-2T 4812 accelerates the Hemsby branch auto away from the station, having picked 
up the single line token, past the cattle dock and some sheep waiting to be loaded into an 
empty wagon.

7
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transmit power to the cassette units as 
they are slid into position. At the station 
end one also serves as the run-round 
and headshunt for the goods yard.

Durston made its debut at the Canterbury 
club exhibition in January 2014. It was fully 
operational and the scenics were largely 
complete but the level of detailing was not 
as advanced as now. The layout is currently 
available for exhibition bookings in the 
south east of England. Please make contact 
via the City of Canterbury Model Railway 
Society website (www.ccmrs.co.uk).

WHAT’S NEXT?
Apart from installing the signal operating 
mechanisms, other jobs on the horizon 
are to expand the stock roster, primarily 
locomotives and coaching stock. Then 
there is the extension board to include 
the rest of the station, a parcels bay and 
the run-round for the goods yard. As 
you can see, there is plenty to keep me 
occupied for some while to come! 

Left: ‘2251’ 2271 
hauls a mixed 

freight past the ‘Prairie’ 
being watered at the 
service area. In the bay 
platform is ‘48XX’ 0-4-2T 
4812 with its autotrailer, 
plus an empty horse box 
and a Beetle to be ferried 
up the branch.

9
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DURSTON TRACK DIAGRAM (NOT TO SCALE)

Top left oposite page: A ‘5205’ 2-8-0T heads a westbound goods 
through Durston as the autotrain simmers in the bay. The 

lorry driver discusses his best route before leaving to make his 
deliveries.

Below: Brian Woolrich at the controls of the layout, which at home 
sits diagonally across the converted loft that also at times serves 

as a guest room.
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R      UND HOUSE
To launch a new series of layout construction 
projects the Hornby Magazine team were set 
the challenge of building a fully operational 
roundhouse in just 24 working hours.  
MIKE WILD reveals how this project started, 
evolved and was built against the clock.

The MIKE WILD: Hornby Magazine editor and prolific layout builder 
Mike likes to get a build done quickly and effectively. He knows 
his way around timberwork as much as wiring and track laying.TH
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R      UND HOUSE
RAILWAY CONSTRUCTION 

is what makes us tick. 
We love nothing more 
than to dig into a new 

project, whether it is as simple 
as adding bufferbeam detail to 
a new locomotive through to 
installing sound or even building a 
brand new project from scratch.

There is a great sense of 
achievement in building a new 
layout but it has always been clear 
on talking to newcomers that 
time tends to be an issue along 
with space. However, in our world 
neither of these elements are 
reasons not to start on a railway 
project as both can be overcome – 
and that is why we set out to build 
this brand new depot scene in ‘OO’ 
gauge in just 24 working hours!

We wanted to do something 
different and the idea of a timed 
challenge made the prospect all 
the more enticing. The last time we 
had done something like this was 
when we built Ashland (HM51) in a 
weekend at the Hornby Magazine 
LIVE! in Hartlepool event in 2011. 
For that build we had a team of 
three and a number of constraints 
to work with – including not being 
able to use power tools due to 
the proximity of the public – but 
the project was a great success 
and by 3pm on the Sunday 
afternoon of the show we had a 
fully assembled, completed model 
railway running trains through 
a new 9ft long scenic section.

For this 24hr project we had 
a closed workshop to work in 
giving us free rein to use whatever 
equipment we needed from 
the unit in order to build the 
model quickly and stress free. 

THE PLAN
We wanted to create a model which 
used materials from a wide variety 
of sources. It had to fit within a 4ft x 
3ft footprint - partly because there 
was a spare sheet of 9mm plywood 
in the workshop - and it had to be 
interesting too. Ideally it needed 

MARK CHIVERS: Hornby Magazine’s assistant editor is no stranger to 
layout building and specialises in the detail elements of the project, 
taking a model from bland to interesting with great skill and dexterity.

A ‘Hymek’ is turned 
while a ‘Warship’ 

waits to enter the 
depot for stabling. 

This entire scene 
was built in under 24 

working hours. »
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to be able to be added on to an 
existing project and at the same 
time have the ability to become 
part of a larger future layout too.

So, the idea of a depot scene 
emerged. 4ft x 3ft didn’t offer a 
huge amount of space – and we 
were certainly never going to be 
able to model every single feature 
of a depot – but it did offer plenty 
of scope. One of the catalysts for 
this build was ADM Turntables’ 
impressive indexing drive turntable 
which comes pre-built onto a 
Peco turntable well. The idea of a 
roundhouse held great potential, 
so ideas began to develop.

A quick search on the internet 
and in our storage unit turned up 
all that we needed to get cracking 
with the build. Buildings offer a 
hint of St Blazey depot in Cornwall 
through the use of Kernow Model 
Rail Centre’s roundhouse segments 
while other features included Old 
Oak Common-inspired sidings 
around the turntable and a simple 
set of sidings along the front of 
the depot. The final plan would 
model just the quarter roundhouse 
that we had in mind together 
with locomotive storage leaving 
the facilities for coal, ash disposal, 
maintenance and diesel fuel to 
stand off scene out of sight.

But what about the timescale? 
Would it be possible? Could our 
team of two really build this entire 
scene in just 24 working hours? 
Clearly it wouldn’t be possible 
to do it in 24 hours straight (not 
least because of drying times) 

but a quick draft of a possible 
plan based on four or five work 
sessions, allowing time for glues 
to dry in between, meant that 
on paper at least what we were 
proposing was certainly possible 
– we just had to get on with it!

THE BUILD
Having prepared the workshop and 
set up enough lighting to put the 
Blackpool Illuminations to shame 
Mark Chivers and I got to work. 
The starting point was naturally to 
build the baseboard. A basic sketch 
of what we were to build on a 
sheet of A4 paper and a few pencil 
marks on the sheet of plywood 
were the guide for the basic build.

First up we trimmed the sheet of 
plywood to size reducing its width 
by 6in to create a final baseboard 
size of 4ft x 2ft 6in. The position 
for the ADM turntable adapter – a 
handy device which allows the 
turntable to be lowered out of the 
baseboard – was marked on the 
board next and a hole cut out using 
a jigsaw for speed and convenience. 
All the edges were cleaned up 
using an electric sander allowing 
us to go on to create the frame 
from 69mm x 18mm softwood. 

The opening for the turntable 
adapter was framed with the 
cross-members of the baseboard 
with a second sub-frame added 
inside to offer the insert maximum 
stability. The adapter section’s 
surface was made from 12mm 
MDF while our baseboard top 
was 9mm plywood which meant 

that the sub-frame had to be 
fitted precisely 3mm lower than 
the main baseboard frame for 
accurate alignment of the surfaces.

A set of temporary legs were cut 
from the same 69mm x 18mm 
softwood as the baseboard frame 
and screwed to ends of the layout. 
They were braced with the offcut 
of plywood from the original 
baseboard surface piece giving us 
a strong and rigid working area.

Baseboard construction was 
by far the quickest element of 
the project and it took just 39 
minutes start to finish to build the 
entire baseboard from scratch 
until it was fully assembled with 
legs and the turntable adapter. 

With the first phase complete we 
then moved on to a final mock-
up. The turntable was loosely 
positioned in the adapter, the 
buildings removed from their boxes 
and a couple of yard lengths of 
track used to get our bearings. 

One of the great time saving 
factors of the build was the use of 
the ADM turntable. This is supplied 
ready built and fitted to the 
manufacturer’s impressively quiet 
and reliable indexing drive system. 
All we had to do was ‘drop’ it into 
place, add the final details and paint 
it. The indexing system means that 
the turntable always remembers 
the position of each track once 
programmed, and it has the ability 
to be configured to any position 
within its 2,400 plus step range. 

As the centrepiece of the model 
this set the position of all other 

TOOLS
» Handsaw

» Tape measure

» Pencil

» Tri-square

» Electric  

screwdriver

» Electric drill

» 2.0mm, 2.5mm, 

3.0mm and 8.0mm 

drill bits

» Electric jigsaw

» Electric sander

» Craft knife

» Cutting mat

» Steel ruler

» Sanding boards

» Wet and dry 

paper

» DCC Concepts 

track cutters

» DCC Concepts 

wire strippers

» Side cutters

» Soldering iron 

(25watt)

» Screw driver 

(crosshead)

» Jewellers 

screw driver 

(bladehead)

» Plastic tubs

PAINTS AND POWDERS WE USED

Grey Primer acrylic, 14ml tin	 Humbrol	 1
Grey Primer aerosol	 Halfords	 473-116
Dark Earth acrylic aerosol	 Humbrol	 29
Dark Wooden Stock acrylic, 22ml tin	 Lifecolor	 UA729
Wood Cold base colour acrylic, 22ml tin	 Lifecolor	 UA717
Light Wooden Stock acrylic, 22ml tin	 Lifecolor	 UA728
Shadow Rust acrylic, 17ml tin	 MIG Ammo	 A.MIG-043
Ultrafine white powder	 DCC Concepts	 DCW-GRY
Ultrafine mid gray powder	 DCC Concepts	 DCW-GRY

Above: Three, 
two, one… go! 
The starting 
point for the 
24hr challenge 
– sheet timber, 
ADM Turntables’ 
turntable and 
adapter, a 
collection of 
buildings, tools 
and materials.

Mike cuts the 
opening for the ADM 

turntable adapter 
in the baseboard 
surface with an 
electric jigsaw.

Right: Cutting and assembly 
of the single 4ft x 2ft 6in 

baseboard took just 39 
minutes start to finish!

Below: The 
turntable 
adapter sits 
on a separate 
sub-frame 
within the 
baseboard 
which was 
later adjusted 
so the boards 
matched in 
height.
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Tools – what we used
Handsaw
Tape measure
Pencil
Tri-square
Electric screwdriver
Electric drill
2.0mm, 2.5mm, 3.0mm and 8.0mm drill bits
Electric jigsaw
Electric sander
Craft knife
Cutting mat
Steel ruler
Sanding boards
Wet and dry paper
DCC Concepts track cutters
DCC Concepts wire strippers
Side cutters
Soldering iron (25watt)
Screw driver (crosshead)
Jewellers screw driver (bladehead)
Plastic tubs

Hydraulics fill the 
storage lines as a 

Collett ‘2884’ 2-8-0 
draws onto the 

turntable to start 
its duties.

Above: Mocking up the 
scene on the newly 
completed baseboard.

Right: Mark cuts and shapes the plasticard to  
make the shed hardstanding while Mike completes 

the wiring underneath for the power bus.

Right: Track laying advanced 
rapidly using Peco code 
75 track with turntable 

programming being carried 
out at the same time.

www.hornbymagazine.com 	 April  2016   65»



T
H

E
 B

U
IL

D

items on the layout. Initial mock-ups 
saw track cut to length quickly and 
conveniently with DCC Concepts 
track cutters and loosely positioned 
in the roundhouse sections. The 
track supports from the Peco 
turntable kit were temporarily 
fixed in place with Blu Tack – one 
of our greatest tools – while we 
made sure that what we had in 
mind really was going to work.

Satisfied with the initial layout 
we then set to work on track laying 
and turntable indexing at the same 
time. Mark tackled the turntable 
setup as I laid the tracks to it making 
for a spirited period of teamwork. 
Soon we had all 12 tracks pinned 
down around the turntable and 
ready for the starting of wiring. 
Again we split our efforts – Mark 
finished off the turntable as I 
started adding wire droppers to the 
tracks inside the buildings so that 
once the turntable was fully set up 
Mark could move on to create the 
‘concrete’ hardstanding that would 
sit below the buildings. At this point 
I’d moved to wiring other sections of 
the layout spending the rest of the 
first day sat below the baseboard 
adding the power bus for the Digital 

Command Control (DCC) feed 
and joining all the wires from the 
tracks to their relevant terminals.

At the end of the first day we’d 
put in a little over 5hrs 30mins, 
but happily we achieved a great 
deal. The baseboard was built, 
track laid and wiring tested - and 
we’d even started on the scenery 
too. Now we were ready to push 
forward on day two to take 
the layout to the next level.

DETAILING
The second day of the build was, on 
paper at least, far less productive. 
We’d made such good progress 
on the first that really everything 
after that was going to be slow! 
Our main tasks were preparation 
and base detailing. Mark continued 
to cut and shape the plasticard 
sections for the hardstanding while 
I turned attention to paintwork.

First on the list was painting the 
turntable well which was done 
with Humbrol grey primer (No. 1) 
which was followed in stages with 
spraying of Humbrol Dark Earth 
(No. 29) on to the track formation 
to weather the rails and sleepers.

We’d removed the turntable at 
this stage to allow more convenient 
working methods and negate 
the need to mask any area of the 
layout during spray work. This 
worked greatly to our advantage as 
while one area of paint was drying 
another was being painted. Acrylics 
were used throughout for their 
claimed 10-minute drying time.

Cork was laid under the 
hardstanding to raise it to the 
level of the sleeper ends and while 

Mark completed the installation 
of the plastic panels Redutex 
self-adhesive bricks were added to 
the turntable well side. This super 
product makes the job of adding 
realistic brick finishes simple – it 
can be cut to size with scissors and 
the self-adhesive nature of this 
product means it is very clean to 
use too. Perfect for a build like this.

The final job of day two was 
ballasting. This was essential to 
finish no matter what as it provided 
the basis for all future detailing 
of the layout. Using a mixture 
of Woodland Scenics fine and 
medium blended grey ballast – with 
more of the fine in the mix – the 
whole layout was covered with 
ballast where appropriate with both 
of us working on opposite ends 
of the model for quick progress. 
Behind the depot and at the rear 
of the workshop Green Scene 
fine turfs were used to create the 
basic grass ground cover while 
chinchilla dust was used for the 
road entrance behind the water 
tower. All of the buildings had 
been glued down with contact 
adhesive prior to ground cover 
application to ensure they were 
bedded neatly into the scenery.

LET THERE BE LIGHT!
Brainwaves are the sort of thing 
which shouldn’t happen halfway 
through a timed project, but with 
less than 12 hours of build time 
elapsed ideas started forming. 
We could do more, but what 
could we do better given the time 
available? Interior and yard lighting 
was the obvious answer.

PRODUCTS  WE USED

PRODUCTS	 MANUFACTURER/SUPPLIER	 CAT NO.
Cornish roundhouse segments (x5)	 Kernow Model Rail Centre	 44-007Z
Cornish roundhouse outer walls	 Kernow Model Rail Centre	 44-008Z
GWR water tower	 Kernow Model Rail Centre	 44-097Z
Side office/workshop	 Bachmann	 44-174
Boiler house	 Bachmann	 44-059
Corrugated metal shed	 Bachmann	 44-558
Brick lineside hut (x2)	 Bachmann	 44-0025
Corrugated iron workshop	 Hornby	 R9810
Buffer stops (x8)	 Peco	 SL-40
Code 75 metal rail joiners	 Peco	 SL-110
Code 75 insulated rail joiners	 Peco	 SL-111
Yard lamps, 110mm (x6)	 Layouts 4U	 YL5
Indexing turntable	 ADM Turntables	 n/a
Turntable adapter kit	 ADM Turntables	 n/a
Fine and medium turf, various greens	 Green Scene	 Various
Autumn 6.5mm static fibres	 MiniNatur	 006-33
Winter 4.5mm static fibres	 MiniNatur	 004-34
Winter 6.5mm static fibres	 MiniNatur	 006-34
Fine blended grey ballast	 Woodland Scenics	 B1393
Medium blended grey ballast	 Woodland Scenics	 B1394
Code 75 flexible track (x12 yards)	 Peco	 SL-100F
Code 75 medium left point	 Peco	 SL-E196
1.0mm plastic sheet (x5)	 Evergreen	 509040
1/16in cork sheet (x1)	 Gaugemaster	 GM130
Yellow LEDs (x17)	 DCC Concepts	 LED-PW3
Cobalt IP digital point motor	 DCC Concepts	 DCP-CB1IP
Redutex engineers brick sheet	 DCC Supplies	 076LD814
0.33mm nickel silver rod	 Albion Alloys	 NSR033

Churchward 
‘42XX’ 2-8-0T 
4266 moves 
round to the 
exit road at the 
roundhouse.

Left: As the layout 
is DCC controlled 

all tracks have 
separate power 
feeds which 
go back to the 
main power 
bus.

Above: Even on a quick build testing is essential – we still 
want everything to run smoothly when finished.  
A Bachmann Class 37 is used to check clearances with 
the new plastic inserts.
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TO SEE THIS IN ACTION
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Above: Creating the 
hardstanding around the 
shed was a long process, but 
worth the effort.

Above: Mark finishes the 
hardstanding while Mike 
details the turntable well. The 
track has been sprayed with 
Humbrol No. 29 to weather it.

Right: Even with the 
basics in place the scene 
is developing rapidly 
in the middle of the 
second day.
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Happily all the components we 
needed for the building interior 
lights were already to hand, but 
yard lamps needed to be sourced 
before the final build session at the 
end of the week. So on day three 
our first port of call was to raid the 
Hornby Magazine stores to collect 
together 10 strips of 0.33mm nickel 
silver rod, five DCC Concepts LED 
circuit boards from its super value 
lighting packs and 15 yellow LEDs 
from the same source to provide 
lighting for the engine shed 
buildings. We were hoping that 
this combination would result in 
a soft yellow glow to the interiors 
and we weren’t disappointed.

The strips of Albion Alloys nickel 
silver rod were cut to length to fit 
in the upper roof section of each 
shed building and three LEDs were 
soldered to them in series taking 
care to ensure that the positive and 
negative leads were connected 
to the correct sides. These were 
then connected to the LED 
circuit boards provided with DCC 
Concepts lamp super value packs.

Meanwhile Mark was hard at 
work with the paintbrush giving 
the roof of each building two 
coats of grey paint to stop light 
bleeding through the cream 
coloured resin casting. Once 
these were drying the ‘concrete’ 
hardstanding was weathered with 
a combination of white and darker 
limestone weathering powders 
from DCC Concepts to give this 

area a more realistic finish. 
Once the roofs were fully dry the 

lighting strips were taped to each 
building using electrical tape which 
provided a quick, clean and fuss free 
means of securing these lightweight 
items. Each one was then connected 
to a pair of multi-core wires – red for 
positive, green for negative – and 
two holes were drilled through the 
baseboard at the back of each shed 
to allow the wires to pass through 
the board to a connector block. 

The results were superb and 
inspired us to get cracking with 
other detail elements of the 
build to ensure that we had 
enough time to add a set of 
yard lamps on the final day.

Again we split our efforts. 
Mark added the railings to the 
turntable deck and finished the 
detail painting of this central 
feature while also taking on detail 
painting of spare lengths of rail, 
sleepers, wheels and other finishing 
items for the depot scene.

Meanwhile I was airbrushing the 
track formation with Geoscenics 
black concentrate – heavily diluted 
- before tackling a first layer of static 
grass to the scene using a Noch 
Grasmaster. This transformed the 
layout from a barren and bare depot 

2.5mm holes drilled through it so 
we could mount the lamps onto it 
temporarily for spraying. With the 
paint dry the lenses were cleaned 
of paint by scraping them with a 
craft knife making the lamps ready 
to install around the yard. These 
were done quickly by drilling 3mm 
diameter holes and fixing them 
in place with contact adhesive.

While the glue dried on these the 
grass was given its third treatment 
by using hairspray to add final 
detail textures consisting of Green 
Scene and Woodland Scenics turfs.

The lamps were now firmly seated 
on the layout so I set to work wiring 
them up underneath while Mark 

GLUES AND TAPES WE USED

l Evostick PVA
l Evostick contact adhesive
l Deluxe Materials Plastic Magic
l Loctite precision superglue
l Black electrical tape
l Tamiya low tack 10mm 

masking tape

instantly giving it much greater 
realism. More was needed though, 
but we had drying times to wait for 
again so for the final job of the day 
the doors were added to the sheds 
before we turned the lights off.

THE COUNTDOWN
By now 18 of our 24 hours’ build 
time had passed but we were 
on the home straight. One final 
push would see us through to the 
point of completion and happily 
all the materials we needed were 
now here and ready to use.

First priority was a second layer 
of static grass as we needed to add 
more depth to the grass during 
the same day. This done we moved 
on to the yard lamps. These are 
from Layouts 4U and while they 
served our purpose perfectly we 
wanted to change their colour 
from gloss black to ‘timber’ brown. 
So, a spare piece of timber had six 

A Collett ‘2251’ 0-6-0 
is turned towards the 
empty shed road at 
the end of the day.

Taking inspiration from Old Oak Common 
a ‘Warship’ and ‘Hymek’ stand side by side 
on the stabling lines.

Above: Ballast is 
Woodland Scenics 
fine and medium 
blended grey 
applied loose and 
then fixed in place 
with diluted PVA.

Below: At the end of 
day two the entire 
board had its first 
layer of ground 
cover – an important 
achievement.

Right: Static grasses from 
the MiniNatur range 
and Green Scene fine 
turfs have been used 
to add detail to the 
basic ground cover.

Left: The 
hardstanding 
was weathered 
with DCC 
Concepts white 

and mid gray 
weathering 

powders for a 
realistic finish.

 

CHALLENGECHALLENGE
2424HrHr

68  April  2016	   www.hornbymagazine.com



result is a busy and compact depot 
scene with the of a turntable as its 
centrepiece. It has been a pleasure 
to build and a great challenge to 
take on – and will doubtless be 
the catalyst for future projects.

We hope you enjoying seeing 
what we have created. Visit www.
hornbymagazine.com to see time 
lapse videos of the model under 
construction and footage of the 
completed model in action. Plus, 
we’ll be going into detail to explain 
how the ADM Turntable was 
installed and set up in a future issue. 
Watch this space for more on this 
and more 24hr challenges... we 
can’t wait for the next one! 

USEFUL LINKS

ADM Turntables	 www.admturntables.co.uk
Albion Alloys	 www.albionalloys.co.uk
Bachmann	 www.bachmann.co.uk
DCC Concepts	 www.dccconcepts.com
DCC Supplies	 www.dccsupplies.com
Deluxe Materials	 www.gaugemaster.com
Evergreen	 www.ehattons.com
Green Scene	 www.green-scene.co.uk
Hatton’s Model Railways	 www.ehattons.com
Hornby	 www.hornby.com
Humbrol	 www.humbrol.com
Kernow Model Rail Centre	 www.kernowmodelrailcentre.com
Layouts 4U	 www.layouts4u.net
Lifecolor	 www.airbrushes.com
MIG Ammo	 www.migjimenez.com
MiniNatur	 www.mininatur.de

got on with the final detailing 
adding boxes, pallets, spare 
wheelsets, tools, figures and more. 
Happily, we have a large collection 
of such paraphernalia which travels 
with Hornby Magazine’s exhibition 
layouts and Mark has a great eye for 
making the most of this collection.

This brought construction to 
a close as the final wires were 
connected to the yard lamps and 
the layout was powered up for the 
first time as a completed model. 
It was 1.38pm on the final day of 
the build and the roundhouse 
challenge was complete. A little over 
22 hours had elapsed and we were 
within our challenge timeline. The 

The soft yellow glow of the shed lights suits the era perfectly.

Almost complete! The roundhouse 
doors are hung while the layout 

waits for the yard lamps to be 
installed and final detailing.

Right: The 
roof of each 

roundhouse 
segment was 
painted grey 
to stop light 

bleed and 
the LED strips 
were fixed to 
the roof with 

electrical tape.

Left: The opportunity to add 
interior lighting to the shed was 
too good to miss – especially as 
we were doing so well with time. 
The lighting strips are made 
from three DCC Concepts yellow 
LEDs, two strips of Albion Alloys 
0.33mm nickel silver rod and a 
DCC Concepts LED control board.
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takes flight
‘O’ gaugeFalcon 

Brush prototype Falcon is a firm favourite 
and now we have the chance to own 
this stunning locomotive in ‘O’ gauge 
through Heljan’s latest release. 
MIKE WILD runs the rule over this 
impressive 7mm scale diesel.

In ‘O’ gauge the 
imposing proportions 
of Falcon are 
captured to a tee.

	   www.hornbymagazine.com
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TWIN MAYBACH ENGINES, 
68ft 10in long and 2,880hp 
all add up to one thing – 
115tons of Brush diesel-

electric prototype . Delivered 
in 1961 to BR for tests this locomotive 
emerged from Brush Works in 
Loughborough in a striking lime 
green and chestnut brown livery 
and carrying the number D0280.

The twin engine Type 4 was 
Brush’s first answer to the BR design 
panel’s requirement for a new 
standard design for the category. 
However, the fact that it had twin 
engines soon made it outdated 
as new more powerful single 
power units became possible.

Falcon saw service on the 
Eastern, Midland and Western 
Regions during its initial testing 
and after a period in works it was 
taken into revenue stock by BR 
in 1965 when it was allocated to 
the Western Region at Bristol Bath 
Road depot. By now it carried BR 
two-tone green and operated 
alongside the ‘Western’ hydraulics. 
It was later purchased outright 
by BR, overhauled at Swindon 
Works and brought back into 
traffic in 1970 carrying BR blue 
with full yellow ends. It continued 
in service until 1975 and was later 
disposed of in 1976, bringing 
to an end to the Falcon story.

“Falcon is amongst the 
most popular of the Type 4 

diesel prototypes.” 
MIKE WILD

»
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THE DETAILS

Manufacturer:	 www.heljan.dk
Cat No:	 5351
Description:	 Brush prototype D0280 Falcon,  
	 BR two-tone green
Scale:	 ‘O’
Price:	 £699.00
Era:	 5/6
DCC:	 Suitable for conversion
Couplings:	 Working screw links



THE MODEL
Happily in model form Falcon’s 
distinctive appearance has been 
preserved for posterity twice 
now by Heljan – first in its highly 
popular ‘OO’ gauge model and 
now by this imposing ‘O’ gauge, 
7mm:1ft scale, production.

Heljan has a fine reputation for 
creating quality models of British 
diesels in ‘O’ gauge with a back 
catalogue which includes the Class 
33, 40, 52 and most recently the 
Class 60 (HM103). All have been 
produced in limited numbers, but 
Falcon is even more limited. Just 
750 pieces have been made across 
the three liveries making this an 
already prized product. Fortunately, 
we were able to get our hands 
on one for review via Heljan – we 
couldn’t miss the opportunity to 
see one of these models first hand.

The long slab-sided design 
of Falcon is surprisingly full of 
character and Heljan has recreated 

that beautifully. From all angles 
it captures the looks and style of 
the real locomotive and with a 
high standard of fit and finish too. 
Features to look out for include the 
fine turned metal sprung 
buffers, directional 
lighting, detailed cab 
interior (although it 
will benefit from 
a little detail 
painting and a 
crew) working 
roof fans, twin 
motor drive 
and a separately 
fitted Falcon 
crest mounted 
on the bodyside.

Separately fitted handrails 
and grabrails are fitted all round 
while the model also comes with 
fully detailed bufferbeams straight 
from the factory. Central on these 
are screw link sprung couplings 
which are fully operational.

The bodyside grilles are neatly 
moulded while the roof fan 
grilles are separate etches. The 
underframe features authentic 
renditions of the bogie side frames 

and fuel tank designs 
making this a powerful 

package on the 
detail front.

Our sample 
was delivered 
in BR two-
tone green 
as carried 

by D0280 
between 1965 

and 1970. This 
version is limited 

to just 300 models. 
Application of the paint was 

excellent throughout with crisp 
edges to the yellow warning 
panels, neatly printed headcode 
panel letters and numbers 
together with pristine paint 
finishing on the body and roof.

PERFORMANCE
All of Heljan’s ‘O’ gauge diesels come 
equipped with a twin motor chassis 
and Falcon’s is similar in style to 
the recent Class 60 (HM103) which 
opens up greater space inside 
the model. With its 4kg weight 
Falcon is a heavy locomotive and 
its performance is helped by this. 
Straight from the box our sample 
ran smoothly and quietly offering 
fine control of the motors which 
were perfectly matched to realistic 
speeds. Flywheels are fitted to 
the motors and this helps in the 
model’s silky-smooth performance. 
Drive is to the outer axles of each 
bogie leaving the centre axle 
free for current collection only.

Our test circuit calls for negotiation 
of second radius ‘O’ gauge 
curves which the model handled 
comfortably when running light. 
Loading it up with a seven-coach 
train proved to be no contest for 
Falcon’s power when underway - 

Gearbox and bogie mount.

Detailed cab interior.

REVIEWS 
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even the rolling resistance of the full 
train weight around a curve couldn’t 
reduce the locomotives abilities.

With its twin roof fans running and 
the headcode illuminated the Brush 
prototype looks a treat at the head 
of a train. A switch is also built into 
the chassis to turn the taillights off.

Adding Digital Command Control 
(DCC) should be straightforward, 
but will require a suitable large 
scale decoder to provide enough 
power for the motors. Installation 
of a decoder is best seen as a 
replacement of the central Printed 
Circuit Board, as there is no form 
of DCC decoder socket provided 
in the model. Sound will require 

the same process, but happily 
Heljan has provided a space in 
the fuel tanks capable of hosting 
a 40mm diameter speaker.

OVERALL
Falcon has always been amongst 
the most popular of the Type 4 
diesel prototypes. Its service career 
with BR gave rise to a greater 
following than some others with 
shorter lives and it continues to 
attract great attention today in 
model form. Heljan’s new ‘O’ gauge 
model of D0280 is a fantastic 
tribute to this fine machine and 
one which we are certain will 
be a sell out success. (MW)

Twin motors with heavy 
brass flywheels.

The long slab-sided 
body is given relief by 
beautifully executed 
grilles and detailing.

Three-axle bogies with the 
outer axles powered.

Main circuit, but with 
no DCC socket.

Working roof fans driven 
by separate motors.
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THE DETAILS

Manufacturer:	 www.oxfordrail.com
Cat No:	 OR76AR002
Description:	 Adams ‘0415’ 4-4-2T 30584,  
	 BR lined black, early crests
Price:	 £99.95
Era:	 4
DCC:	 DCC ready, 8-pin socket
Couplings:	 Small tension locks  
	 in NEM pockets

A Bentley beauty from Oxford
Augmenting the Oxford Diecast range of 1:76 scale model vehicles is this 
new issue of the Bentley T2 four-door saloon. Depicting a late 1970s 
registered vehicle, our sample is finished as KCX 480S in gloss Masons 
black relieved by a gold stripe on each side. Neat touches 
include brake lights and indicators picked out 
as well as Bentley badges, white-walled tyres, 
satin black bumpers and plush cream interior. 
A striking release from Oxford Diecast. (MC)

THE FIRST OXFORD RAIL 
ready-to-run Adams 
‘Radial’ 4-4-2Ts touched 
down in November 

2015 (HM103) and while it was 
certainly a welcome addition to 
the impressive Southern Railway 
locomotive stable for ‘OO’ it 
received a mixed response in the 
wider market. However, Oxford 
Rail has released a new, and 
upgraded, version of the model 
in this second incarnation.

Delivered as 30584 in BR lined 
black with early crests on the side 
tanks this model really looks the 
part – not least in the fact that it 
has black handrails and a black 
smokebox door dart. These small 
changes make a big difference to 
how the model looks, although 
silver handrails have been retained 
on the leading edge of the water 
tanks and at the cab where 
contemporary images suggest 
these should also be black.

The quality of this production 
model is also greatly improved with 
Oxford Rail having made minor 
adjustments to the tooling and its 
manufacturing process including 
a change to ensure that the tool 
boxes either side of the smokebox 
are fitted flush with the footplate. 
Livery application is neatly done 
throughout with a subtle satin 
black base colour finished off 
with neat and complete lining, 
crests and bunker side numbers.

Our initial tests with the first 
release, 30583 (HM103), were 
limited in time, but happily we have 
been able to put this sample of 
30584 through its paces fully with 
endurance performance being 
evaluated alongside the basics.

Firstly and most importantly 
the stiffness of the original chassis 
design has been resolved so the 
model has a small amount of 
vertical movement in the front 
bogie. This has been achieved 

REVISED    ‘RADIAL’

THE DETAILS

Manufacturer:  	www.oxforddiecast.co.uk
Cat No: 	 76BT2003
Description:	 Bentley T2 saloon, Masons black
Price: 	 £4.95
Era:	 7
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New from Hollar Models are these 
packs containing miniature Metal 
Box and Ribble Cement wagon 
posters. Available in 4mm and 
7mm scales, these new posters 
represent the full-size versions 
applied to some BR vans and 
containers carrying both companies’ 

products in the 1950s and 1960s.
Computer-printed on self-
adhesive labels, each 7mm scale 
pack contains 15 posters while 
the 4mm scale packs contain 
38 Ribble Cement and 40 Metal 
Box posters respectively. Neatly 
printed and simple to use. (MC)

Garden 
sheds

THE DETAILS

Supplier: 	 www.gaugemaster.com
Cat No: 	 GMKD53
Description: 	 Laser-cut garden sheds x2
Price: 	 £5
Era:	 Any

THE DETAILS:

Manufacturer:  	www.4groundtrackside.com
Cat No: 	 OO-TE-124
Description:	 Wrought iron spear point railings with gates
Price: 	 £9
Era:	 Any

4Ground laser-cut fencing

THE DETAILS:

Supplier:  	 www.parksidedundas.co.uk
Cat No: 	 HR19/HR20
Description:	 4mm Ribble Cement/Metal Box wagon posters
Cat No:	 HR719/HR720
Description:	 7mm Ribble Cement/Metal Box wagon posters
Price: 	 £3 per pack
Era:	 4/5

Posters to shout about

REVISED    ‘RADIAL’

by shortening the length of the 
front of the bogie marginally so 
that uneven track or changes of 
gradient can be accommodated 
by the model without it losing 
traction. The driving wheel flange 
depth has also been reduced to 
improve their appearance. We 
found that throughout our tests 
the model coped perfectly well 
with a range of medium and large 
radius code 75 points and also easily 
handled second radius curves. 

An 8-pin DCC decoder socket is 
fitted to 30584, as with 30583, with 
limited space available for those 
wishing to install digital sound.

Oxford Rail has responded 
superbly well to commentary 
on its first ‘Radial’ and while the 
changes may only be small, but 
they have made a big difference 
to how it looks and runs. It makes 
this version of the ‘Radial’ highly 
attractive – and especially with 
its sub £100 price tag. (MW)

New to Gaugemaster’s range of ‘N’ 
gauge scenic accessories are these 
laser-cut garden sheds. Manufactured 
under the Kestrel Designs banner, 
each pack contains two wooden 
garden sheds presented on laser-
cut frets. Each part is neatly cut and 
held in place with tiny tabs which 
are easily removed, with care. As 
each part is formed from real wood 
the final effect is authentic with the 
overlapping wood effect appearing 
particularly convincing. (MC)  

4Ground’s range of laser-cut card 
kits is bolstered by this fine pack 
of 4mm scale wrought iron spear 
point railings and gates. Packs 
contain three frets of laser-cut 
card parts consisting of 13 86mm 
lengths of fencing together with 
a selection of single and double 
gates. Precision cut and standing 
14mm high, all parts are pre-
painted black and can also be cut 
to size. Simple and effective. (MC) 
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THESE distinctive carriages 
were introduced from 
1925 for use on the Great 
Western Railway’s (GWR) 

main line express passenger 
services and remained in use until 
the mid-1960s. A few survived 
into departmental use beyond 
that date. Riding on distinctively 
short 7ft single bolster bogies they 
brought a new level of comfort 
to long-distance services and 
even considered the needs of 
apprehensive passengers passing 
between carriages while on the 
move with a reduction in the depth 
of the corridor connections.

Built at the GWR’s Swindon Works, 
the ‘bow-ended’ stock catered for 
left and right-hand corridor versions 
of vehicles enabling trains to be 
marshalled so that the interior 
corridor orientation could be kept 
the same throughout the formation.

Announced in mid-2015 (HM97) 
Hornby’s new range features five 
different carriage designs including 
a Diagram 95 four-compartment 
Corridor Brake Third (BTK) with 
right-hand corridor, Diagram 95 
four-compartment BTK with left-
hand corridor, Diagram C54 Corridor 
Third (TK), Diagram E127 Corridor 
Composite (CK) with right-hand 
corridor and Diagram E127 CK 
with left-hand corridor. Each of the 
new coaches is available in 1930s 
GWR chocolate and cream and 
1950s BR carmine and cream.

For review we received a sample 
of each vehicle type. They boast a 
wealth of separately applied detail 

and exquisite decoration. Close 
inspection reveals individual door 
handles and handrails together 
with crisply moulded hinges and 
doorstops. Accurate vestibule ends 
feature moulded steps, conduit, 
separate pipework, painted 
vestibule door plus neatly moulded 
corridor connections and supports. 
Fine cantrail guttering which 
extends slightly, as it should, at each 
end of the vehicles is also modelled. 

The roof has crisply moulded 
panel lines, roof ventilators, carriage 
destination board fittings and 
four finely moulded roof handrails 
used by staff when changing the 
destination boards. These were 
a later arrangement, the build 
originally featuring two longer 
grab rails mounted centrally.

Hornby’s attention to detail 
extends to the correctly oriented 
corridors on the BTK and CK models 

which enables an authentic rake 
to be assembled with guard’s 
compartments correctly set at 
each end and the interior corridor 
running on one side throughout.

Decoration is sublime on all 
versions with an evenly applied 
satin paint finish in GWR chocolate 
and cream or BR carmine and 
cream. The GWR models also feature 
a white roof, double gold and black 
lining, gold painted handles and 

GWR Collett 

‘BOW-END’ 
COACHES
Hornby’s eagerly awaited ‘OO’ gauge Great 
Western Railway Collett 57ft ‘bow-ended’ 
corridor coaches arrived in February – but are 
they worth the wait? MARK CHIVERS takes  
a closer look.
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‘mahogany’ or Indian red droplights. 
The BR era models feature a 
grey roof and lined cream band 
sandwiched between the upper 
and lower carmine body colour. 
Crisply printed lettering, numbers, 
class designations, smoking/no 
smoking window labels and, on 
the pre-nationalisation models, 
GWR coat of arms complete 
the handsome appearance.

The underframe is well defined 

with plenty of rivets, full length 
running boards, truss frames, 
battery boxes, dynamo, brake 
reservoir, accurate bogies and brake 
shoes in line with the wheels. It also 
features turned metal disc wheels in 
the 7ft bogies and separately fitted 
tie bars between the axleboxes. 

Small tension lock couplings 
in NEM pockets are fitted as 
standard while a separate pack 
containing a pair of Hornby’s 

close couplers, two plain carriage 
destination roofboards and two 
different vestibule end boards is 
also included with each vehicle. 
We did note that some of the NEM 
pockets were a tight fit for the 
coupling shanks on our samples.

Each model is nicely weighted and 
ran freely whilst on test although 
there was a slight tendency for 
‘bounce’ between vehicles when 
fitted with standard tension locks. 

This was easily remedied using 
the supplied close couplers. 
Combined with the addition of 
the corridor connection covers 
these alternative couplings offer 
a slim gap between vehicles. 

These new Collett 57ft ‘bow-
ended’ carriages provide the 
perfect accompaniment to the 
manufacturer’s recent ‘King’ 4-6-0 
and offer an attractive new choice 
of GWR/WR rolling stock. (MC)

THE DETAILS	

Manufacturer:  	 www.hornby.com
Cat No:	 R4679
Description:	 GWR Collett 57ft Corridor Third 4548, GWR chocolate and cream
Cat No:	 R4680
Description:	 GWR Collett 57ft Corridor Brake Third (R/H) 5131, GWR chocolate and cream
Cat No:	 R4681
Description:	 GWR Collett 57ft Corridor Brake Third (L/H) 5132, GWR chocolate and cream
Cat No:	 R4682
Description:	 GWR Collett 57ft Corridor Composite (L/H) 6520, GWR chocolate and cream
Cat No:	 R4683
Description:	 GWR Collett 57ft Corridor Composite (R/H) 6519, GWR chocolate and cream
Cat No:	 R4684
Description:	 BR Collett 57ft Corridor Third W4857W, BR carmine and cream
Cat No:	 R4685
Description:	 BR Collett 57ft Corridor Brake Third (R/H) W5091W, BR carmine and cream
Cat No:	 R4686
Description:	 BR Collett 57ft Corridor Brake Third (L/H) W5092W, BR carmine and cream
Cat No:	 R4687
Description:	 BR Collett 57ft Corridor Composite (L/H) W6030W, BR carmine and cream
Cat No:	 R4688
Description:	 BR Collett 57ft Corridor Composite (R/H) W6029W, BR carmine and cream
Price: 	 £39.99 each
Scale:	 ‘OO’
Era:	 3 and 4/5
Couplings:	 Small tension locks in NEM pockets

Hornby’s new Collett ‘bow-end’ carriages have been 
released in BR carmine and cream and GWR chocolate 
and cream liveries. Detailing is excellent throughout.
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THE LNWR ‘Super D’ 
is a fabulous looking 
locomotive. Its eight-
coupled chassis gives it a 

unique place amongst ready-to-
run locomotives, for the time being 
at least, and it oozes character.

The Bachmann model of this 
popular design has been in the 
‘OO’ gauge range for several 
years now with the first arriving 
in 2008. This is a new version of 
the model which, while externally 
and internally identical 
to previous 
releases, has a 
new running 
number.

Our sample 
is presented 
in LMS 
black as 
9376 with a 
Buxton (9D) 
shedcode on 
the smokebox 
door. Also due for 
release is 49106 in 

Peco has added a trio of new 
narrow gauge carriages to its 
growing ‘OO9’ ready-to-run range 

offering two vehicles based 
on Glyn Valley Tramway (GVT) 
vehicles and a freelance brake.  

All are based on four wheel chassis 
and feature plastic wheels and 
narrow gauge ‘hook’ couplings.

The three vehicles are smartly 
turned out in matching GVT 
green livery with white roofs and 

New LMS identity for       ‘Super D’

BR black with 
late crests and 
a weathered 

finish (Cat 
No. 31-481).
Our sample 

matched the high 
standard of the first 

releases with a quality finish and 
fit to all parts throughout. 9376 
is fitted with a tender back cab 
too. The detail pack supplied with 
the model contains guard irons 
for the front as well as brakepipes 
with the only obtrusion at the 
front being the low hanging 

NEM coupling pocket which we 
removed by pulling it out of the 
chassis block for photography.

On the track this sample 
performed superbly and quietly 
throughout the speed range 
without any hesitation. The 
eight-coupled chassis has plenty 

THE DETAILS

Manufacturer:	 www.bachmann.co.uk
Cat No:	 31-480
Description:	 LNWR ‘Super D’ 0-8-0 9376, LMS black
Scale:	 ‘OO’
Price:	 £119.95
Era:	 3
DCC:	 DCC ready, 8-pin socket
Couplings:	 Small tension locks in NEM pockets

Glyn Valley carriages for ‘OO9’
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Finescale Model World’s 
range of modelling materials 
includes this useful pack 
of ten mixing pots.

Ideal for use with paints or 
glue, each 25ml pot is moulded 
in clear plastic and suitable for 
use with most liquids, including 
acrylic or enamel paints. Handy 
and available now. (MC)

New to the Oxford 
Fire range of 1:76 
scale diecast vehicles 
is this Land Rover FT6 
Carmichael Redwing 
appliance in Army 
Fire Service (AFS) 
red. First introduced 
to the AFS in the 
1960s, these four-
wheel drive vehicles were 
ideal for use in all terrains and 
carried a 140gallon water tank.

This new release carries the 
standard AFS red livery. Cleverly, 
the lower half of the model is 

Vollmer chimney 
‘STACKS UP’

THE DETAILS:	

Supplier:  	 www.goldenvalleyhobbies.com
Cat No: 	 VOL 46017
Description:	 Chimney
Price: 	 £7.70
Era:	 4-9

THE DETAILS:

Manufacturer:  	www.oxforddiecast.co.uk
Cat No: 	 76LRC004
Description:	 Land Rover FT6 Carmichael, Army Fire Service
Price: 	 £8.95
Era:	 5/6

((Must - with pic 4))

window surrounds. The quality of 
the mouldings is excellent with 
each vehicle having a crisp outline 
and basic interior detail – rather 
like the prototypes would have 
been, basic! A useful feature is 
that the roof of each coach is left 
loose making the addition of 
passengers 100% straightforward.

Peco’s introduction of narrow 
gauge ready-to-run rolling stock 
is excellent news but, partly due 

to the smaller market for this type 
of stock, the models do come 
at a price. The £25 price tag for 
these vehicle may come as a 
shock for some - and for us they 
should really have metal wheels 
at this price – but when you 
want something different it will 
always come at a higher price.

These attractive new 
models are available now 
from Peco retailers. (MW)

New LMS identity for       ‘Super D’

of flexibility and comfortably 
negotiated curves as tight as 
second radius. Our tests were 
carried out with a 20 wagon van 
train – a load which was little 
challenge to the powerful chassis. 
For those planning on a digital 
decoder a 21-pin decoder socket 

is provided in the tender together 
with pre-drilled sound outlet holes 
for digital sound installations.

The ‘Super D’ really is a super 
model and one which has 
plenty of character and for the 
LMS modeller this is a must-
have new addition. (MW)

diecast metal while the upper 
half is plastic, incorporating flush 
glazing. Decorated to a high 
standard, this is another fine 
model from Oxford Diecast. (MC)

MIXING  
IT UP

Ideal for industrial applications is this ‘HO’ 
scale chimney stack from Vollmer. Moulded 
in pre-coloured red plastic, the kit is supplied 
on two sprues containing the chimney and 
base sections. The bricks are neatly moulded 
with sufficient depth for mortar to be 
represented when painting the structure. All 
parts fit together well, with the completed 
tapered chimney measuring 276mm in 
height. A white Esso waterslide transfer is 
also included for use if required. (MC)

Land Rover FT6
THE DETAILS

Manufacturer:	 www.peco-uk.com
Cat No:	 GR-500 (enclosed coach), GR-520 (open side  
	 coach), GR-530 (enclosed brake)
Description:	 Glyn Valley Tramway and freelance narrow  
	 gauge four-wheel carriages
Price:	 £24.75 each
Era:	 2
Couplings:	 ‘OO9’ hook couplings

THE DETAILS

Supplier: 	 www.finescalemodelworld.co.uk
Description: 	 Mixing Pots (x10)
Scale: 	 Any
Price: 	 £1.49
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E
LIMINATION of steam traction 
in the south of England 
presented British Railways with 
somewhat different problems 
than in the rest of the country. 
In that region modernisation 

had already been in progress for many years 
with the result that more than half of the 
route mileage was equipped with third-rail 
electrification and the majority of suburban 
passenger services were already being 
worked by Electric Multiple Units (EMUs). 

The remaining steam locomotives were 
mainly used on long-distance express 
and freight work, with goods trains using 
yards and sidings that were beyond the 
reach of the electrified network. Any 
replacement for steam would have to be 
capable of working these yards but while 
diesel was the obvious choice it made 
little sense for them to spend most of their 

time hauling trains over electrified lines. 
In an effort to find a solution to this 

problem the Southern Railway constructed 
a small number of electric locomotives in 
1941 fitted with a pantograph enabling 
them to collect current from overhead 
tramway-style wiring. This idea was copied 
by British Railways in 1958 with a further 
batch of electrics, Class 71, but it was found 
that the cost of providing and maintaining 
miles of overhead wiring just to service 
small goods yards was prohibitive and a 
new solution would have to be found.

FIRST THOUGHTS
Initial proposals were drawn up in the 
early 1950s for a locomotive that would 
be capable of operating on the electrified 
system and have a small diesel engine 
incorporated too, enabling it to access yards 
and sidings. This was originally envisaged as 

Despite its considerable third-rail electrified system 
the Southern Region had a large number of yards and 
secondary lines that were ‘off the juice’ and to work these 
a unique and special type of locomotive was needed. With 
the recent arrival of the new Dapol ‘OO’ gauge Class 73, 
EVAN GREEN-HUGHES looks back at the class’ history.

BR’s Class 73
ELECTRO-DIESEL

The Gatwick Express service was one of the last bastions of Class 73 passenger haulage on the third-rail 
network. On October 10 1996 73210 Selhurst passes Clapham Junction with a London Victoria-Gatwick 
Airport express. Brian Stephenson.

»

84  April  2016	   

REALITY CHECK



Right: Network SouthEast 
73129 approaches 

Tonbridge station with 
the 1.10pm mail train for 
Willesden on October 28 

1994. Brian Stephenson.

Below: Class 73 electro-
diesel 73101 The Royal 

Alex rounds the curve from 
Charing to the A20 road 

bridge at Westwell Leacon 
with the VSOE British 

Pullman train conveying 
passengers from London 

Victoria to Folkestone 
Harbour for Venice in 1997. 

Brian Stephenson.



a centre-cab mixed-traffic design of limited 
haulage capability and was promoted as 
a regional project. By the time finance 
was actually authorised by the British 
Transport Commission the locomotive had 
grown to become a fully-fledged twin-cab 
machine with a narrow profile body which 
would enable it to be used on all routes, 
including that to Hastings (where the 
width was restricted by narrow tunnels), 
and with a power output comparable with 
a mid-range mixed traffic steam engine.

The first six locomotives were built at 
British Railways’ own Eastleigh works 
and contained a number of unusual 
features enabling them to work on two 
power sources. Each was equipped with 
a four-cylinder English Electric power 
unit supplying a generator which then 
provided electric current to drive the 
train for use when there was no third-rail 
available. When collecting current from 
the third-rail conventional resistance and 
series/parallel control was used with the 
current passing directly to the traction 
motors, meaning that the diesel engine 
could then be switched off. The driver had 
two sets of controls one above the other 
and one for each type of traction which 

could be selected merely by returning 
both to the off position. An air system was 
also provided that could lift the collector 
shoes from the third-rail when required. 

Many of the components were selected 
from those already in use. The engine 
was similar to that used in the ‘Thumper’ 
Diesel-Electric Multiple Units some 
five years earlier while the bogies were 
essentially the same as the power bogies 
on the 4-REP and 4-VEP EMUs, although 
with modified springing to take account of 
the extra weight involved. Likewise, the 
traction motors used were interchangeable 
with those used on the 4-REPs. 

The first locomotive was numbered 
E6001 and emerged in plain light green 
livery with half-height yellow warning 
panels in February 1962. Following 
official inspection, it was sent for trials 
and was generally very successful. 
Subsequent locomotives from this batch 
were turned out in the same colour 
but with a grey stripe at the bottom 
of the body and without the yellow 
warning panel. Standard coach style 
oval buffers were fitted and, perhaps 
with an eye on future work, Pullman-
style rubbing plates were also fitted.

THE UPGRADED FLEET
Following the success of the first batch 
of locomotives an order was placed 
for a production batch of 43. These 
were built at English Electric’s Vulcan 
Foundry at Newton-le-Willows. Some 
improvements were made in the light 
of experience with the pilot batch, 
including changing the gearing so that a 
top speed of 90mph was possible rather 
than the 80mph of the earlier engines. 

Changes were made in the arrangements 
for providing air for the traction motor 
blowers as in the prototype batch this had 
been taken from within the locomotive 
body which tended to cause draughts and 
so the system was modified so that air 
came instead from filters in the bodyside. 
Arrangements were also made so that the 
locomotive’s diesel engine could be started 
remotely from any EMU to which it was 
coupled. The second batch also had fewer 
jumper cables on the cab ends as it had 
been found possible by this time to use 
one set of cables to operate either 70v or 
110v systems instead of having to provide 
separate arrangements for each type. 

This second batch was outshopped from 
new in British Rail matt blue livery with half 

A trio of Class 73s carrying three different 
liveries pass Chart Leacon, Ashford, on October 
26 2009 hauling a Network Rail tamper. 73212 
is in Network Rail yellow, 73208 Kirsten wears 

BR blue and 73204 Janice carries GB Railfreight 
blue and orange. Brian Stephenson.



height yellow end panels. The first few also 
had the grey stripe at the bottom of the body, 
although this was dropped at some point 
during production. These locomotives were 
also fitted with large round Oleo buffers.

Despite the original intention to use 
the electro-diesels mainly on freight the 
class soon began to be considered as a 
maid of all work which due to its control 
system could be used in conjunction with 
other locomotives, with EMUs or with 
hauled stock. Duties included hauling 
conventional trains of Mk 
1 stock on services from 
London to Brighton as 
well as numerous parcels, 
internal and inter-regional 
freight workings. The 
electro-diesels also proved 
particularly useful on 
boat trains as they could 
work unaided right into 
the docks using their 
diesel engines. While largely successful 
the class did seem to suffer from a large 
number of fires with several damaged 
during their lifetime from this cause.

VARIED DUTIES
The 73s worked on relatively uneventfully 
for many years, although as traditional 
freight work dried up they found themselves 
more often than not employed on passenger 
and parcels work. TOPS numbers were 
applied in 1974 with the first batch taking 
73001-73006 and the production series 
73101-73142. By this time many of the 
differences between the two batches had 
been eliminated as the original locomotives 
had by now had their air systems updated 
and had had Oleo style buffers fitted. 

engine and fitting two 750hp Cummins 
engines, meaning that 1,500hp will be 
available in diesel mode while Brush 
Traction at Loughborough are undertaking 
a similar exercise but in this case fitting a 
single MTU 1,600hp V8 engine. Such is 
the advance in diesel engine technology 
that even with an additional 1,000hp 
available the new power units weigh 
almost three tons less than those that 
they have replaced. During the rebuild 
process all locomotives are being 
completely dismantled and refurbished. 
In this form some are due to take over the 
working of the Anglo-Scottish ‘sleeper’ 
trains in Scotland for GB Railfreight.

Several examples of Class 73 are also 
at work on our heritage railways in their 
original form with all three first-built 
locomotives being in preservation. 73001 is 
a resident of the East Lancashire Railway, 
73002 is heavily stripped at the Dean 
Forest while E6003 is at the Swindon 
and Cricklade Railway. Five others are at 
various sites around the country, although 
all are now reliant on the power from 
their small diesel engines as there is no 
third-rail in the preservation world. 

The Class 73 was an innovative answer 
to a particular Southern Region problem 
and produced a very versatile locomotive 
that found many uses even after most 
of its intended work had dried up. 

That we will shortly see them working 
‘sleeper’ trains in the West Highlands more 
than 50 years after their first appearance 
south of the Thames says a great deal about 
the sound design of the original and we 
look forward to being able to enjoy them 
both in preservation and on the main 
lines for many more years to come. 

In 1984 a sub-fleet was created for use 
on Gatwick Express services where they 
worked at one end of a rake of Mk 2f 
coaches with a converted Class 414 driving 
coach at the other end in push-pull mode. 
These trains proved particularly useful 
when there were issues with the third-rail 
as there was sufficient power in the Class 
73’s diesel engine to keep the train on the 
move, although not at normal speeds.

At privatisation the bulk of the ‘73s’, 
with the exception of the Gatwick Express 

fleet, passed to English 
Welsh & Scottish Railway 
(EWS) but these were 
soon set aside in favour 
of more modern motive 
power. As a result several 
passed into other hands. 
Eurostar acquired two 
which it fitted with special 
couplers to enable them 
to rescue or shunt its 

Class 373 EMUs, FM Rail bought some 
for further use, Merseyrail had four used 
for shunting and on departmental trains, 
South West Trains used the class as 
rescue locomotives while Network Rail 
had three for use on engineering trains. 
Some others went into preservation. Most 
of these had fairly short second lives 
and with the withdrawal of the Gatwick 
Express fleet in 2005 it seemed as if the 
Class 73 story was coming to an end.

A SURPRISE REBIRTH
However, in the last few years two 
competing schemes have got under way 
for full refurbishment and further use for 
these versatile locomotives. RVEL of Derby 
is rebuilding some by removing the original 

BR CLASS 73 FACTS AND FIGURES

Original classification:	 JA/JB
Number series:	 E6001-E6006 (73001-73006)
	 E6007-E6049 (73101-73142)
Builder:	 BR Eastleigh (E6001-E6006)
	 EE Vulcan Foundry (E6007-E6049)
Route availability:	 6
Introduced:	 1962-1967
Withdrawal:	 Some still in service
Wheel arrangement:	 Bo-Bo
Electrical system:	 Third-rail, 660v-750v DC
Engine (original):	 English Electric 4SKRT Mk II
Cylinders:	 Four
Power:	 1,600hp (electric)
	 600hp (diesel)
Traction motors (as built):	 EE542A (E6001-E6006)
	 EE546/1B	 (E6007-E6049)
Train heating:	 Electric
Brakes (locomotive):	 Air
Brakes (train):	 Vacuum, air and electro-pneumatic
Maximum tractive effort (electric):	 42,000lbs (E6001-E6006)
	 40,000lbs (E6007-E6049)
Maximum tractive effort (diesel):	 34,100lbs (E6001-E6006)
	 36,000lbs (E6007-E6049)
Length:	 53ft 8in
Width over cabs:	 8ft 8in
Weight:	 75ton 2cwt
Wheel diameter:	 3ft 4in
Maximum speed:	 80mph (E6001-E6006)
	 90mph (E6007-E6049)
Fuel capacity:	 340gallons
Total built:	 49

“Proposals were 
drawn up in the 

early 1950s for the 
electro-diesel.” 

EVAN GREEN-HUGHES

Brand new ‘JB’ E6029 has just uncoupled from a 
special boat train at Folkestone Harbour for the 

Locomotive Club of Great Britain and Railway 
Magazine from London Victoria on May 15 

1966. Having moved off the third-rail section, 
the locomotive is now operating from its 600hp 

diesel engine only. Brian Stephenson.

73212, freshly painted 
in GBRf livery, has just 
passed Charing with a 
Network Rail test train 

on May 20 2010. GBRf is 
currently the largest user 

of Class 73s on the main 
line network. 

Brian Stephenson.
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Fitted with a Zimo MX648 
and a 15mm x 10mm 
sugar cube speaker the 
Hornby ‘J50’ now sounds 
as good as it looks. All 
the modifications are 
internal leaving no 
visible signs of the new 
components within.

Hornby’s recently released ‘J50’ 0-6-0T is almost filled with 
metal chassis casting, but that doesn’t mean that fitting 
sound is out of the question. PAUL CHETTER describes 
how he created space to fit digital sound without 
compromising its most important feature - adhesion.

into the ‘J50’s sound 
PINT-POT

Fitting a

QUART
DIGITAL SOUND
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HORNBY designed a heavy chassis 
for its new ‘J50’ 0-6-0T incorporating 
forward and rear integral ballast 
weights to endow this model 
with good adhesion and electrical 

pick-up. This strategy has been successful as it is a 
smooth running and powerful model as we came 
to experience during our review testing (HM104). 

For the sound installer there are two 
challenges which this strategy raises. The first 
is identifying where free space can be found 
for a decoder and speaker. Secondly, the very 
tight tolerances between the body and chassis 
with its moulded ballast means that what might 
at first seem to be usable wiring routes are in 
fact pinch-points which might endanger the 
integrity of any wires trapped in them. This 
close fitting design also means that the chassis 
grips the body so that separating them after 
releasing the fixing screws can require a little 
more force than is generally the case, but there 
are no hidden locating tabs to worry about.

Short wiring runs between components 
located as closely as possible to each other are 
usually the way to overcome such challenges. 
The current range of small format decoders 
and compact speakers can be a useful ally too 
and that is what make this installation perfectly 
possible – a combination of small components.

STARTING BLOCK
Some careful measuring of the usable spaces 
revealed that Zimo’s miniature MX648 would 
sit comfortably within the footprint of the 
chassis in the area of the Digital Command 
Control (DCC) socket. Unfortunately, as is 
often the case in smaller locomotives, the DCC 
socket though securely mounted does dissect 
the largest usable space. Without its presence 
and that of its support pillars, there would 
be enough room for a full size cube speaker. 
There being no easy alternative, I decided to 
remove the socket and hardwire the decoder. 
This is often the best route for installation in a 
tank engine. Taking out the bulk of a decoder 
socket really does free up a substantial 
amount of free space for new additions.

As well as abandoning the DCC socket this 
installation requires the removal of a small 
amount of metal from the chassis in order to 
mount the speaker. Whilst this is not a difficult 

task, you should be aware that doing so will 
very likely adversely affect your warranty.

I removed the two screws fixing the DCC 
socket and removed it. A novel method 
of connecting the track pick-ups to the 
decoder socket has been incorporated. A 
pair of telescopic plungers attached to the 
socket PCB pass vertically down through 
insulated channels to the pick-ups below.

I will be monitoring the long term 
performance of this device, but since the 
alternative was to remove the keeper plate 
and solder direct to the pick-ups, I decided to 
utilise the supplied solution, at least initially.

I cut through the PCB immediately adjacent 
to the plungers, leaving them connected 
to each other by a strip of PCB with a hole 
for the fixing screw. When the decoder’s 
track wires have been soldered on they 
will be refitted in their original position.

The gap between the supporting pillars 

WHAT WE USED 

PRODUCT	 SUPPLIER	 PRICE
Hornby ‘J50’ 0-6-0T	 www.hornby.com	 £79.99
Zimo MX648 sound decoder	 www.digitrains.co.uk	 £90.00
Zimo 15mm x 10mm x 12mm cube speaker	 www.digitrains.co.uk	 £8.50
‘J50’ activedrive sound file	 www.digitrains.co.uk	 £0.01

»



is a touch too narrow to allow the cube 
speaker to be fitted with them both in 
situ. After carefully masking off all but 
the immediate area to be worked, I filed 
off the forward (now unused) pillar. 

I fixed the cube speaker to the 
chassis enclosure side down with 
tiny amounts of mastic.

The thick heatshrink insulation which 

shrouds the MX648 was removed, partially 
to reduce overall size and partly to allow 
easy removal of the unused decoder wires, 
again to reduce bulk. I trimmed the two 
track, two motor and two speaker wires 
which remained and soldered these to 
their respective connections, bar the 
grey decoder wire which was soldered to 
the motor’s grey wire and insulated.

REASSEMBLY
I insulated the decoder with Kapton tape and 
similarly covered the exposed metal parts of 
the speaker. A small patch of sticky mastic 
between speaker and decoder secured the 
latter in the correct position to allow the 
body to be lowered fully onto the chassis. 
Check that the body sits without rocking 
front to back which might be an indication 

 INSTALLING DCC SOUND IN A HORNBY ‘J50’ 0-6-0TSTEP BY STEP

1

4

3

5

6 7 8

9 10

As usual, begin by removing the fixing screws, arrowed. The body can be a tight fit but it simply pulls 
off: there are no additional locating tabs to be concerned with.

With the body removed from the chassis, the DCC socket, 
PCB, connecting plungers and support pillars can be seen.

Remove the two 
screws securing 
the PCB/DCC socket 

and lift the assembly upwards 
without twisting anything.

This view of the 
underside of 
the PCB shows 

the plungers deployed to 
connect track pick-up to the 
DCC socket.

The PCB with wires removed, 
ready for surgery

Cut through the PCB immediately 
adjacent to the plungers. Retain 
the connecting portion of the 
PCB as it will be utilised in 
securing the plungers in place. The plungers pass through these insulated channels to the track 

pick-up connections below the chassis.

Here the plunger assembly has been refitted 
temporarily to display its location clearly.

The gap between the original decoder socket support pillars 
is a little too small to allow the cube speaker to be fitted 
without modification.

Carefully mask off all but the forward pillar to 
avoid metal filings contaminating the adjacent 
geartrain and other moving parts when you file 

or grind off the metal to achieve a space like this.

2
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that the decoder or wires may be trapped 
before refitting the securing screws.

The finely moulded sand pipes have 
a tendency to slip inside the coupling 
rods during reassembly, so be careful 
to ease them outside the rods as the 
body is lowered into position.

After passing all running and electrical 
tests I loaded an ‘ActiveDrive’ sound project 

I created for this model which is now 
available from Digitrains. This incorporates 
several new features to enhance realism 
and operational interest and includes 
Dynamic Inertia where the way the throttle 
is operated varies the inertia values and 
the functioning Brake Key feature.

With the installation work completed the 
‘J50’ really comes to life and it is testament 

to the design of these aftermarket 
parts that no external modifications are 
required to the locomotive in order to 
accommodate them. Even the removable 
metal weight designed to be replaced by a 
decoder has been left in situ allowing this 
powerful 0-6-0T to retain its full weight.

The result is a locomotive which 
sounds just as good as it looks. 

Beginner

Intermediate

AdvancedSKILL LEVEL
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A test fitting of the speaker proves all well so it was 
fixed in place with a small amount of mastic.

Speaker and plungers fitted in place completes 
the physical modifications necessary.

I removed the heatshrink 
insulation from the 
MX648 to reduce overall 
thickness and gain access 
to the soldered wires.

I removed the surplus wires 
from the decoder to reduce 
overall bulk, leaving only the 
track (red and black), motor 
(orange and grey) and speaker 
(purple) wires in place.

I removed the orange motor wire from the motor and 
soldered the orange from the decoder in its place. The 
grey wire, just visible, is fixed to the motor in an enclosed 
space so I spliced the decoder and motor grey wires 
together and insulated the joint with heatshrink tubing.

This image displays the general 
disposition of the components prior 
to adding insulation. Note the grey 
motor wire with heatshrink tubing 

added to the joint.

All the 
exposed 

metal parts 
of the speaker 
were insulated 
and the decoder 
was wrapped with 
kapton tape so the 
track pick-up wires 
‘appeared’ at the 
end opposite to the 
normal arrangement. 
This helps to keep 
things neat and 
under control during 
reassembly.

Every milimetre counts. 
Removing spare wires 

from the decoder and using 
kapton tape instead of 
factory insulation can  

save space when  
it is essential.

TIP
After refitting the body - 
ensuring that the sand pipe 
mouldings remain outboard 

of the coupling rods and replacing the fixing 
screws – this ‘J50’ is ready for work.

18
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Oldshaw



OldshawSeeking a smaller layout       for operation  
at home, Alan and Maggie Bevan took on 
Andrew Bartlett’s ‘EM’ gauge slice of the 
Western Region – and with a few tweaks it 
is still on the exhibition circuit today.

PHOTOGRAPHY, MIKE BISSET.

STATISTICS
Owner:	 Alan and Maggie Bevan
Scale:	 4mm scale, ‘EM’ gauge track
Length:	 8ft (scenic section)
Width:	 18in
Track:	 C&L finescale
Control:	 DCC
Period:	 BR Western Region, 1980s-1990s

Railfreight Class 
37/5 37672 Freight 

Transport Association 
arrives at Oldshaw 

with a china clay 
train. The Class 101 

waits for a clear road 
back onto the single 

track branch.

1



A
LAN BEVAN and his 
wife Maggie from Essex 
are probably best known 
for the superb and highly 
popular exhibition layout 
Warren Lane. However, 

like most owners of large layouts they face 
the problem of not being able to erect and 
operate it at home due to space limitations.

The frustrations of not having a layout to 
work on or simply operate prompted Alan 
to contemplate a new compact layout which 
would fit his available space. At around 
the same time however on the other side 
of the country in Gloucestershire Andrew 
Bartlett was about to make a radical change 
in his modelling world. He had built an 
‘EM’ (4mm:1ft scale running on 18mm 
gauge track) branch line layout to a very 
high standard but it was not large enough 
to run the length of trains he desired. He 
too had space limitations and realised 
that the only way to run full length trains 
would be to move down to ‘N’ gauge. His 
layout, Oldshaw was advertised for sale.

Back in Essex, the advertisement was 
seen by Alan and he immediately realised 
that Oldshaw could be the answer to his 
own problems. With a scenic length of only 
8ft it was the perfect size for his home. It 
was beautifully modelled and, with some 
minor alterations, it had the potential to 
become a stunning exhibition layout in 
its own right. Alan and Maggie decided 
to make the purchase and so a little part 
of the Western Region moved to Essex.

A Class 50 
passes the 

signalbox at Oldshaw as 
it arrives light engine.

2



WORK OF FICTION
Oldshaw is a fictitious location inspired by 
photographs taken by Andrew Bartlett while 
on holiday. It has a definite Western Region 
theme with the station building based on 
Arley on the Severn Valley Railway and 
the signalbox from Frome in Somerset.

The two 4ft x 18in scenic baseboards are 
of open top quality construction. The outer 
frames were built from 2in x 2in timber 
and the high level trackwork is laid on 
chipboard supported by timber risers.

The ‘EM’ gauge track is from C&L, which 

also provided the kits for the points. 
These are operated by Peco motors with 
polarity switches. As originally built the 
layout was wired with section breaks for 
analogue operation from a control panel 
at the front. The layout is lit along the 
length of the scenic area with lighting units 
normally used for fish tanks. Once the track 
had been laid and tested, it was sprayed 
with track colour and then the ballast 
was set in place with dilute PVA glue.

The signals are built from MSE parts 
and operated by Tortoise slow action 

motors which although quite bulky are 
easily adjusted. The motors for the gantry 
signals are conveniently hidden in the 
adjacent factory building which has a 
removable roof for ease of access.

Most of the buildings have been 
scratchbuilt from Plasticard. The factory 
has been constructed from 40 thou plastic 
sheet, well braced to prevent warping. It is 
finished with an outer layer of embossed 
Plasticard. This was given a coat of 
light grey paint to represent the mortar 
courses and the brickwork was given 

A two-car power-twin 
Class 101 DMU departs 

Oldshaw. The unit is a 
rewheeled Lima model.

3
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Left: A Class 
101 ticks 

over in the platform 
between its duties 
on the branch.

Right: Class 
37/5 37672 

enters Oldshaw  
with a rake of china 
clay hoods.

its colour by dry brushing. Individual 
bricks were picked out in lighter and 
darker shades to provide variety.

Also built with plastic sheet is the 
signalbox, which benefits, as estate agents 
might say, from Great Western pattern 
windows from Modelex brass frets.

Corrugated and brick embossed plastic 
sheet provides the outer finish for the other 
buildings - the station, cottages and small 
garages. Brass rod has been effectively 
used for the downpipes on the cottages.

SCENIC INSPIRATION
Inspired by a book by Barry Norman, 
Andrew created much of the ground 
cover with hanging basket liner with 
added shrubbery from Woodland Scenics. 
Another book which Andrew would 
recommend to anyone making trees is 
the Ladybird Book of Trees, which clearly 
shows the shape and relative sizes of 
the different species. Andrew’s trees 
were built using wire armatures with the 
trunks coated with plaster or Milliput and 
added foliage from Woodlands Scenics.

The water in the canal has a quiet and 
tranquil feel and has been created by setting 
clear resin over a base painted with subtle 
shades of green and brown - a perfect 
haven for the swans which are carefully 
painted Dart Castings models. They are 
set in place with double-sided tape.

As originally built, Oldshaw was exhibited 
by Andrew at around ten exhibitions 
including the last Manchester show to be 
held at the Co-Op headquarters. Hopefully, 
when his new ‘N’ gauge layout is complete 
he will be back on the exhibition trail to 
display his undoubted modelling skills.

NEW OWNERS
When Alan Bevan and Maggie took 
possession of Oldshaw back in 2013, the 
first project was to rewire the layout for 
Digital Command Control (DCC) operation, 
removing the section breaks to make 
all the track live. Alan decided that he 

4
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8ft

18 in

OLDSHAW TRACK DIAGRAM (NOT TO SCALE)
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Sporting 
work worn 

Railfreight grey, Class 
47/0 47014 waits to 
depart with a cement 
working.

Leading a rake of 
heavily used 16ton 

mineral wagons, Class 37/5 
37674 approaches the station.

6

7
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would prefer to operate from the rear of 
the layout rather than the front as before 
so he changed the front fascia. With just a 
few minor alterations and additions and 
a complete set of new trestle supports 
Alan and Maggie were ready to bring the 
layout back to the exhibition scene.

In the last two years, Oldshaw has been 
exhibited at around 15 shows including 
Stafford, Folkestone, Portsmouth Finescale 
and Perth. Alan is usually accompanied by 
Maggie, who is an enthusiastic operator. 
The couple look upon attending exhibitions 
with both Warren Lane and Oldshaw as a 
significant part of their social life and over 
the years have gained a circle of friends 
the length and breadth of the country.

Under Andrew’s ownership Oldshaw 
was primarily set in the 1970s and 1980s 
BR blue diesel era, but Alan and Maggie 
have taken it forward a decade to reach 
the late 1980s and early 1990s. This still 
includes the popular BR blue period, 
but there are now new liveries on show 
including Railfreight grey and the 1987 
introduced Railfreight triple-grey livery. 

Motive power is typical of the area 
and consists of classes 33, 37, 47 and 
50 alongside a Class 101 DMU which 
provides the passenger service on the 
branch. Good stock includes china clay, 
steel and mineral workings assembled from 
stock both ready-to-run and kit built.

The acquisition of Oldshaw has certainly 
been a wise decision for them. Not only 
has it provided another layout to exhibit 
- it has enabled them to have a home 
layout to operate and one which provides 
an ideal test bed for the locomotives 
Alan converts to ‘EM’ gauge. 

A Class 33 
arrives light 

engine from the Southern 
Region at Oldshaw.

8
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ALL PRICES VALID UNTIL 30.04.16.
You must state these prices when ordering

POSTAGE & PACKING RATES PER ORDER:
UK Standard Postage £3.95p
UK Insured Postage and Packing Rate £7.10p
UK Courier Transport and Packing Rate £9.00p
Worldwide at cost. VAT free to non EC.

**Train Sets/Packs and Controllers/Handsets
Postage charged at cost**

PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE

***Please allow 7 days for clearance when paying by cheque***

PLEASE QUOTE OUR SPECIAL PRICES WHEN YOU VISIT US.

Credit Cards Welcome - Visa, Mastercard, Maestro
Please state expiry date

ORDER BY TELEPHONE
Orders taken 6 days a week

9.00am - 5.30pm Monday to Saturday
01432 352809

Ltd Edition Hereford models
Bachmann Limited Editions

with Max run of 504
32-900Y CL108 in Blue/ Grey with Black

window surrounds and Welsh Dragon
embelishment on front C970 .£69.95

33-300F 20 Ton Toad Brake Van GWR
Merthyr.................................£11.35

A Reese Coal Merchants Credenhill......... £9.75

NEW RELEASES

R3324 J50 LNER........................... £69.45
R3325 J50 BR Early ...................... £69.45
R3326 J50 BR Late...................... £69.45
32-880 Fairburn LNER.................. £106.20
32- 882 Fairburn BR Late .............. £106.20
32-390 Class 37 Petroleum Sector £101.95
R3242A K1 BR Early....................... £116.95
R3243B K1 BR Late....................... £116.95
32-381M Class 37 DRS.................... £117.25
R3313 4F LMS.............................. £87.45

HORNBY
Steam Locomotives

R2784X Mallard ................................£85.00
R3314 4F BR................................. £87.45
R3004 Serlby Hall ..................... £116.45
R3004X Serlby Hall ....................... £133.45
R2827 Cheltenham Schools .......... £94.45
R2881 LMS Class 5 Black ...............£67.95
R2999X B1 BR Early....................... £106.99
R3010 Class N15 Sir Sagramore .. £119.45
R3017X BR Patriot ......................... £119.00
R3020 Flying Scotsman ............... £126.50
R3060 Tornado (Railroad)............... £61.45
R3118 N2 BR Late ......................... £74.95
R3127 Schools Cl. Cheltenham SR . £55.50
R3169 Olton Hall GWR ...................£72.50
R3223 BR 42XX ........................... £105.45
R3225 GWR 72XX ...................... .£114.45
R3228 J94 NCB .............................£65.75
R3229 BR British Monarch ...........£119.25
R3230 LNER Class J1 .....................£96.45
R3238 County of Devon ................. £61.25
R3242 BR Early Class K1 .............£114.25
R3276 LMS Compound .................. £66.45
R3284TTS Flying Scotsman ................. £87.90
R3235 D16/3 British Railways...... £100.95
R3234 D16/3 BR Early ................ £100.95
R3233 D16/3 LNER..................... £100.95
R3303 D16/3 BR Early ................ £100.95
R3279 County of Hants .................. £68.75
R3328 S15 BR Early..................... £123.99
R3329 BR Late S15..................... £123.99
R3327 SR S15 ............................. £123.99
R3381 J15 BR Early .......................£96.90
R3336 NRM Flying Scotsman.......£149.95
R3312 A3 Minoru.........................£143.45
R3315 Fowler 2P BR Late ..............£87.45
R3316 Fowler 2P SDJR ..................£87.45
R3003 B17/6 Barnsley .................£116.45
R3003X B17/6 Barnsley DCC .........£121.95
R3318 B17/6 BR Gilwell............ £116.45
R3380 J15 LNER............................£96.90

HORNBY TRAIN PACKS

R2696 CL101 - 2 Car ..................... £65.25
R3059 Tornado Train Pack............ £128.45
R3219 1914 GWR Troop Train........£142.50
R3302 Return from Dunkirk ......... £229.75

!!!!SPECIAL EDITIONS!!!! HORNBY
Diesel Electric Locomotives

R2508 CL121................................. £47.50
R3266 Class 60 Subsector ........... £133.45
R2508A CL121................................. £45.75
R2647 CL56 BR Grey ..................... £72.95
R2668 CL121................................. £45.75
R3161B SR 2 BIL Green ................. £120.60
R3180 Tarmac Sentinel ................. £44.95
R3181 BR Class 56 ...................... £123.95
R3246 Class 67 Arriva................. £111.95
R3267XS Class 60 Transrail w/Sound... £217.75
R3268 Class 67 Arriva................. £122.90
R3272 Class 67 Royal Sovereign.. £105.95
R3281 Class 08 NRM..................... £31.75
R3283 Bagwall Shunter ................. £25.75
R3290A BR 2 HAL Green ................ £113.90
R3344 Class 31 Yellow................. £142.45
R3346 Class 92 DB Schenker ........ £70.45
R3347 Class 92 EWS ..................... £71.45
R3348 EWS Class 67 .................. £123.95
R3350 Class 90 Schenker .............. £61.45
R3263 Class 50 Vanguard ............ £129.75
R3340 BR Green 2-Hal................ £119.75
R3353 Sentinel Balfour Beatty....... £49.45
R3355 Sentinel Wabtec ................. £49.45

HORNBY TRACK

R070 Turntable ............................ £57.95
R083 Buffer Stop ........................... £1.35
R207 Track Fixing Pins................... £1.75
R394 Hydraulic Buffer .................... £3.95
R600 Straight................................. £1.30
R601 Double Straight ..................... £1.95
R604 Curve 1st Rad. ...................... £1.75
R605 Double Curve 1st Rad. .......... £2.05
R606 Curve 2nd Rad. ..................... £1.70
R607 Double Curve 2nd Rad. ......... £2.20
R608 Curve 3rd Rad....................... £1.70
R609 Double Curve 3rd Rad........... £1.95
R610 Short Straight ....................... £1.15
R614 LH Diamond Crossing............ £9.25
R615 RH Diamond Crossing ........... £9.25
R617 Uncoupling Ramp.................. £2.30
R618 Double Isolating Rail ............. £6.95
R620 Railer Uncoupler ................... £4.25
R628 Half Curve 3rd Rad................ £1.70
R643 Half Curve 2nd Rad. .............. £1.40
R8206 Power Track.......................... £3.75
R8072 LH Point ................................ £8.45
R8073 RH Point................................ £8.45
R8074 LH Curved Point .................. £14.25
R8075 RH Curved Point.................. £14.25
R8076 Y Point ................................ £10.25
R8077 LH Express Point ................. £13.95
R8078 RH Express Point................. £13.95

HORNBY
Track Accessories

R076 Footbridge .......................... £11.85
R169 Junction Home Signal ........... £9.75
R170 Junction Distant Signal ......... £9.75
R171 Single Home Signal............... £7.50
R172 Single Distant Signal ............. £7.50
R189 Single Brick Bridge ............... £6.65
R394 Hydraulic Buffer .................... £3.95
R406 Colour Light Signal.............. £18.95
R499 River Bridge........................ £10.70
R574 Trackside Accessories......... £10.00
R626 Point Underlay....................... £3.20
R636 Double Level Crossing......... £15.25
R638 Track Underlay...................... £7.95
R645 Single Level Crossing............ £8.95
R657 Girder Bridge ...................... £11.45

R658 Inclined Pier Set.................... £8.50
R659 High Level Pier Set................ £5.60
R660 Elevated Track Side Walls.... £16.45
R909 Track Supports...................... £6.45

HORNBY TRACKSIDE
R334 Station Canopy.................... £18.95
R460 Straight Platform................... £2.95
R462 Large Curve Platform ............ £3.95
R463 Small Curve Platform ............ £3.20
R464 Platform Ramp...................... £3.20
R495 Platform Subway................... £3.20
R510 Platform Shelter.................... £9.45
R513 Platform Fencing................... £6.45
R514 Platform Canopies............... £10.45
R590 Station Halt ......................... £17.95
R8000 Country Station ................... £26.75
R8001 Waiting Room ..................... £15.85
R8002 Goods Shed ........................ £18.95
R8003 Water Tower........................ £10.95
R8004 Engine Shed ....................... £16.50
R8005 Signal Box........................... £13.75
R8006 Diesel Maintenance Depot .. £18.75
R8007 Booking Hall ....................... £22.45
R8008 Suspension Bridge .............. £43.55
R8009 Station Terminus ................. £40.00

HORNBY
Control Equipment

R044 Point Switch.......................... £8.75
R046 Two Way Switch.................... £5.95
R047 On/Off Switch ....................... £5.95
R602 Power Connecting Clip .......... £1.50
R8014 Point Motor ........................... £3.65
R8015 Point Motor Housing.............. £2.95

BACHMANN
Steam Locomotives

31-001 Robinson BR Late Crest ...... £94.99
31-003 Robinson LNER ................... £94.99
31-088 BR Black Earl .................... £118.95
31-089 GWR Earl ......................... £118.95
31-127 Class 3000 BR Early ROD.. £118.45
31-128 BR ROD Weathered ........... £102.45
31-136DC D11/2 ................................. £115.9
31-138 BR D11/2 Early Black........£106.20
31-213DS Patriot BR Late.................. £201.45
31-465 C Class BR ........................ £93.46
31-500B V2 Green Arrow.................. £85.70
31-527 A2 Tudor Minstrel.............. £96.45
31-626A 3F BR.................................. £71.25
31-635 Class 64XX ........................ .£71.21
31-636 Class 64XX BR ................... £71.21
31-780 Swithland Hall BR Green ... £106.20
31-781 Foremarke Hall BR Black... £106.20
31-782 Thirlestaine Hall BR........... £114.70
31-783 Fountains Hall BR.............. £114.70
31-932DC BR Compound................... £127.75
31-933 BR Compound Late Crest .. £112.88
31-964 A4 W Whitelaw BR .............. £94.45
31-980 BR 3MT Green .................. £110.45
31-981 BR 3MT Black Early ......... £101.95
32-084 Class 56XX GWR................. £76.45
32-085 Class 56XX BR ................... £76.45
32-260DC Wd Austerity ..................... £125.29
32-261 WD Austerity ..................... £110.40
32-500 5MT Class BR - 73068........ £70.99
32-550A A1 Tornado Apple Grn....... £109.45
32-551DS A2 Seaeagle BR ............. £196.99
32-954 4MT Black BR Early ............ £87.50
32-955 4MT Black BR Late ............. £87.50
31-528A A2 Pearl Diver ...................£144.45
32-227B LMS 3F Jinty ......................£72.20
32-235 BR 3F JInty .......................£80.70

BACHMANN
Diesel/Electric Locomotives

32-331 Class 25/1 BR Green........... £89.20
32-389 Class 37/4 Colas.............. £101.95
31-256DC Midland Pullman ............... £269.95
31-265 MLV Green .......................... £62.45
31-266 MLV with yellow panel......... £62.45
31-267 MLV Blue/Grey ................... £62.45
31-268 MLV NSE............................ £83.26
31-269 MLV Jaffa Cake .................. £83.26
31-364 Class 03 BR Green wthd ..... £76.95
31-365 Class 03 BR Blue wth’d....... £70.50
31-366 Class 03 BR Green .............. £70.50
31-377 CL416 2EPB....................... £85.99
31-426 CL411 BR Green ................. £99.99
31-575 Windhoff MPV NWR ........ £108.00
31-655 Class47 Railfreight............. £86.35
31-658 Class 47 Petroleum Sector .. £97.70
31-677 CL85 BR Blue ..................... £85.99
31-679 Class 50 Electric Blue ....... £118.95
32-034A Class 20 BR Grn wthd ......... £97.70
32-038DS Class 20 BR Blue .............. £195.45
32-044 Class 20 BR Green . ............ £93.45
32-045 Class20 Railfreight............. £93.45
32-065 Class 43 Zealous ............. £118.95
32-066 Class 43 Pegasus............. £118.95
32-067 Class 43 Royal Oak.......... £118.95
32-408 Class 25/3 BR Blue ............ £93.45
32-515A Derby Lightweight Grn ........ £93.97
32-526DS CL55 BR Blue................... £147.50
32-679DS CL45 BR Green ............... £151.95
32-680 Class 45 Blue................... £101.95
32-681 Class 45 Green ................ £101.45
32-750 DC - CL57 FL - 57008......... £52.95
32-781A CL37/0 BR Blue ................. £83.89
32-784 Class 37 Mainline ........... £106.20
32-785DS Class 37 Dutch ............... £203.95
32-786 Class 37 EWS ................... £106.20
32-815 Class47 InterCity ............... £89.20
32-900B CL108 BR Green ................. £71.45
32-906 CL108 Green...................... £93.50
32-910 CL108 Blue/Grey................. £74.95
32-913 CL108 3 Car Green ........... £114.50
32-926 CL150 Regional .................. £63.50
32-928 Class 150 Sprinter............ £135.95
32-937 Class 150 Centro ...............£127.45
32-980 Class 66 GBRF ................... £86.40
32-762DS Virgin Class 57 Hood........ £203.95

MAIL ORDER SERVICE



M
OST TRAIN DRIVERS 
will tell you that the 
governing factor of 
whether it’s been a 
good day at work is 
not how much their 

locomotive could pull or how fast it would 
accelerate. What makes the difference 
between an anxious and uncomfortable 
time or a relaxing shift is the performance 
of the braking system and how well 
it responds to the driver’s inputs.

Spare a thought then for the crews of 
the earliest locomotives working on open 
footplates with unbraked trains and riding 
on engines which were not fitted with any 

form of reliable braking system except for a 
crude tender handbrake and the ability to 
put the engine in reverse. They had to use 
the engine cylinders in much the same way 
as a modern car driver would change down 
a gear when travelling downhill to keep 
speed down. Clearly such arrangements 
were only suitable for short and slow trains 
and it was not long after the construction 
of the first of the long distance trunk lines 
that railway companies sought a more 
reliable way of stopping their trains.

Due to the longer and heavier trains in 
the United States much of the development 
of the continuous train brake took place 
there. One of the pioneers was Nehemiah 

Train 

systemsbrakıng
Much is written about the power of locomotives and how 
they ‘go’ but much less is known about another equally vital 
part of trains – how they stop. EVAN GREEN-HUGHES 
reveals the fascinating history of train brakes.
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The continuous vacuum 
brake was the main 
system used across the 
BR network providing 
reliable service 
throughout the steam 
era. In July 1965 Stanier 
‘Jubilee’ 4-6-0 45563 
Australia storms out of 
Carnforth – its train of BR 
Mk 1s under the control of 
vacuum brakes. 
Dave Cobbe/Railphotoprints.
co.uk.



Hodge who in 1849 invented a system that 
used a chain stretched under the train and 
which mechanically applied the brakes. 
Other engineers used rods, springs or levers, 
many of which relied on the bunching 
up effect of rail vehicles under braking to 
apply the brakes on individual vehicles. 

One of the best known and widely used 
systems was the vacuum brake. The first 
patent for a brake using vacuum was 
granted in 1844 to James Nasmyth (who 
also invented the game of basketball) 
and Charles May but a version closer 
to that used in the UK was patented by 
Hodge in 1860, and later taken up by the 
great pioneer George Westinghouse. In 

Hodge’s system the vacuum was created 
by a pump driven from the engine but 
a later improvement by John Smith of 
Pittsburgh saw the introduction of the 
vacuum ejector, later to become a universal 
fitment on most British locomotives.

Early versions employed a system where 
vacuum was created in a pipe running 
the length of the train to directly apply 
the brakes but this had the disadvantage 
that it was not fail safe – if the vacuum 
failed or weakened the brakes would be 
released. Worse still, if couplings parted 
the result would be a runaway as there 
would be no braking on the stray vehicles. 
The tragic consequence of this was the loss 

Air-brakes allowed longer and heavier trains to be handled by single locomotives such as the merry-go-
round coal trains. Class 56 56011 climbs to Harbury Tunnel with 7Z65 9.42am Barrow Hill – Didcot on 
July 4 1989. John Chalcraft/Railphotoprints.co.uk.

»
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of many lives, the most famous incident 
of which was the Armagh disaster of 
1889 where a train of passenger coaches 
was split after it stalled on a gradient, 
the rear half ran away and crashed into a 
following train killing 80 people. After this 
Parliament stepped in to demand that all 
trains be fitted with an improved system 
which ‘failed safe’ and which was then 
known as the automatic vacuum brake. 

In this version, known originally as the 
‘Sanders and Bolitho’, a brake cylinder was 
provided on each vehicle in which was 
fitted a piston. Vacuum was maintained 
on one side of the piston by means of a 
simple ball non-return valve while varying 
the amount of vacuum on the other side 
dictated how much brake was applied. The 
advantage of this system was that should 
the train part the vacuum in one part of the 
cylinder would ensure that atmospheric 
pressure would apply the brakes by pushing 
the piston. It was this system that was to 
become predominant on the steam railway 
for the majority of the 19th and 20th centuries. 

DIFFERENT STANDARDS
Even at this early stage, though, the vacuum 
brake was not universal. Westinghouse 
set up a factory in Liverpool in 1869 to 
manufacture his American-designed brake 
equipment, the majority of which saw the 
brake applied by air pressure rather than 
vacuum. In this type of brake positive 
pressure is used providing greater effort 
and enables the use of smaller and lighter 
components. As with vacuum a system 
that would automatically apply the brake 
if a train divided was incorporated. 

In 1875 trials were held between 
Nottingham and Newark which showed 
that with similar loads vacuum brakes 
took 34seconds to stop a train from 
52mph while air achieved the same in a 
time of only 19 seconds. Clearly air was 
far superior to vacuum, but it was to be 
more than 100 years before air brakes 
became universal on British Railways.

The reasons for this are complicated 
but one explanation may have been the 
personality of George Westinghouse, 
coupled with the relative complexity of 
his air brake. Although some prestigious 

Those railways already using the air brake 
were either not represented or ignored the 
findings but others adopted the majority 
decision and standardised on the vacuum 
brake with 2in diameter hose instead.

At the turn of the 20th century six out of 
the 16 main line railways in the UK used 
the automatic air brake while the rest used 
vacuum. The same mixed situation was 
still in place when the companies were 
amalgamated into the ‘Big Four’ in 1923, a 
move that resulted in the reduction of air 
brake working as all the new companies 
naturally standardised on the system most 
widespread in their area. The situation 
continued throughout the period of the ‘Big 
Four’ with the result that by nationalisation 
in 1948 the majority of the country’s 
trains used the automatic vacuum brake. 
This was in complete contrast to many 
overseas countries, including the USA 
where the air brake was predominant. 

In 1950 British Railways decided that 
it would standardise completely on the 
vacuum brake, but using the Great Western 
Railway’s style of cylinder. However after 
further trials this decision was reversed 
and the Gresham and Craven cylinder 
was adopted as standard in 1956. The 
Modernisation Plan called for 40,000 freight 
wagons to be fitted with the vacuum brake 
over five years but after a special plant had 
been built to manufacture the components 

lines such as the Midland Railway took up 
the system Westinghouse often interfered 
in the internal affairs of companies using 
it. For instance he objected to the Midland 
swapping air pumps from engine to 
engine and to them taking off a supply 
to work the sanders. Also a conference 
held at Euston in 1876 and sponsored 
by the London & North Western Railway 
came down in favour of the vacuum brake 
which did not assist the air brake’s cause. 

The use of air-brakes became the first choice for passenger trains and increasingly for goods operations 
throughout the 1970s and into the ‘80s, but there were still vacuum brake trains on the network including 
engineer’s trains. On May 17 1979 31316 runs through Toton Yard with empty vacuum braked ballast 
wagons bound for Loughborough. John Chalcraft/Railphotoprints.co.uk.
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the brakes and the other supplies the 
brake distributors on the train. Braking 
performance on stock fitted with air 
brakes was far superior to vacuum and 
therefore over a period some older stock 
was retrofitted with the system, and many 
locomotives were converted to work them.

By the 1980s air brakes were in use on 
the majority of trains, but there were a 
few vacuum-braked goods trains about 
as well as the similarly 
equipped first generation 
Diesel Multiple Units. 
The decade saw the 
introduction of a 
massive fleet of new 
multiple units and 
these were fitted with 
yet another variation 
of the electric air brake in which brake 
continuity was maintained by an electric 
wire rather than through an air pipe. 
This wire provided an electric current 
to the brake controller and if this power 
was interrupted than the brakes would 
apply straight away. This meant that a 
continuous air pipe wasn’t necessary and 
enabled the introduction of automatic 
couplers. Later improvements have 

included more widespread use of dynamic 
braking in which electric traction motors 
are used as generators when slowing.

With the exception of a few steam 
excursions and most trains operating 
on heritage railways all trains are now 
air braked, with stopping power largely 
supplied by heavy duty disc brakes. 
These provide performance far and 
above anything that was possible in the 

steam era. Today’s 
Class 220/221/222 
units can stop in 
an emergency from 
60mph in a distance 
of only 350 yards.

Over the last 
two centuries the 
designers of brake 

systems have made as many, if not more, 
advances in their science as have those 
who have provided the power units. The 
limitations on braking are now more at the 
wheel-rail interface by preventing slipping 
- and also preventing passengers from being 
injured under sudden braking. This branch 
of railway engineering is so fundamental 
to the safety of the railway and deserves far 
greater attention – and appreciation. 

this decision was changed and the order 
slashed to less than half its original quantity, 
resulting in British Railways being sued for 
breach of contract. The matter was settled 
when a cheque for £1.6m was handed 
over in compensation several years later.

A BREATH OF FRESH AIR
Throughout the steam era BR continued to 
use the automatic vacuum brake but by then 
the vastly superior performance of the air 
brake was becoming impossible to ignore. 
The Southern Railway had used two-pipe 
air brakes on its Electric Multiple Units 
(EMUs) since the 1920s but the addition of 
electric control in 1950 produced a system 
which had the efficiency of air but allowed 
drivers the finer control of the vacuum 
system. Trains could be driven harder and 
faster and could stop more accurately as the 
electric impulses meant that all cylinders 
applied at the same time with no delay due 
to air pressure fluctuations down the train.

The new diesel and electric locomotives 
provided under the Modernisation Plan had 
air brakes but they were fitted with a system 
that allowed them to work vacuum-braked 
stock. However higher speeds required 
more braking efficiency and it was soon 
realised that air was the only way forward. 
British Railways subsequently began to 
order new stock fitted with two-pipe air 
brakes, a system in which one pipe works 

“Parliament stepped 
in to demand that all 

trains be fitted with an 
improved system” 

The Great Eastern used air brakes 
on its locomotives including the 
Hill ‘N7’ 0-6-2Ts. On April 4 1959 
‘N7’ 69683 passes Manor Road 
Sidings with an Enfield Town to 
Liverpool Street train.  
Ken Cook/Rail Archive Stephenson.

The London Brighton and South Coast Railway was one of 
the few pre-grouping railways to standardise on air-brakes 

for its trains. Air-pump equipped Marsh ‘I3’ 4-4-2T 2025 
passes an unknown location in 1929. Railphotoprints.co.uk.
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Modern airbrakes 
allow rapid 

deceleration of 
trains. The modern 

‘Voyager’ DEMUs 
can be brought to a 
stand from 60mph 

in just 350yards. 
‘Super Voyager’ 

221106 thunders 
north through 

Greenholme 
with the 9.30am 

Penzance – Glasgow 
on August 22 2005. 

John Chalcraft/
Railphotoprints.co.uk.



STAFF PROJECTS

A GROWING LIST of 
plans has existed for 
Barrenthorpe - our 
office ‘N’ gauge test 

track -  and happily motivation has 
returned for the project recently.

First on the job list was removing 
the original backscene end 
panel from the level end of the 
layout so that a new panel to 
cover the full width of the board 
could replace it. At the same 
time I took the opportunity to 
extend two of the tracks from 
the depot under the road bridge 
wielding my trusty Dremel with 
a sawtooth cutting blade to 
remove part of the supporting 
structure for the backscene.

The extension of the two tracks 

through the backscene makes way 
for another modification to the track 
layout which will really enhance 
operation of the locomotive depot 
by creating a separate route from 
the headshunt to the coaling area 
which will bypass the shed itself. 

The main part of that modification 
is yet to be started, but at least 
the headshunt is now long 
enough to accommodate the 
extra pointwork. More destructive 
modification will be required to 
install the new pointwork, but 
that is part of what is making this 
rebuild project so enjoyable.

The new backscene panel was cut 
from 6mm MDF, checked for fit and 
painted sky blue to match the rest of 
the rear panels. Initially it has been 

placed loose on the layout – held in 
place in true Heath Robinson style 
with a box of screws! This will allow 
further work to take place around 
this area with full access including 
repositioning of the houses, making 
retaining walls, bridges and more.

ROADWORKS
One of the upsides of removing the 
original end panel was that it would 
give me a spare section of 3mm 
MDF to extend the roadway at the 
level end of the layout. A plan was 
thought up and then marked out on 
the panel which was cut to shape 
to extend the road across to the 
edge of the baseboard and create 
a falling gradient along the front.

This new roadway will feature 

matching pavements to the 
original as well as a low relief 
factory building along the 
leading edge of the model. This 
might one day feature interior 
detailing too. Moreover, it will 
remain removable for access for 
photography as installing scenic 
features like this can sometimes 
restrict angles for images.

New supports have been cut 
from the 3mm MDF sheet and the 
roadbed has been fixed in place 
with contact adhesive and painted 
with the same Dulux grey feature 
wall colour as the original roads. 

Next for this area is construction 
of the bridge and retaining wall. In 
my wisdom I’ve decided to replace 
the entire retaining wall around the 

MOVING 
FORWARDS
Work on Barrenthorpe is underway again. 
MIKE WILD updates the latest events on  
the ‘N’ gauge layout.

Underneath the baseboard 21 
new DCC Concepts digital IP 
motors have been installed to 
take control of train movements 
in the storage yard. Installation 
was quick and simple.
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	 MIKE WILD
With the 2015 show season 
completed Barrenthorpe has 
received some much needed 
attention. Scenic work is next on 
the list.

	 MARK CHIVERS
With the arrival of Dapol’s new ‘OO’ 
gauge Class 73 and an influx of 
Heljan Class 33s, Mark’s attention 
has turned to Southern Region 
train formations. 

The Hornby Magazine 
team is always busy 
behind the scenes. This is 
what they’ve been up to.

       www.gaugemaster.com	 www.dccconcepts.com	 www.bachmann.co.uk	 www.train-tech.co.uk

BARRENTHORPE IS SUPPORTED BY…

THE DETAILS

Name:	 Barrenthorpe
Scale:	 ‘N’
Size:	 8ft 3in x 3ft 4in
Track:	 Peco code 55 (scenic section)
	 Peco code 80 (storage yard)
Control:	 DCC, Gaugemaster Prodigy/analogue
Period:	 BR 1950s/1960s, Midland/Eastern Region

engine shed - further adding to the 
job list for Barrenthorpe. Still, it will 
look all the better for it, I am sure.

BELOW DECK
Progress hasn’t just been 
restricted to scenic work on the 
layout. Beneath the surface the 
mammoth task of installing point 
motors for the whole layout has 
continued with all 21 motors 
for the storage yards now fitted, 

addressed and set to work.
These are all DCC Concepts 

Cobalt IP digital motors which 
I’ve had great success with. The 
speed of installation possible 
with these motors is phenomenal 
with each end of the yard being 
completed within 40 minutes 
start to finish. That time scale 
includes setting up the motors, 
installation, wiring and addressing!

To make operation as simple as 

possible the motors at each end 
of each loop have been given 
matching accessory decoder 
addresses so that one button 
press changes both ends of the 
loop. It isn’t quite route setting, 
but that will be possible using 
any of the control systems which 
we connect to the layout.

The upshot of this is that all 
of the main line routes can 
now be switched with a DCC 

handset making the layout 
much simpler to operate.

Meanwhile there are still 
decisions to be made about how 
Barrenthorpe’s gradients will look 
once completed, but ideas are being 
developed and this area should be 
moving forward soon too with a 
start being made on landscaping.

 Look out for more on 
Barrenthorpe’s scenic development 
in Staff Projects next issue.  

Below: A ‘Deltic’ 
leads a rake of 
Mk 1 Pullmans 
through the 
newly extended 
bridge across 
the five tracks 
of the main line. 
Detailing of this 
area is next.

To begin making modification to the engine shed roads the original backscene 
was removed first followed by a section of the wooden angle to allow the 
headshunt to be extended. 

With the tracks extended through and bufferstops fitted at the end the engine 
shed is ready for its next round of modifications.

The new roadway has been cut from the original backscene panel. It is 3mm 
MDF and serves to frame the end of the scenic section better.
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Abergavenny Brecon       Road
SEVERAL YEARS before I retired in 2007 

I decided I wanted to build a model 
railway in ‘OO’ scale. Abergavenny 
used to be a very busy railway town 

with three main line stations. They were 
Monmouth Road (Great Western Railway, 
still there), Abergavenny Junction and 
Abergavenny Brecon Road - both sadly gone.

The Merthyr Tredegar and Abergavenny 
Railway (MTAR) was built by the London & 
North Western Railway (LNWR) to Brynmawr by 
1862 and onwards to Nantybwch by 1864. This 
line, station sheds and Usk river bridge are long 
gone but many of the features and buildings 
on my model still exist today. The sheds had 
over 100 steam locomotives based there. 

I always intended to be able to move 
my layout so it is constructed in eight 
sections supported on trestles. All frames 
and trestles are made of 50mm x 25mm 
timber. The surface is 6mm plywood with 

cork underlay. All buildings are scratchbuilt 
from old photographs using Wills and 
Woodland Scenic materials, hanging basket 
felt and anything deemed to be useful. 

The layout is Digital Command Control 
(DCC) but I also have four engines working 
on independent shuttles in and out of 
the sheds. This creates a lot of interest 
whilst I operate trains on the main lines. 
Viewers like to see lots of movement.

The engines are ‘Super D’ 0-8-0, ‘Coal 
Tank’ 0-6-2Ts, Ivatt ‘2MT’ 2-6-2Ts and two 

Midland inspiration
I started this project in July 2013 with the 
intention of building a 1950s to the end 
of steam era ‘OO’ gauge layout based in 
the north of the country. The layout is 
completely fictional and has two station, one 
intermediate and one a terminus. One is based 
on Broom Junction on the London Midland 
and Scottish Redditch-Evesham railway. 

The railway is approximately 60ft (end to 
end), with additional sidings and a large 
goods yard at the terminus. The engine shed 
area was completed last year with further 
projects taking shape such as street scenes 
and countryside. I have used a selection of 
Metcalfe and Ratio kits, along with Hornby 
Skaledale and Bachmann Scenecraft buildings 
to achieve some interesting results.

I would like to say that it would all be 
fully completed by the end of the year 
but a hobby like this will be completed 
when I have either run out of money or 

physically have no strength to build it! 
The locomotives, along with rolling stock, 

give me opportunities to have themed days 
such as Great Central, Great Eastern, Somerset 
and Dorset and just general end of steam days.

Steve Chandler, by e-mail.
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Abergavenny Brecon       Road I started modelling in summer 2013 at the 
young age of 53. My main objective for this 
layout was to try and create realism. I tried to 
achieve this by attending model exhibitions, 
looking in magazines and at photographs. 

Planning and research seems to be the 
key to success for my future layouts. My 
favourite era is 1957 to the mid-1970s which 
I have tried to emulate in my layout. 

The enjoyable aspect of this hobby is trying 
to use correct train formations and DCC with 
sound and lights are big plusses for me. 

The base covering is made from PVA glue 
covered in sand which I find creates a lovely 
texture when painted and weathered. The 

0-8-4Ts constructed from ‘Super Ds’.
I have been exhibiting since 2010 

and the local interest has been huge. I 
once spoke to someone who used to 
sell tickets on the station and a former 
policeman who chased a rogue down 
the line and over the river bridge.

This year I will be exhibiting at 
Abergavenny Toy and Train Fair on 
May 2 and Weston Super Mare Model 
Railway Exhibition on September 11.

Richard Cox, Abergavenny

I’ve recently become 
the fourth owner of this 
compact through station 
which originally started life 
with Hornby Magazine as a 
demonstration for static grass. 

I have made a few 
alterations and will continue 
to until I’m happy with it 
but the overall aim is to turn 
Barton into a small station on 
a preserved railway set in the 
present day. The sidings in 
front of the station are going 
to be a small permanent way 
yard. This enables me to run 
almost anything, whether it 
is a visiting gala locomotive 
or just a preserved engine 
from the home fleet. 

At this point in my 
modifications I have removed 

all buildings the layout 
came with and fitted a new 
station building from the 
Skaledale range as well as 
station fencing. I have almost 
finished the road area down 
to the sidings: this is going 
to be a muddy grassy track 
area typical of preserved 
railways. I have also made, 
weathered and detailed a 
portable building and sat it 
on a concrete plinth ready 
for the yard. All that is left 
then is yard fencing and field 
fencing behind the station 
as I intend on using some of 
the field as a busy car park for 
when I’m running ‘gala’ days. 
I also intend on adding some 
minor small details as well.

Ben Sterry, by e-mail.

Bridge Wold station

Reviving Barton

buildings and bridges are made from kits and 
scratchbuilt. The scenery has been created 
using natural and manmade resources. 

Garry Haines, by e-mail.
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If you have a project layout that you would like to show in Reader Projects e-mail hornbymagazine@keypublishing.com (or write to us at the usual address) with 
five images and a short description of your model. It can be anything from a part finished project to a complete layout or even a single item that you have built.
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Welcome to the Hornby Magazine Show Guide – your guide to the exhibitions that are taking place throughout the country every 
weekend. This listing is a guide to events planned by model railway clubs and societies, and is updated each issue. Entries marked in 
blue are new shows to the listing. We recommend checking the society website or using the contact details provided to check a show 
or event is on before travelling. All information is provided in good faith, and Hornby Magazine cannot be held responsible for any 
changes that may take place following publication.

MARCH
 11-13	 TAUNTON MODEL RAILWAY 
	 GROUP OPEN DAYS
Hosts:	 Taunton Model Railway Group
Location:	Platform One, Bishops Lydeard Station, West 

Somerset Railway TA4 3RU
Times:	 Fri 10.30am-4.30pm, Sat 10.30am-4.30pm, Sun 

10.30am-4.30pm
Prices:	 Adults £1.50, children 75p
Website:	 www.bathgreenpark.co.uk
Contact:	 01984 639509
Features: 	Tamerig Central and Bath Green Park layouts 

in operation. Commemorating the 50th 
anniversary of the closure of the Somerset and 
Dorset railway line.

 12	 SAWBRIDGEWORTH MODEL 
	 RAILWAY SHOW
Hosts:	 Sawbridgeworth Memorial Hall
Location:	Sawbridgeworth Memorial Hall, The Forebury, 

Sawbridgeworth, Hertfordshire CM21 9DB
Times:	 10.30am-4.30pm
Prices:	 Adults £3, concessions £1, children £1
Website:	 www.sawbridgeworthmodelrail.org.uk
Contact:	 07918 702634
Features: 	Layouts and trade support.

 12	 SWINDON MODRAIL 2016
Host:	 Swindon Model Railway Club
Location:	STEAM Museum of the Great Western Railway, 

Firefly Avenue, Kemble Drive, Swindon, Wiltshire 
SN2 2EY

Times:	 10am-4.30pm
Prices:	 Adults £5, accompanied children free
Website:	 www.swindonmodelrailwayclub.com
Contact:	 07880 654755
Features: 	15 layouts, trade support, demonstrations, 

refreshments and disabled access. Admission 
to STEAM museum is not included and not 
required to visit the exhibition.

 12	 TRAIN COLLECTORS SOCIETY 
	 SPRING EVENT AND AGM
Hosts:	 Train Collectors Society
Location:	Weatherley Centre, Off Eagle Farm Road, 

Biggleswade, Bedfordshire SG18 8JB
Times:	 9am-2pm
Prices:	 Adults £3, accompanied children free
Website:	 www.traincollectors.co.uk
Features: 	12 layouts, trade support, refreshments, parking 

and disabled access.

 12/13	 BASINGSTOKE MODEL RAIL 2016
Host:	 Basingstoke and North Hampshire Model Railway 

Society
Location:	Aldworth Science College, Western Way, 

Basingstoke, Hampshire RG22 6HA
Times:	 Sat 10am-5pm, Sun 10am-4pm
Prices:	 Adults £5, children £4
Website:	 www.hants.org/bnhmrs
Contact:	 07554 010054
Features: 	25 layouts, trade support, demonstrations, 

refreshments, parking and disabled access. 
Heritage bus link between venue and 
Basingstoke railway station.

 12/13	 EAST ANGLIAN MODEL 
	 RAILWAY EXHIBITION
Host:	 St Neots Model Railway Club
Location:	Britten Arena, Wood Green Animal Charity Centre, 

Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire PE29 2NH 
Times:	 Sat 10am-5pm, Sun 10am-4pm
Prices:	 Adults £7, children £4, family £20
Website:	 www.stneotsmrc.com
Features: 	More than 30 layouts, trade support, 

demonstrations, outdoor rides, refreshments, 
parking and disabled access. Free heritage bus 
link between venue and Huntingdon railway 
station.

 12/13	 EAST GRINSTEAD MODEL 
	 RAILWAY EXHIBITION
Host:	 East Grinstead Model Railway Club
Location:	Sackville School, Lewes Road, East Grinstead, West 

Sussex RH19 3TY
Times:	 Sat 10am-5pm, Sun 10am-4pm
Prices:	 Adults £4.50, concessions £3.50, children £3.50, 

family (2+2) £15
Website:	 www.egmrc.org.uk
Contact: 	 01342 314228
Features: 	Layouts, trade support, demonstrations, 

refreshments, parking and disabled access. One free 
child entry with each paying adult on Sunday only.

 12/13	 KEIGHLEY MODEL RAILWAY EXHIBITION
Hosts:	 Keighley Model Railway Club
Location:	Victoria Hall, Keighley, West Yorkshire BD21 3JN
Times:	 Sat 10am-5pm, Sun 10am-4pm
Prices:	 Adults £5, concessions £4, children £3, family 

(2+2) £13
Website:	 www.keighley-mrc.org.uk
Contact:	 01535 601775
Features: 	Ten layouts, trade support, demonstrations, 

societies, refreshments, parking and disabled 
access.

 12/13	 MACCLESFIELD MODEL RAILWAY
	 EXHIBITION
Hosts:	 Macclesfield Model Railway Group
Location:	Tytherington School, Manchester Road, 

Macclesfield, Cheshire SK10 2EE
Times:	 Sat 10am-5pm, Sun 10am-4.30pm 
Prices:	 Adults £5.50, accompanied children free
Website:	 www.macclesfieldmrg.org.uk
Features: 	Layouts, trade support, refreshments, parking and 

disabled access.

 12/13	 MIDLANDS GARDEN RAIL SHOW
Hosts:	 Meridienne Exhibitions
Location:	Warwickshire Exhibition Centre, near Leamington 

Spa, Warwickshire CV31 1XN
Times:	 Sat 10am-4pm, Sun 10am-4pm
Prices:	 Adults £8.50 (£7.50), concessions £7.50 (£6.50), 

children £3 (£2) – online prices in brackets
Website:	 www.largescalemodelrail.co.uk
Features: 	Large scale layouts, trade support, live steam 

models, refreshments and parking.

 12/13	 NAILSEA MODEL RAILWAY SHOW
Hosts:	 Nailsea and District Model Railway Club
Location:	Nailsea School, Mizzymead Road, Nailsea, North 

Somerset BS48 2HJ
Times:	 Sat 10.30am-5pm, Sun 10am-4pm
Prices:	 Adults £5, children £2, family £12
Website:	 www.nailsea-district-mrc.co.uk
Features: 	12 layouts, trade support, demonstrations and 

societies.

 12/13	 NOTTINGHAM MODEL 
	 RAILWAY EXHIBITION
Hosts:	 Nottingham Model Railway Society
Location:	Harvey Hadden Sports Village, Wigman Road, 

Nottingham, NG8 4PB
Times:	 Sat 9.30am-5.30pm, Sun 10am-5pm 
Prices:	 Adults £8, concessions £7, children £2, Family 

(2+2) £18
Website:	 www.nottingham-modelrailway.org.uk
Features: 	25 layouts, trade support, demonstrations, 

societies, refreshments and parking.

 12/13	 PERTH GREEN (JARROW) MODEL 
	 RAILWAY EXHIBITION
Hosts:	 Perth Green Model Railway Club
Location:	Perth Green Community Association, Inverness 

Road, Jarrow NE32 4AQ
Times:	 Sat 10am-5pm, Sun 10am-4pm 
Prices:	 Adults £5, children £2, family (2+2) £12
Website:	 www.perthgreenmrc.org
Features: 	Layouts, trade support, demonstrations, 

refreshments and parking.

 13	 TRIMLEY ST MARTIN MODEL 
	 RAILWAY EXHIBITION
Hosts:	 Trimley Station Charity Trust
Location:	Memorial Hall, Trimley St Martin, IP11 0RJ
Times:	 10am-4.30pm
Prices:	 Adults £3, children £1
Contact:	 01394 284398
Features: 	Layouts, trade support, demonstrations, 

refreshments, parking and disabled access.

 19	 ABINGDON MODEL RAILWAY 
	 EXHIBITION
Host:	 Abingdon and District Model Railway Club
Location:	White Horse Leisure and Tennis Centre, Audlett 

Drive, Abingdon, Oxfordshire OX14 3PJ
Times:	 10am-5pm
Prices:	 Adults £8, accompanied children free
Website:	 www.admrc.org.uk
Features: 	20 layouts, trade support, demos, societies, 

refreshments, parking and disabled access. 

 19	 BAWDESWELL MODEL 
	 RAILWAY SHOW
Hosts:	 32A Model Railway Club and Whitwell Model 

Railway Club
Location:	Bawdeswell Village Hall, Reepham Road, 

Bawdeswell, Norfolk NR20 4RU
Times:	 10.30am-4.30pm
Prices:	 Adults £4, concessions £3, children £2
Website:	 www.32amrc.co.uk
Contact:	 01692 598464
Features: 	Layouts, trade support, demonstrations, 

refreshments and parking.

 19	 FELIXSTOWE AREA N GAUGE GROUP 
	 OPEN DAY
Hosts:	 Felixstowe Area N Gauge Model Railway Group
Location:	Welcome Hall, High Road, Trimley St Mary, Suffolk 

IP11 0NT
Times:	 11am-4pm
Prices:	 Free
Website:	 www.felixstowengauge.org.uk
Features: 	Four layouts, trade support, refreshments, parking 

and disabled access.

 19	 MERSEYSIDE HOBBIES AND MODEL 
	 RAILWAY SHOW
Hosts:	 World of Motion
Location:	St Mary’s Catholic College, Wallasey Village, 

Wallasey CH45 3LN 
Times:	 11am-4pm
Prices:	 Adults £4.50, children £1
Website:	 www.worldofmotion.co.uk
Contact:	 0151 638 39+15
Features: 	Layouts, trade support, model road vehicle, boat 

and aircraft displays.

 19	 NEWTON AYCLIFFE MODEL 
	 RAILWAY EXHIBITION
Hosts:	 Rotary Club of Newton Aycliffe
Location:	The Youth Centre, Burn Lane, Newton Aycliffe, 

County Durham DL5 4HT 
Times:	 10am-5pm
Prices:	 Adults £4, concessions £3, children 50p
Website:	 www.newtonayclifferotary.org.uk
Contact:	 07870 210269
Features: 	18 layouts, trade support, societies, refreshments, 

parking and disabled access.

 19	 TADWORTH SPRING MODEL 
	 RAILWAY EXHIBITION
Hosts:	 North Downs Model Railway Circle
Location:	The Good Shepherd Church Hall, Station 

Approach Road, Tadworth, Surrey KT20 5AE 
Times:	 10am-5pm
Prices:	 Adults £5, concessions £4, children £3, family 

(2+2) £10
Website:	 www.ndmrc.info/Home/Tadworth.htm
Contact:	 07758 458827
Features: 	30 layouts, trade support, demonstrations, 

refreshments, parking and disabled access.
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    Prices:	 Adults £6, concessions £5, children £4,  
family (2+2) £15

Website:	 www.turnersfolly.co.uk
Features: 	15 layouts, trade support, demonstrations, 

displays, refreshments, parking and disabled 
access.

 9	 EAST SURREY N GAUGE MODEL 
	 RAILWAY EXHIBITION
Hosts:	 East Surrey N Gauge Group
Location:	St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School, Linkfield Lane, 

Redhill, Surrey RH1 1DU
Times:	 10am-4pm
Prices:	 TBA
Website:	 www.esng.co.uk
Features: 	‘N’ gauge layouts, trade support, refreshments, 

parking and disabled access.

 9	 HEYWOOD MODEL RAILWAY GROUP 
	 OPEN DAY
Hosts:	 Heywood Model Railway Group
Location:	Club Rooms, Unit 3, Park Works, River Street, 

Heywood, Lancashire OL10 4AB
Times:	 10am-4pm
Prices:	 Free (donations welcome)
Website:	 www.hmrg.co.uk
Features: 	Club layouts, refreshments and parking.

 9	 HILLINGDON RAILWAY MODELLERS 
	 TEST TRACK OPEN DAY
Hosts:	 Hillingdon Railway Modellers
Location:	Yiewsley Baptist Church Hall (side entrance),  

74 Colham Avenue, Yiewsley, Hillingdon,  
London UB7 8HF

Times:	 10am-4pm
Prices:	 £4
Website:	 www.hillingdonrailwaymodellers.co.uk
Features: 	Three club test tracks in ‘O’, ‘OO’ and ‘N’ available, 

DC and DCC, club sales, meet club members and 
refreshments.

 9	 IPSWICH MODEL RAILWAY 
	 ASSOCIATION OPEN EVENT
Hosts:	 Ipswich Model Railway Association
Location:	Club Rooms, 40A Norfolk Road, Ipswich IP4 2HB
Times:	 10am-1pm
Prices:	 Free
Website:	 www.irma.org.uk
Features: 	Layouts, club members, second hand stall, 

refreshments and limited disabled access.

 9	 LUTON MODEL RAILWAY EXHIBITION
Hosts:	 Luton Model Railway Club
Location:	Stopsley High School, St Thomas’ Road, Stopsley, 

Luton, Bedfordshire LU2 7UX
Times:	 10.30am-5pm
Prices:	 Adults £5, concessions £4, children £3,  

family (2+2) £12
Contact:	 01582 612949
Features: 	20 layouts, trade support, societies, refreshments 

and parking.

 9	 NARROW GAUGE SOUTH 2016
Hosts:	 Wessex Narrow Gauge Modellers
Location:	Sparsholt College, Winchester,  

Hampshire SO21 2NF
Times:	 10am-4.30pm
Prices:	 Adults £7, accompanied children free
Website:	 www.narrowgaugesouth.org.uk
Features: 	20 narrow gauge layouts, trade support, 

refreshments, parking and disabled access. 

 9	 NATIONAL GARDEN RAILWAY SHOW
Hosts:	 Association of 16mm Narrow Gauge Modellers
Location:	Peterborough Arena, East of England 

Showground, Peterborough PE2 6XE
Times:	 10am-5pm
Prices:	 Adults £9 (£7.50), children free – advance ticket 

price in brackets
Website:	 www.nationalgardenrailwayshow.org.uk
Features: 	16 garden railway layouts, live steam, trade 

support, refreshments, parking and disabled 
access. Shuttle bus between venue and 
Peterborough railway station (fare payable).

 9	 SHIREHAMPTON MODEL 
	 RAILWAY CLUB OPEN DAY
Hosts:	 Shirehampton Model Railway Club
Location:	Public Hall, Station Road, Shirehampton,  

Bristol BS11 9TX
Times:	 10am-4.30pm
Prices:	 Adults £2, accompanied children under 12 free
Contact:	 0117 909 4915
Features: 	Layouts, trade support, refreshments, parking and 

disabled access.

 19/20	 DORSET MODEL RAILWAY EXHIBITION
Hosts:	 Ray Heard
Location:	Queen Elizabeth School, Blandford Road, 

Wimborne, Dorset BH21 4DT
Times:	 Sat 10am-4.30pm, Sun 10am-4pm
Prices:	 Adults £6, children free
Contact:	 01823 480097
Features: 	25 layouts, trade support, demonstrations, 

refreshments and parking.

 19/20	 LONDON FESTIVAL OF RAILWAY MODELLING
Hosts:	 The Model Railway Club
Location:	Alexandra Palace, Alexandra Palace Way, London 

N22 7AY
Times:	 Sat 10am-5pm, Sun 10am-4.30pm
Prices:	 Adults £12, children £6, family £36
Website:	 www.themodelrailwayclub.org
Features: 	40 layouts, trade support, societies, 

demonstrations, refreshments, parking and 
disabled access.

 19/20	 ORMESBY HALL MODEL 
	 RAILWAY WEEKEND
Hosts:	 Ormesby Hall Model Railway Group
Location:	Ladgate Lane, Ormesby, Middlesbrough TS3 0SR
Times:	 Sat 10am-4pm, Sun 10am-4pm
Prices:	 Adults £2.50, children £1, National Trust members 

free
Website:	 www.ormesbyhallmrg.co.uk
Features: 	12 layouts, trade support, limited disabled access.

 19/20	 ROCHDALE MODEL RAILWAY EXHIBITION
Hosts:	 Heywood Model Railway Group
Location:	Rochdale Town Hall, The Esplanade, Rochdale, 

Lancashire OL16 1AB 
Times:	 Event Cancelled
Website:	 www.hmrg.co.uk
Contact:	 07732 781989

 19/20	 SHEFFIELD MODEL RAILWAY EXHIBITION
Hosts:	 Sheffield Model Railway Enthusiasts
Location:	Birkdale School, Oakholme Road,  

Sheffield S10 3DH
Times:	 Sat 10am-5pm, Sun 10am-5pm
Prices:	 Adults £5.50, concessions £4, children £3,  

family £14
Website:	 www.sheffieldrailwayenthusiasts.com
Contact:	 0114 296 2403
Features: 	Layouts, trade support and limited disabled 

access.

 20	 HEREFORDSHIRE BORDERS O GAUGE 
	 GROUP RUNNING DAY
Hosts:	 Herefordshire Borders O Gauge Group
Location:	Eardisland Village Hall, Eardisland,  

Near Leominster, Herefordshire HR6 9BP
Times:	 10am-4.30pm
Prices:	 Adults £2, children free
Contact:	 01544 387972
Features: 	Test track for visiting models, trade support and 

refreshments.

 26	 BILLERICAY MODEL RAILWAY 
	 GROUP EXHIBITION
Hosts:	 Billericay Model Railway Group
Location:	Galleywood Heritage Centre, The Common, 

Galleywood, Chelmsford, Essex CM2 8TR
Times:	 10am-4pm
Prices:	 Adults £3, children £1
Contact:	 01245 357700
Website:	 www.galleywoodheritagecentre.org.uk
Features: 	Layouts, trade support, refreshments, parking and 

disabled access.

 26	 NORTH CORNWALL AND DEVON MODEL 
	 RAILWAY CLUB SPRING MEETING
Hosts:	 North Cornwall and Devon Model Railway Club
Location:	Chilsworthy Village Hall, Chilsworthy, Holsworthy, 

Devon EX22 7BQ 
Times:	 10am-4pm
Prices:	 Adults £3, children £1, accompanied children free
Contact:	 01566 772667
Features: 	12 layouts, trade support, refreshments, parking 

and disabled access.

 26-28	 YORK MODEL RAILWAY SHOW
Host:	 Friends of York Model Railway Show
Location:	Knavesmire Stand, York Racecourse, Racecourse 

Road, York YO23 1EX
Times:	 Sat 10am-5pm, Sun 10am-5pm, Mon 10am-

4.30pm
Prices:	 Adults £9 (£7.50), children £4 (£4), family (2+3) 

£22 (£19) – advance ticket prices in brackets
Contact:	 01482 503188
Website:	 www.yorkshow.org.uk

Features: 	40 layouts, trade support, demonstrations, 
societies, refreshments, parking and disabled 
access. Bus service linking venue with York railway 
station. 

 26-28	 GAINSBOROUGH MODEL RAILWAY SOCIETY 
	 – OPEN DAYS
Hosts:	 Gainsborough Model Railway Society
Location:	Florence Terrace, Gainsborough, Lincolnshire 

DN21 1BE
Times:	 Sat 1.30pm-6pm, Sun 1.30pm-6pm, Mon 

10.30am-6pm
Prices:	 Adults £4, concessions £3, children £3, family 

(2+2) £10
Website:	 www.gainsboroughmodelrailway.co.uk
Contact:	 01427 615871
Features: 	Showcasing the LNER in the heyday of steam, 

featuring dozens of ‘O’ gauge trains on the club’s 
extensive East Coast layout.

 27/28	 GRESLEY AND WYCHNOR MODEL 
	 RAILWAY GROUP OPEN WEEKEND
Hosts:	 Gresley and Wychnor Model Railway Group
Location:	Gresley Social Centre, Park Road, Church Gresley, 

Swadlincote, Derbyshire DE11 9QE
Times:	 Sun 10am-4.30pm, Mon 10am-4pm
Prices:	 Adults £3, children £1, family £6.50
Features: 	Layouts, demonstrations, refreshments, parking 

and disabled access to ground floor exhibits.

APRIL
 2	 BECKENHAM VINTAGE MODEL 
	 RAILWAY EXHIBITION
Hosts:	 Beckenham and West Wickham MRC
Location:	St John’s Church, Eden Park Avenue, Eden Park, 

Kent BR3 3JN 
Times:	 10am-5pm
Prices:	 Adults £5, accompanied children free
Website:	 www.bwwmrc.co.uk
Contact:	 07545 469610
Features: 	Nine vintage layouts, trade support, refreshments 

and disabled access.

 2	 BELPER MODEL RAILWAY EXHIBITION
Hosts:	 Belper Model Railway Group
Location:	Strutt’s Community Centre, Derby Road, Belper, 

Derbyshire DE56 1UU
Times:	 10am-5pm
Prices:	 TBA
Website:	 www.bmrg.coffeecup.com
Features: 	Layouts, trade support, demonstrations, 

refreshments, parking and disabled access.

 2	 CHURCH STRETTON MODEL RAILWAY 
	 EXHIBITION
Hosts:	 The Strettons Railway Society
Location:	Church Stretton School, Shrewsbury Road, 

Church Stretton, Shropshire SY6 6EX
Times:	 10am-4pm
Prices:	 Adults £4, concessions £3.50, children £2
Contact:	 01694 722189
Features: 	12 layouts, trade support, static exhibits, 

refreshments and parking.

 2	 NORWICH MODEL RAILWAY EXHIBITION
Hosts:	 Norwich Model Railway Club
Location:	Hellesdon High School, Middletons Lane, 

Norwich, Norfolk NR6 5SB
Times:	 10am-4.30pm
Prices:	 Adults £5, concessions £4.50, accompanied 

children free
Website:	 www.norhams.org.uk
Features: 	Layouts, trade support, demonstrations, societies, 

refreshments, parking and disabled access.

 2/3	 CHELTENHAM SPRING MODEL 
	 RAILWAY EXHIBITION
Hosts:	 Cheltenham Great Western Modellers Group
Location:	St Margaret’s Hall, Coniston Road, Hatherley, 

Cheltenham, Gloucestershire GL51 3NU
Times:	 Sat 10am-5pm, Sun 10am-4.30pm
Prices:	 Adults £4, children £2.50, family (2+2) £9
Website:	 www.cheltmodrail.org.uk
Contact:	 01242 517788
Features: 	Layouts, trade support, demonstrations,  

displays, model road vehicles, refreshments and 
disabled access.

 2/3	 TURNER’S FOLLY MODEL 
	 RAILWAY EXHIBITION
Hosts:	 Turner’s Folly Model Railway Group
Location:	Barleylands Farm, Barleylands Road, Billericay, 

Essex CM11 2UD
Times:	 Sat 10am-5pm, Sun 10am-4pm

EVENT 

CANCELLED
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SHOW GUIDE

PLANNING AN EXHIBITION?
l Hornby Magazine’s Show Guide is a free listing which 
allows you to promote a forthcoming model railway 
show. Contact Hornby Magazine by calling 01780 755131 
or e-mail: hornbymagazine@keypublishing.com. Please 
ensure you include appropriate contact details for the 
public as we are unable to publish the listing without this.

 9	 THE SMALL EXHIBITION 2016
Hosts:	 Chelmsford and District Model Railway Club
Location:	St Augustine of Canterbury Church, St Augustine 

Way, Springfield, Chelmsford, Essex CM1 6GX
Times:	 11am-4.30pm
Prices:	 Adults £2, children £1
Website:	 www.chelmsford-and-district-mrc.webs.com
Contact:	 01245 264028
Features: 	Ten layouts, trade support, demonstrations, 

refreshments, parking and disabled access.

 9	 BEACON RAIL 2016
Hosts:	 Tring and District Model Railway Club
Location:	Pitstone Memorial Hall, Vicarage Road, Pitstone, 

Tring, Buckinghamshire LU7 9EY
Times:	 10.30am-4.30pm
Prices:	 Adults £3, children £1.50, family (2+2) £7
Website:	 www.tdmrc.co.uk
Features: 	Eight layouts, trade support, societies, 

refreshments and disabled access. 

 9/10	 CRAWLEY MODEL RAILWAY
	 SOCIETY EXHIBITION
Hosts:	 Crawley Model Railway Society
Location:	Tanbridge House School, Farthings Hill, Guildford 

Road, Horsham, West Sussex RH12 1SR
Times:	 Sat 10am-5pm, Sun 10am-4pm
Prices:	 Adults £6, children £4, family (2+2) £16
Website:	 www.crawleymrs.org.uk
Contact:	 07411 353575
Features: 	Layouts, trade support, miniature railway, 

refreshments and parking.

 9/10	 KEIGHLEY AND WORTH VALLEY 
	 MODEL RAILWAY EXHIBITION
Hosts:	 Keighley and Worth Valley Railway/Rail Story
Location:	 Ingrow West and Oxenhope Stations, Keighley 

and Worth Valley Railway, West Yorkshire
Times:	 Sat 10am-4pm, Sun 10am-4pm
Prices:	 Adults £16, children £8
Website:	 www.kwvr.co.uk
Contact:	 07825 632123
Features: 	Layouts, refreshments, parking and disabled access. 

Day Rover ticket includes access to all layouts and 
unlimited travel on KWVR trains on day.

 9/10	 MARYPORT MODEL SHOW
Hosts:	 Maryport Model Club
Location:	Netherhall School, Maryport, Cumbria CA15 6NT 
Times:	 Sat 10am-4.30pm, Sun 10am-4pm
Prices:	 Adults £5, concessions £3.50, children £2, family £10
Contact:	 01900 813661
Features: 	Layouts, trade support, model boats, model vehicles, 

refreshments, parking and disabled access.

 9/10	 ROCHDALE MODEL RAILWAY 
	 GROUP EXHIBITION
Hosts:	 Rochdale Model Railway Group
Location:	Littleborough Coach House, Lodge Street, 

Littleborough, Lancashire OL15 9AE
Times:	 Sat 10am-4.30pm, Sun 10am-4.30pm
Prices:	 Adults £3, accompanied children free 
Website:	 www.rmrg.co.uk
Contact:	 01773 775716
Features: 	Layouts, trade support, refreshments and parking.

 9/10	 TRAINWEST 2016
Hosts:	 Bentley Model Railway Group
Location:	Springfield Community Campus, Beechfield 

Road, Corsham, Wiltshire SN13 9DN
Times:	 Sat 10am-5.30pm, Sun 10am-4.30pm
Prices:	 Adults £8, children £5 
Website:	 www.trainwest.org.uk
Contact:	 01249 654417
Features: 	25 layouts, trade support, refreshments and parking.

 10	 CANVEY ISLAND MODEL 
	 RAILWAY EXHIBITION
Hosts:	 Castle Point Transport Museum
Location:	Castle Point Transport Museum, Point Road, 

Canvey Island SS8 7TD
Times:	 10.30am-5pm
Prices:	 Adults £3.50, concessions £2.50, accompanied 

children under 14 free 
Website:	 www.castlepointtransportmuseum.co.uk
Features: 	Layouts, trade support, refreshments and parking.

 16	 CAMBRIDGE MODEL RAILWAY EXHIBITION
Hosts:	 31A (Cambridge) Model Railway Club
Location:	Sawston Village College, New Road, Sawston, 

Cambridge CB22 3BP
Times:	 10am-4pm
Prices:	 Adults £4, concessions £3, children £2 
Website:	 www.cambridge31a-mrc.org.uk
Features: 	Layouts, trade support, refreshments, parking and 

disabled access.

 16	 FORDINGBRIDGE MODEL 
	 RAILWAY EXHIBITION
Hosts:	 Fordingbridge Rotary Club
Location:	Avonway Community Centre, Shaftsbury Street, 

Fordingbridge, Hampshire SP6 1JF
Times:	 10.30am-4.30pm
Prices:	 Adults £4, 12-16 £1, children under 12 free 
Website:	 www.fmr.org.uk
Features: 	14 layouts, trade support, societies, live steam and 

refreshments.

 16	 MAIDSTONE MODEL RAILWAY EXHIBITION
Hosts:	 Mid Kent Model Railway Group
Location:	Loose Primary School, Loose Road, Maidstone, 

Kent ME15 9UW
Times:	 10am-4.30pm
Prices:	 Adults £5, children £2, family £12 
Contact:	 07595 255150
Features: 	15 layouts, trade support, refreshments and 

parking.

 16/17	 BRIERFIELD MODEL RAILWAY EXHIBITION
Hosts:	 Brierfield Model Railway Club
Location:	St Luke’s Church Hall, Brierfield, Nelson, 

Lancashire BB9 5JW
Times:	 Sat 10am-5pm, Sun 10am-4pm
Prices:	 Adults £3.50, children £2, family (2+2) £10
Website:	 www.pfmrs.org.uk
Contact: 	 07770 331348
Features: 	Layouts, trade support, refreshments and 

disabled access.

 16/17	 KEMPTON STEAM MUSEUM 
	 MODEL RAILWAY WEEKEND
Hosts:	 Kempton Steam Museum in conjunction with 

Twickenham and District Model Railway Club 
Location:	Kempton Park Water Treatment Works, Snakey 

Lane, Hanworth, Middlesex TW13 7ND
Times:	 Sat 10.30am-4pm, Sun 10.30am-4pm
Prices:	 Adults £7, concessions £6, children free
Website:	 www.kemptonsteam.org
Contact:	 01932 765328
Features: 	Layouts, displays, outdoor rides and steam 

museum exhibits.

 16/17	 SCALEFOUR NORTH 2016
Hosts:	 Scalefour Society
Location:	Queen Elizabeth Grammar School, Northgate, 

Wakefield WF1 3QX
Times:	 Sat 10am-5pm Sun 10am-4pm
Prices:	 Adults £7, members £6, accompanied children 

free
Website:	 www.scalefour.org/scalefournorth
Features: 	Layouts, trade support, societies, demonstrations, 

refreshments and parking.

 16/17	 SOUTH NOTTS MODEL RAILWAY SHOW
Hosts:	 Bingham Model Railway Club
Location:	Cotgrave Welfare, Woodview, Cotgrave, 

Nottinghamshire NG12 3PJ
Times:	 Sat 10am-5pm, Sun 10am-4.30pm
Prices:	 Adults £5, concessions £4, children £2, family 

(2+2) £10
Website:	 www.bingham-model-rail.co.uk
Features: 	18 layouts, trade support, demonstrations, 

refreshments and parking.

 17	 CHICHESTER STEAM ON SUNDAY 
	 OPEN AFTERNOON
Hosts:	 Chichester and District Society of Model 

Engineers
Location:	Blackberry Lane, off Bognor Road, Chichester, 

West Sussex PO19 7FS
Times:	 2pm-5pm
Prices:	 Admission to site FREE, train tickets £1 each
Website:	 www.cdsme.co.uk
Contact:	 07954 051594
Features: 	Train rides, model railway layout and 

refreshments.

 23	 PONTYPRIDD MODEL RAILWAY 
	 CLUB EXHIBITION
Hosts:	 Pontypridd Model Railway Club
Location:	Crown Hill Community Centre, Llantwit 

Fardre CF38 2NA 
Times:	 10am-4pm
Prices:	 Adults £3, accompanied children free
Contact:	 01443 217511
Features: 	Ten layouts, trade support, refreshments and 

disabled access.

 23	 CARLTON RAILWAY SOCIETY SHOW
Hosts:	 Carlton Railway Society
Location:	The Courtyard, Goole DN14 6AE
Times:	 10am-4pm
Prices:	 Adults £5, concessions £4, family £10

Contact:	 01405 762476
Features: 	15 layouts, trade support, refreshments, parking 

and disabled access.

 23	 DE HAVILAND MODEL RAILWAY 
	 SOCIETY EXHIBITION
Hosts:	 De Haviland Model Railway Society 
Location:	Ludwick Way Methodist Church, Ludwick Way 

AL7 3PN
Times:	 10am-5pm
Prices:	 Adults £4, children £2
Contact:	 01707 267541
Features: 	12 layouts, trade support, refreshments, parking 

and disabled access.

 23	 FAREHAM ROTARAIL 2016
Hosts:	 Rotary Club of Fareham
Location:	Fareham College, Bishopfield Road, Fareham, 

Hampshire PO14 1NH
Times:	 10.30am-5pm
Prices:	 Adults £6, children £2
Website:	 http://rotarail2016.webs.com
Contact:	 01329 663685
Features: 	21 layouts, trade support, demonstrations, 

refreshments, parking and disabled access.

 23	 HORSHAM MODEL RAILWAY EXHIBITION
Hosts:	 Horsham Model Railway Club
Location:	St Leonard’s Church Hall, Cambridge Road, 

Horsham RH13 5ED
Times:	 10am-5pm
Prices:	 Adults £3.50, children £2
Website:	 www.horshammrc.org.uk
Contact:	 07894 875950
Features: 	15 layouts, trade support, refreshments and 

disabled access.

 23	 RUSHDEN MODEL RAILWAY EXHIBITION
Hosts:	 Hope Methodist Church
Location:	Rushden Academy, Hayway, Rushden, 

Northampton NN10 6AG 
Times:	 10am-4.30pm
Prices:	 Adults £5, concessions £3, children £3, family 

(2+2) £10
Contact:	 01933 400774
Features: 	Layouts, trade support, refreshments, parking and 

disabled access.

 23	 WEYMOUTH MODEL RAILWAY
	  ASSOCIATION OPEN DAY
Hosts:	 Weymouth Model Railway Association
Location:	Memorial Hall, Victoria Avenue, Dorchester Road, 

Weymouth DT3 5NG
Times:	 10am-3.30pm
Prices:	 Free
Contact:	 01305 778869
Features: 	Club layouts, refreshments, parking and disabled 

access.

 23/24	 EPSOM SHOW
Hosts:	 Epsom and Ewell Model Railway Club
Location:	North East Surrey College of Technology 

(NESCOT), Reigate Road, Ewell, Surrey KT17 3DS
Times:	 Sat 10am-5.30pm, Sun 10am-5pm
Prices:	 Adults £7, children free
Website:	 www.eemrc.org.uk
Contact:	 01483 576274
Features: 	16 layouts, trade support, demonstrations, 

refreshments, parking and disabled access.

GET MORE ONLINE!
FOR MORE SHOWS AND THE VERY LATEST LISTINGS VISIT

 FOR OUR ONLINE SHOW GUIDE

WWW.HORNBYMAGAZINE.COM
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wwwwww..ffiinneessccaallee..oorrgg..uukk 0011117799 550055 447700

www.finescale.org.uk 01179 505 470
Visit our Shop at Bristol – BS10 7RZ (4 miles from Cribbs Shops & M5)

TThhee TTrraacckk SSppeecciiaalliisstt

All you need to start you off on the right track!

Does your track look just like the prototype?

Are the sleepers the correct length and spaced correctly,
with detailed chairs and proper Bullhead rail section?

If not then you are probably not using C&L’s own flexitrack!

Your Options are with C&L are:
Track – Ready to use Flexitrack or make your own from components.
Now available with thin or thick sleepers (thick matches Peco for depth).
Turnouts - New ‘Ready to Use’ (just drop into place and use), or buy an
‘Easy Build’ kit and assemble yourself. Simply thread chairs onto the rail
and glue to the timbers. Rail parts pre-made so no soldering or filing.
Full Instructions. Range of sizes. Build on a curve. In OO, EM, P4 & O.
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AA vveerryy rraarree BBaasssseetttt--LLoowwkkee
ssttrreeaammlliinneedd LLMMSS CCoorroonnaattiioonn PPaacciiffiicc

LLooccoommoottiivvee aanndd TTeennddeerr EEssttiimmaattee:: ££44,,000000 ttoo ££66,,000000

WWee aarree nnooww pprroobbaabbllyy tthhee llaarrggeesstt aauuccttiioonneeeerrss iinn tthhee UUKK hhoollddiinngg rreegguullaarr ssaalleess ooff ttooyy aanndd mmooddeell ttrraaiinnss,, wwiitthh ttwwoo GGlloorriioouuss TTrraaiinnss ssaalleess aaddddeedd rreecceennttllyy.. WWee
hhoolldd aatt lleeaasstt nniinnee ssaalleess aa yyeeaarr,, pplluuss oouurr ssppeecciiaall TTrraaiinnss GGaalloorree aauuccttiioonn.. OOuurr ssaalleess iinncclluuddee rraaiillwwaayyaannaa aanndd ttooyy aanndd mmooddeell llooccoommoottiivveess.. WWee aarree aallwwaayyss ttaakkiinngg iinn

ccoonnssiiggnnmmeennttss ffoorr aallll oouurr ssaalleess aanndd aarree vveerryy hhaappppyy ttoo vviissiitt aass wwee ttrraavveell aarroouunndd tthhee ccoouunnttrryy ppiicckkiinngg uupp ccoolllleeccttiioonnss ooff ttrraaiinnss,, ttooyyss aanndd ttooyy ffiigguurreess..
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Bringing together full details on Hornby’s 2016 
range together with practical guides to railway 
modelling this new 140 page special is a great 
way to start out in railway modelling. Inside 
the new models from Hornby are listed in full 
together with detailed histories of the new 
locomotives. Alongside this are step by step 
guides to building baseboards, making a station, 
a tunnel, locomotive detailing and much more.

FEATURING:
•  Hornby 2016 range preview

Full listings for new locomotives, carriages, 
wagons, buildings and more.

•  Model development
Discover how Hornby takes a new project 
from dream to reality.

•  Planning your � rst railway
A beginners guide to the basics of designing 
a model railway.

•  Laying down the line
A step by step guide to laying track.

•  Prototype surveys
Historical features on the ‘Merchant Navy’, 
Class 71, ‘Q6’, ‘B12’ and Peckett 0-4-0ST.

•  How to make tunnel
A step by step guide to building scenery 
and installing a tunnel.

•  Building a Skaledale station
A detailed guide to assembling a realistic 
station with Skaledale buildings.

ORDER DIRECT

Free P&P* when you order online at 
www.keypublishing.com/shop

Call UK: 01780 480404
Overseas: +44 1780 480404 
Monday to Friday 9am-5:30pm

JUST £6.99  FREE P&P* 
*Free 2nd class P&P on all UK & BFPO orders. Overseas charges apply.

SUBSCRIBERS CALL FOR YOUR £1 DISCOUNT!
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THE FIRST HORNBY HANDBOOK 
JUST
£6.99*

NEW 

FOR 2016

Bringing together full details on Hornby’s 2016 
range together with practical guides to railway 
modelling this new 140 page special is a great 
way to start out in railway modelling. Inside 
the new models from Hornby are listed in full 
together with detailed histories of the new 

£6.99

AND MUCH MORE!
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PETER’S SPARES
MODEL RAILWAYS LIMITED

MAIL ORDER & REPAIR SPECIALISTS

NEW & USED MODEL RAILWAYS
Specialists in Model Trains since 1994 - Servicing, Repairs & DCC Decoder Fitting

2J Brighouse Business Village, Riverside Park, Middlesbrough, Cleveland TS2 1RT

Tel: 01642 909794
Open Mon-Sat 10am - 5pm

Web: www.petersspares.com
Email: sales@petersspares.com

✤ New & Used Hornby Spare Parts✤ Our own spare parts made in China

✤ Locomotives and Rolling Stock✤ Plastic Kits✤ Paints✤ Tools & Glues

✤ Digital Decoders & Controllers✤ Locomotive Detailing Parts

✤ Mega Steam Smoke Fluid

✤ Tracks & Train Sets

✤ We have it all at Peters Spares

EVERYTHING IN THE SHOP TO TURN A TRAIN SET INTO A MODEL RAILWAY

Were

£23.00
ALL £19.99

●REPAIRS DONE ● CUSTOMERS WANTED!.... With an eye for a bargain ● DCC DECODERS FITTED ●

AUTUMN OFFERS
Tornado Pullman Express...................................................... .£95
COACHES
R4468 Gresley Buffet Blue/grey...................................... £39.95
R4534A/B Push-pull Coach Pk ....................................... . £62.50
R4606 BR Blue 50 Foot Full Brake ................................. £19.95
R4521B BR Maroon Gresley Sub Comp ........................... £22.50
R4577B BR Thompson Sub Brake ................................... £20.50
STEAM LOCO’S
R3110 BR 2-6-2 Tank 61XX Class....................................... £69
R3017 Patriot Sir Herbert Walker......................................... £90
R3030 LMS 4F.................................................................. .£70
R3124 BR Early Crest 42XX ............................................... .£98
R3126 BR Late Crest 52XX................................................. £98
R3243/A Late Crest K1 62024/7 ......................................... £115
R32042 Early Crest K1 62015............................................. £115
R3305 E/C Weathered K1 62059. .................................... .£115
R3241 City of Bradford .................................................... £125
TTS SOUNDS LOCOS
R3245 A1Tornado ............................................................ £140
R3370 Duke Of Gloucester................................................ £128
R3284 Flying Scotsman................................................. £89.99
R3285 LNER A4 Gadwall................................................... ..£95
LIMITED EDITION ROYAL TRAIN LOCO
R3272 Class 67 Royal Sovereign ...................................... £105
DIESEL LOCO’S
R3345 Class 66 Freightliner........................................... £62.50
R3067 – BR Rail Road Blue Class 31................................ £49.95
DAPOL
Dapol Coach Kits................................................................ £9.95
Dapol Ready Made Coaches..............................................£12.95
Full Range of Dapol Rolling Stock
BR Mark1 Full Spec Coaches
(Metal Wheels & Enhanced Printing)
R4619 Maroon parcels coach
R4620 Crimson & Cream 2nd open
R4621 Maroon TSO
R4642 Chocolate & Cream parcels coach
R4643 Maroon 2nd open
R4644 Chocolate & Cream TSO

DCC DECODERS
R8249 – 8 pin DCC Decoders ..................... £12.50 ea, 6 for £72
R8245 – 8/21 pin Sapphire Decoders ................................... £21

MK1 COACHES
R4406A Crimson & Cream Brake 3rd.................................. ...£21
R4407A Crimson & Cream Composite............................. .... ..£21
R4408A Crimson & Cream Brake Comp................................. £21
R4613/4/5 ..................................................................... £16.95
R4611/12 ...................................................................... £19.95
R4350/51/52/53/54/55................................................... £12.95
4627/29/30 .................................................................... £12.95
R4609 BR MK 1 Full Spec Coaches................................ £20.50
LIGHTED PULLMAN COACHES
R4419/21/25/30............................ .................................... ..£35
R4422/23/24/26/29/80/81/86..............................................£25
MK3 COACHES
Blue Grey ER with lights FO, TSO, TGS Buffet ......................... .£33
R4635/A/B Arriva Wales MK3 Standard Class......... ..... ......£16.50
R4593 / R4632 A/B & C /R4531A, R4631A & R4635 – Intercity
Exec Grey / Red Stripe.............................................. £16.50 each
MK4 COACHES
East Coast MK4 R4465/A,66/A/B/C/67/68 ....................... £26.50
WAGONS
R6675/76/77 21 Ton Hopper....................................... ..... £13.95
R6489/70/71 OTA Thamesboard Blue................................£12 ea
R6541 Total.................................................................. .. £6.95
R6642/A/B/C Shunters Wagon GW ................................... ..... .£9
R6643/A/B/C Shunters Wagon BR ........................................... £9
R6401A BR 9 Plank Grey.............................................. .... .£5.50
R6606 MGR Hoppers ..................................Pack of 3 £17.50

......................................................... 2 Packs of 3 £30
R6692A/B Blue spot Fish Van ..................................... £8.95 each

..................................................................Or 3 for £25
R6703 GT Parker & Sons Boston...................................... £8.50
R6704 Hickleton Coal Wagon .......................................... £8.50
R6717 Hornby 2015 Wagon............................................. £7.99
R6679 BR Horsebox ......................................................... £15
R6712A BR Open Wagons .......................................3 pk £16.50
R6508A BR 20 Tonne Break Van - ................................... £14.50
HORNBY YEAR WAGONS
2013...£8.25 2015...£7.99

Hornby Decoders
probably the cheapest in the country!

Pennine Models
at Haworth

Wednesday to Sunday
11am-5pm

33/35 Mill Hey, Haworth,
Keighley BD22 8NQ
Tel. 01535 642367

penninemodels@gmail.com

Dent Station – was £39.95 now £29.95



 TICKET PRICE WILL INCLUDE:

FREE    ACCESS TO BRITISH MOTOR MUSEUM

FREE    ON-SITE PARKING

FREE    COURTESY BUS FROM LEAMINGTON SPA TRAIN STATION
(Saturday Only)

(Layouts subject to change)

Advance Ticket Holders: Express lanes in operation. Entry from 9.30am.
Opening Times: Saturday October 8: 10am to 5pm 

AND Sunday October 9: 10am to 4pm.

Check website for full list of layouts, 
demonstrations and exhibitors

EVENTS

Brought to you by

Visit: www.greatelectrictrainshow.com
Call: 01780 480 404

    WORKING LAYOUTS
in the major scales, gauges and eras, including:

• Old Elms Road - ‘OO’ gauge, Southern Region
• Dentdale - ‘N’ gauge, London Midland Region
• Goathland - ‘OO’ gauge, preservation
• Haymarket Cross - ‘OO’ gauge, Eastern Region
• St Stephens Road - ‘OO’ gauge, Western Region

Practical demonstrations for hands-on advice     
and inspiration

A wide selection of top quality traders                
and manufacturers

OCTOBER 8/9 
2016

OCTOBER 8/9 OCTOBER 8/9 OCTOBER 8/9 OCTOBER 8/9 OCTOBER 8/9 
201620162016201620162016201620162016201620162016201620162016201620162016201620162016201620162016201620162016201620162016201620162016
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SAVE £s WHEN 
BOOKING IN ADVANCE 

ADULT (Save £5*) £9 
CHILD (5-16 yrs) (Save £2*) £7

Children under 16 must be accompanied by an adult at all times.
*Savings against BMM on-the-day ticket prices. 

Deadline for advance ticket orders 30 September 2016.

ON THE DAY PRICES:
Adult: £14 • Concessions: £12 •  Child (5-16 yrs): £9 

• Children under 5: FREE • Family (2 adults, 3 children): £39

Haymarket Cross - ‘OO’ gauge, Eastern Region

Dentdale - ‘N’ gauge, London Midland Region

194/16

RETURNING FOR ITS FOURTH YEAR!
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BOOKING OPEN

10 TH MARCH



Warwick and Warwick have an expanding requirement

for early to modern collections of British and Foreign

trains and train sets from large accumulations to

items of individual value. Our customer base is

increasing dramatically and we need an ever

larger supply of quality material to keep pace with

demand. The market has never been stronger

and if you are considering the sale of your

collection, now is the time to act.

Get the experts on your side!

Selling your model railways?

Warwick & Warwick Ltd., Chalon House, Scar Bank,
Millers Road, Warwick CV34 5DB England

Tel: (01926) 499031 • Fax: (01926) 491906
Email: richard.beale@warwickandwarwick.com

AUCTIONEERS AND VALUERS

wwwwwwwwww.warwickandwarwick.com

FREE VALUATIONS - We will provide a free, professional
valuation of your collection, without obligation on your part
to proceed. Either we will make you a fair, binding private
treaty offer, or we will recommend inclusion of your
property in our next public auction.

FREE TRANSPORTATION - We can arrange insured
transportation of your collection to our Warwick offices
completely free of charge. If you decline our offer, we ask
you to cover the return carriage costs only.

FREE VISITS - Visits by our valuers are possible anywwywhere
in the country or abroad, usually within 48 hours, in order
to value larger collections. Please phone for details.

ADVISORY DAYS - We are staging a series of advisory
days and will be visiting the following towns within the
next few weeks: Hartlepool, Guisborough, Ripon, Bingley,
Wolverhampton, Petersfield, Loughborough, Market
Harborough, Keswick, Windermere, Rugby, Bexhill on Sea,
Crawley, Leeds, Wakefield and Shrewsburyyry.

Please visit our website or telephone for further details.

EXCELLENT PRICES - Because of the strength of our
customer base we are in a position to offer prices that we
feel sure will exceed your expectations.

ACT NOW - Telephone or email Richard Beale today with
details of your property.
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01425 479377 www.radleymodels.com

Don’ Miss Out - Check out our web
We do 2mm, 3mm, 4mm and 7mm
Don’ Miss Out - Check out our web

Large
range of
London

Transport
Kits

01425 479377   www.radleymodels.com
Radley Models
THE ALL NEW DREADNOUGHTS

Easy to make
dreadnought to

go with the Heljan
Metropolitan Bo-Bo





FREE P&P* when you order online at
www.keypublishing.com/shop

Call UK: 01780 480404
Overseas: +44 1780 480404
Monday to Friday 9am-5:30pm

SUBSCRIBERS CALL FOR YOUR £5.00 DISCOUNT!
*Free 2nd class P&P on all UK & BFPO orders. Overseas charges apply.  188/16
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Techniques
Covering the bare baseboards requires 
Techniques
Covering the bare baseboards requires 
Techniques
vegetation as well as structures. 
NIGEL BURKIN shows how easily it 
can be achieved on any layout using a 
variety of products and techniques.

G
ROUND COVER MODELLING
consisting of grasses, bushes, 
scrub, weeds and 
flowering plants is the 
first of several layers 
of scenery that 

starts bringing a layout to life. 
Covering plaster hard shell 
or carved foam terrain with 
vegetation is some of the most 
satisfying layout work you will 
ever do and some of the most 
forgiving too. 

But it isn’t all about fresh 
green grasses and bushes. There 
is another side to ground cover 
and that is soil, earth, gravel and sand 
which may be exposed in dirt tracks, 
gravel roads, beaches along the course of 
rivers and where the plants have been eroded 
away. In fact almost anything you apply to the 
surface of your terrain could be called ‘ground 
cover’, including water, rail ballast, rocks, paved 
roads, garden modelling, trees and snow.

Before reaching for packets of turf and a bottle 
of scenery glue, take a look at some reference 
photographs to see how the landscape appears 
in your chosen area of modelling. Consider 
the time of the year in which your layout is set 
because colours change with the seasons and 
the same grasses, weeds and bushes will look 
different. Look at factors which affect the growth 
of ground cover including how livestock affects 
the growth of grasses in pasture compared 
to the less manicured environment of railway 
embankments. How do weeds and grasses grow 
in urban and industrial areas? What trees and 
plants are the first to populate brown field sites 
such as old railway yards? Photographs will help 
you with determining how much ground cover 
looks right.

Choosing ground  
cover ‘vegetation’
Scenery materials have developed dramatically 
in recent times with the traditional dyed sawdust 
giving way to considerably more refined and 
better-coloured products for ground cover 
vegetation. Ground foam is now giving way to 
static grass which has seen its use grow in the last 
ten years particularly as the price of static grass 
applicators has fallen. 

Scenery material suppliers such as Noch 
and Mininatur offer ground cover materials to 

represent specific 
features including 
cereal crops, meadow 
grasses, cattle and 
livestock pasture, rough 
ground and wild ground cover. 
The seasons are also taken into 
consideration with products coloured 
to suit, making ground cover modelling 
a satisfyingly precise area of landscape 
modelling in its own right.

Whatever lengths you plan to go to, the 
majority of experienced modellers choose to 
use static grass as the main component of green 
ground cover now, the idea is to achieve the 
correct colouring for your chosen season and 
a variety of textures. The real landscape has a 
variety of colours and textures which, when 
replicated on a layout, will make it appear more 
realistic.

For example, livestock will eat pasture grasses 
down, sometimes leaving the tougher broadleaf 
weeds alone. Bracken will grow pretty well 
unchecked in upland areas where acid soil 
dominates – it is rarely eaten by anything, being 

Techniques
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relatively toxic to 
livestock and will grow 

to the exclusion of other 
plants. Lineside locations such 

as embankments and cuttings will see 
longer grasses and bushes growing together 

with weeds. All of these features have their own 
textures and cannot be created with just one or 
two applications of ground cover material.

Colour is another factor to consider. I prefer 

late Summer as a 
modelling season as 

grasses and weeds reach 
their maximum height. Whilst the 

underlying colour of grass will be green, 
the longer strands and flower stalks will likely 

be dry and straw-coloured. Winter grasses will 
be dead and dried to a straw colour, together 
with what is left of Summer weeds which may 
be dark brown. Not all grasses stand tall – they 
can be beaten down by rain and wind and early 
summer grasses will be a lovely fresh green but 
not very tall. Areas of good drainage will result 
in prematurely dry grasses, such as the area 
immediately adjacent to the permanent way and 
dirt roads. Creating these textures is the route 
to making your landscape modelling appear 
convincing.

Static grass has done much for realistic 

landscaping, but like any mechanically applied 
material, can appear too uniform in appearance. 
There are several ways of avoiding the artificial 
appearance and one simple method involves 
mixing different sizes of static grass in the 
applicator and applying them at the same time. 
Another technique is to drift a second layer of 
straw-coloured grass over the first in selected 
areas to vary the height of the grasses. Push some 
over to flatten the grass in one or two areas. Add 
a smattering of ground foam material in places 
to represent weeds, particularly in areas where 
hedging and bushes will be planted. Choose 
darker colours to represent broadleaf weeds and 
wild flowers. Remember: texture and colour is 
important when selecting ‘green’ ground cover 
materials and always choose those advertised as 
colour-fast.

Hardstanding
Not all ground cover consists of vegetation Not all ground cover consists of vegetation 

and not all ground is covered by grasses and not all ground is covered by grasses 
and weeds. Dirt tracks and roads and weeds. Dirt tracks and roads 

together with hardstanding and together with hardstanding and 
areas of bare ground are areas of bare ground are 

just as important just as important 
features to features to 

Experimenting with a 
small diorama allows you 
to make mistakes and try 
new modelling materials 

before applying them to a 
layout where corrections 
may be harder to do. This 
diorama was built to test 

some dirt road ideas and to 
demonstrate basic ground 

cover techniques.

model. On 
the practice 

diorama featured 
in this article, the semi-

abandoned industrial scene 
features areas of hardstanding and 

little used dirt road. 
Areas of bare soil, tracks and dirt roads 

are not easy to create convincingly and some 
modellers go to extraordinary lengths to achieve 
an acceptable result. A simple technique involves 
the use of earth coloured acrylic paint or powder 
paint mixed with water and a quantity of fine 
sand. The use of fast-drying PVA glue is the key 
ingredient, binding the sand together in the road 
surface. It is brushed on and various markings 
can be introduced into it to represent ploughing, 
tyre tracks and other features. Colouring can be 
dark for industrial areas and dark or peaty soils. 
Choose lighter colouring for dry sandy soils and 
dry gravel tracks. Remember that water will make 
gravel, sand and soil appear darker.

Other options include the use of landscaping 
plaster for creating dirt roads and areas of bare 
earth. Woodland Scenics Hydrocal plaster is easily 
dyed with pigments and acrylic paints to achieve 
a good colour before it is applied to the layout. 
Air drying clays are also popular materials for 
making effective dirt tracks and roads, being soft 
enough to introduce tyre tracks and ruts. 
Once hardened, they may be painted and treated »
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MIKE WILD shows how he went about adding lights 
to Bachmann’s ‘OO’ gauge inspection saloon.

CARRIAGE 
LIGHTINGmade simple
Adding interior lights couldn’t be simpler with Train-
made simple
Adding interior lights couldn’t be simpler with Train-
Tech’s easy to install battery powered lighting strips.

made simple
Tech’s easy to install battery powered lighting strips.
MIKE WILD

made simple
MIKE WILD shows how he went about adding lights 

made simple
 shows how he went about adding lights 

LIGHTINGmade simpleLIGHTING
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NTERIOR LIGHTS can make a huge difference to a model – 
and especially if you enjoy running trains after dark. However, 
lighting projects tend to be left to those with soldering skills as 
most vehicles will require electrical pick-ups as well as lights.

Thankfully that isn’t the only way to go about adding interior 
lighting. Specialist supplier Train-Tech has produced a range of 

LED lighting strips which require absolutely no soldering at all. They are 
self powered with small circular batteries and can be installed in very little 
time in the majority of current ready-to-run rolling stock.

Train-Tech’s three strip pack for ‘N’ gauge carriages (Cat No. CN200) is 
the source of materials for this quick workbench project to install interior 
lighting in the Bachmann London Midland & Scottish Railway inspection 
saloon. Adding lights is a straightforward process requiring removal of 

the body – a clip fit to the chassis – and careful positioning of two of 
the ‘N’ gauge lighting strips on the underside of the roof. The only other 
modification was to create clearance space in the internal walls to make 
sure the body still fitted comfortably onto the chassis.

The simplicity of Train-Tech’s lighting strips makes them a joy to install 
and they have a self timer feature which turns the lights off if the vehicle 
has been stationary for more than four minutes. Turning the lights 
back on is handled by a motion sensor so once installed, apart from an 
occasional battery change, there is no maintenance required either.

The result is a carriage which looks all the better for the addition of 
interior lights – all this one needs now is a collection of management 
‘passengers’ to complete the picture! n

Lighting brings great 
atmosphere to a model 
railway. With the station 
building lit with Woodland 
Scenics Just-Plug system 
and station lamps by DCC 
Concepts, the newly kitted 
out inspection saloon looks 
at home.

USEFUL LINKS

Bachmann www.bachmann.co.uk
Train-Tech www.train-tech.com

WHAT WE USED

PRODUCT MANUFACTURER CAT NO.
LMS 50ft inspection saloon, BR maroonLMS 50ft inspection saloon, BR maroon Bachmann 39-779
‘N’ gauge carriage lighting kit Train-Tech CN200
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PLEASE TURN FOR  
STEP BY STEP GUIDE

Keeping trains Keeping trains 
movıng
A smooth running railway is an enjoyable model.
movıng
A smooth running railway is an enjoyable model.
movıng

NIGEL BURKIN

movıng
reveals his 

movıng
top tips to get the best performance from ready-to-run locomotives and rolling stock.top tips to get the best performance from ready-to-run locomotives and rolling stock.

When the time comes for a layout 
operating session you want 
everything to run as smoothly 
as possible without derailments, 
stalling or jerky running. Keeping 
the layout in tip-top condition 
requires maintenance and periodic 
checks to see that track, turnouts, 
wiring, controls and locomotives are 
all working satisfactorily.
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HERE IS NOTHING MORE 
frustrating than a poorly 
running layout. Derailments, 
jerky running and stalling on 
points will make any modeller 
ask if the investment in wood, 

track, wiring, control system and scenery – and 
above all, effort - was really worth it. Problems 
inevitably arise because model railways are 
complex animals made of a number of different 
and sometimes incompatible materials.

It does not have to be that way – maintenance 
and making small but effective improvements 
can bring many benefits to a less than reliable 
layout. Here we will look at some of the causes of 
poor performance, how they can be avoided and 
how to maintain a model railway so it runs well.

The design stage
When starting a model railway you have the 
opportunity to design your layout for reliability 
as well as realism. One thing I have learned not 
to do is skimp on quality materials or apply 
small but ultimately meaningless economies. 
Experienced modellers will use dowels on 
portable layouts for accurate baseboard 
alignment every time the layout is assembled. 
They are worth every penny!

The box of recovered telephony wire under 
one of the layouts at the club will not provide 
reliable electrical supply in the long term. Spend 
some of your budget on quality equipment 
wire, no matter if it is a Digital Command Control 
(DCC) or analogue layout. Use 7/0.2mm grade 
for accessories and a heavier grade of wire 
such as 16/0.2mm is perfect for most analogue 
control applications. DCC control will require 
wire capable of carrying up to 5amps for some 
distance without voltage drop, so choose a grade 
as beefy as 24/0.2mm. That way, you will avoid 
voltage drop and wiring faults! 

Timber for baseboards is another key choice 
which can make or break a layout. Heavier 
baseboard design will be more durable, so do 
not hesitate to upgrade from 9mm to 12mm 
plywood for box frames and baseboard tops for 

A great deal of cleaning work to track, structures and scenery can be prevented by using dust sheets 
to cover the layout between running sessions. The best material for protecting the layout from dust 
is the lightweight plastic sheet sold by DIY retailers. It is light enough to avoid damaging delicate 
structures and scenery and will not pull rolling stock off the layout during removal.
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No. 8magazine yearbook

20
16 HORNBY

HARDBACK

Collec
tors’ 

Editio
n 

Hornby Magazine Yearbook No. 8 is brand new this 
autumn. It features the latest layout build by the 
Hornby Magazine team focusing on a 1980s period 
power station.

In this Yearbook we guide you through the process 
of building a model railway showing how this layout 
- West Riding Power - has been developed using 
Bachmann’s new set of Scenecraft buildings as the 
basis. Features include landscaping, weathering, 
detailing, how to install digital sound and much more 
including historical features and step by step guides.

Each feature is fully illustrated with detailed 
construction photographs and includes work by 
well known Hornby Magazine contributors 
Tim Shackleton, Paul Chetter and Nigel Burkin.

FULL COLOUR • HARDBACK • 128 PAGES 

FEATURES INCLUDE:
•  Ground cover techniques.
•  Weathering steam locomotives.
•  The history of the British 4-6-0.
•  Review of the year - 2014-2015.
•  Building a power station in 6ft x 4ft.
•   Installing DCC sound and smoke 

in a ‘Black Five.’
•  Preview to 2016 model releases.

AND MUCH MORE!
This Yearbook is also available as a 
softback bookazine for just £6.99!
Visit the website or call to order.

JUST
£17.99*
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ALL SCALES CATERED FOR RENUMBERING & RENAMING
Contact Steve Tel: 01925 632209 Mobile: 07921 830484

Email: grimytimes66@yahoo.co.uk (for weathering only)

THE JUNCTION BOX
WANTED - WANTED - WANTED

Please forward your list of items by E-mail to: Ian@ihunter10.plus.com
Or send to: The Junction Box, 15, Shepherd Terrace, Haltwhistle, Northumberland NE49 9LS

Or contact Ian 07763 806306 / 01434 320328
Please visit our online shop for all your model railway requirements at:

www.thejunctionbox.net

Top prices paid for
N and OO gauge collections
or individual items, such as

• Airfix • Bachmann • Graham Farish
• Hornby • Lima • Mainline • Peco

or any other makes.
Will travel to collect.

MODEL RAILWAYS
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Mike Pett Supercast Figures
Button Badges

50 x, 38mm type set
badges £22.50

25 x, 55mm type set
badges £24.50

Ideal for Exhibitions,
Clubs etc

Mike Pett Supercast Model Railway Figures, 12 Chatham Street,
Ramsgate Kent CT11 7PP Tel: 01843 593417 Mob: 07976 724225

Email: mikepettphotos@btconnect.com
Please make cheques payable to Mike Pett

Contact us for a free quote -
We buy and sell

1. Call 07725 112 325
2. Email - model-railway-emporium@outlook.com
3. Send a letter to our address - Please ring for address

New E-commerce
website coming soon

Contact us for a free quote - Contact us for a free quote - 

Have

something

to SELL?

We willconsideranything

For a great selection
of books, DVDs,
magazines and
models visit:

www.keypublishing.com/shop
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SouthWest

www.southwestdigital.co.uk

Distributor
for the UK

Trade welcome

T: 01934 515382 info@swd4esu.co.uk

responsive sound algorithm
The highest quality sounds in all

gauges. A wide range of responsive
steam and diesel sounds developed

for the all new

Test drive the latest loco sounds with
stunning clarity at SWD – call now for

more info

Close your eyes and
you’re there!

As real as it gets!
New channel, see website for details
ALL products come with a 2 year warranty and FREE return postage

Photos: Chris Perkins

Cryyrystall clear digital sound



BR Steam - Western Region 50 
Years On commemorates the 
50th anniversary of the end 
of steam on British Railways 
Western Region as 31 December 
1965 saw the end of steam-
hauled Western Region trains. 
 
With supporting text and a wealth 
of archive photographs, BR Steam - 
Western Region 50 Years On traces the 
story of steam in the 18 years (1948-
1965) that the former Great Western 
Railway lines, together with some lost, 
and others gained, spent as part of the 
nationalised system – British Railways. 
All railway enthusiasts that recall 
those halcyon days of Western Region 
steam will have their own special 
recollections, and BR Steam Western 
Region 50 Years On will help rekindle 
some of those memories over 
116 high-quality pages.
 

 Features include 
 
• An inherited railway 
 
• Pre-Grouping locomotives in   
 Western Region days 
 
• Great Western locomotives that  
 never were 
 
•  Western Standards 
 
• Steam Days in Colour: Paddington  
 and its London suburbs 
 
• 1963 regional changes and 
 Dr Beeching’s medicine 
 
• The countdown to oblivion of 
 GW steam - 1956 to 1965
 
• 1965 - steam’s fi nal year

AND MUCH MORE!

BR STEAM
WESTERN REGION 50 YEARS ON

Call UK 01780 480404
Overseas +44 1780 480404
Lines open 9.00-5.30, Monday-Friday 

Free P&P* when you order online at 
www.keypublishing.com/shop

* Free P&P valid on UK and BFPO orders. Overseas charges apply

 

SUBSCRIBERS CALL FOR YOUR £1.00 DISCOUNT

ORDER DIRECT:

JUST
 £6.99

187/16
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Available exclusively from: www.locomotionmodels.com the NRM’s on-line
model shop or the Locomotion museum shop in Shildon Tel: 01388 771413

BR (NRM)‘Flying Scotsman’& Support CoachBLimited Edition R3503

This specially commissioned limited edition train pack exclusively produced for
LocomotionModels.com of which only 500 have been produced includes ‘Flying
Scotsman’ with a slightly higher gloss level than usual so as to represent more
accurately the pristine condition of the locomotive when it is finally outshopped
after restoration.
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Possibly Hampshire’s Largest Stockist
of Model Railways, Diecast, Books,
Magazines, Scalextric and much more...
Second Hand Department NOW OPEN.

Heljan Loco’s - Last Few!

Tel: 01420 542244
altonmodelcentre.co.uk

7a Normandy Street, Alton
Hants, GU34 1DD

Monday: Closed
Tuesday to Saturday: 9.00am to 5.00pm

Sunday: See website / call

All new stock & prices include postage.

InterCity £89.00

A C ModelsA C Modelsdelsd lldelsA C Modelsdeeeelllllss
Tel: 02380 610100 www.acmodelseastleigh.co.ukTel: 02380 610100 www.acmodelseastleigh.co.uk

Stockists of

andmuchmoremuchm

7/9 High Street, Eastleigh, Hants SO50 5LF
email: info@acmodelseastleigh.co.uk ClosedWeds, Sun.

7/9 High Street, Eastleigh, Hants SO50 5LF
email: info@acmodelseastleigh.co.uk ClosedWeds, Sun.

Wehave now expanded to number 9 High Street
and our Spares Department &GamesWorkshop at number 7 is now open

Visit us at www.acmodelsspares.co.uk.
New R/C Dept now open

Your one stop shop for the model enthusiast, selling brand new and near newmodel trains, slotcars,
sets, and diecast toys at very special prices direct from our website or our shop in Eastleigh.

R3310 BR 4-6-2 ‘Bude’ West Country Class
- Late BR
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166 Three Bridges Road, Crawley, Sussex, RH10 1LE
Tel: 01293 516329 Fax: 01293 403955 www.langleymodels.co.uk

Illustrated Catalogues Including Post

OO,OO9 (1/76th) £6 In Colour

N (1 /148th) In Colour £5 In Colour

O (1 /43rd) In Colour £4 In Colour

Mail Order By Return P+P £4, over £40 Post Free
Unpainted metal kits-glue with epoxy glue (£5.75)

Painted Single Head Traffic Light £6.05
Painted Twin Head Traffic Light £6.35
Painted Police Telephone box (resin) £13.40
Painted Hunt Scene 2 mounted riders £9.40
Painted Hunt Scene 6 Assorted Hounds £8.35
Painted Cricket Game 15figs £31.50
Painted Morris Dancers £25.20
Painted Loco Spotters(3) & 8 Kids £25.20
Painted Lych Gate £12.35
Painted Church Notice Board & Crucifix £9.95
Painted War Memorial £9.95
Painted Gardeners (4 figs and equipment) £12.10
Painted Blacksmith and equipment £36.50
Painted 4 Soldiers Marching £9.25
Painted 1 Officer for Above £2.65
Painted 1 Mounted Officer £5.20
Painted 6 Sitting Figures £13.20
Painted 6 x Standing Figures set 1 £13.20
Painted 6 Standing Figures set 2 £13.20
Painted 6 x Standing figues set 3 £13.20
Painted Punch & Judy Tent and Figures £15.65
Painted 4 Sheep £6.85
Painted Shepherd, Sheepdog and 4 Ass Sheep £10.75

5 6 1950’s Station figs guards fat controller porter etc £5.50
6 ass Gravediggers. Pick, shovel and lamp holders £5.50
Canadian Canoe and 2 paddling figs £5.95
Canadian Canoe padding and resting figure £5.95
3 Deep-sea Divers, 2 helpers, compressor £5.65
3 x Kids/ R.C. Toys, 1 adult launching plane £5.50
6 kids, 4 with skateboards, 2 rollerskates £5.50
1 x Windsurfer and figure £4.45
3 Surfers, 2 surfing one waxing board £5.50
4 Hunting figs & 2 ‘gun dogs’ with pheasant £5.50
6 Assorted People with Umbrellas £5.55
8 Assorted Ambulance/Paramedics £6.55
2 Assorted Mobility Scooters and Figs £5.70
Council/Municipal Figure and rubbish cart £4.40
Cider/Fruit Press Figure and demijohns £5.50
C.C.T.V. Cameras (3 wall and 1 post mounted) £4.60
5 Policemen in various positions £4.75
Assorted Agricultural Tools & Equipment £4.00
Ass Industrial Tools & Equipment £4.00
Platform Machines(tickets chocolate weighing scales) £5.50
Ind Machine. Mill & Pillar Drill £5.95
Ind Machine Lathe & vertical sander £5.95
Ind Machine Fly Press & Pillar Tool Grinder £5.15
2 Wheelchairs Patients and 2 pushing £5.10

Painted War Memorial £5.95
Painted 2 Plain Horses (unharnessed) £5.85
Painted Loco Crew £3.90
Painted Swans & Ducks x 4 each £6.30
Painted Washing Line & Figure £6.95
Painted Wild Animals £6.85
Painted Assorted Seagulls x 8 £6.45
Painted Dogs 6 off £6.30
Painted 6 x Pigs £6.00
Painted Sheep 8off £6.40
Painted Chickens 10 off £6.40
Painted Funeral Scene £9.15
Painted Wedding Scene £17.80
Painted Cricket Game £26.25
Painted Church Notice board & crucifix £7.30
Painted Lrg Wooden (Oak) Barrels x 4 £5.95
Painted Flower tubbs and water butt £7.45
Painted Terracotta Chimneys (12x (3 types)

£4.95
Painted Welding Figures & Equipment £8.55
Painted 9 x Ass Standing Figures platform etc

£17.60
Painted 4 Pallets and pallet truck £8.35

Working Men 1 on Ladder & 1 on trestle £4.30
8 Pigs £3.20
8 Sheep £3.20
10 Chickens £3.20
2 Shire Horses £2.65
Pub/Café Scene £5.55
Funeral Scene £4.10
White Wedding Scene £4.25
Cricket Game Figures £5.95
Cricket Sight Screen and Scoreboard £5.95
2 Horse Plough and Ploughman £4.60
15 ass Loco Lamps (square,round,guard) £2.65
30 shell vents (extra detailing for coaches) £2.65
20 torpedo vents (extra detail for coaches) £2.65
Ass Loco Vacuum Pipes £2.65
Childrens Playground & figures £8.55
Church Lych Gate £4.55
Church Notice Board & Crucifix £3.70
Forresters saw horse set and axe £4.30
6 Large (50 gallon) Oak Barrels £3.70
Water Butt and 5 Tubs £3.70
12 Wharfside Bollards £3.70
Lifebelts & Stands £3.70

OO SCALE
Railway Rapier Loading
crane £30.45, steel pile
harbour wall 820mm long
+ wall & turntable £19.95
loads of kits in our
illustrated colour
catalogue

N SCALE KITS
indoor Garage
Equipment £5.90,
Outside Garage
Pumps £7.35

10.00am to 4.00pm at Locomotion,
The National Railways Museum, Shildon

Locomotion, Shildon DL4 1PQ
Nearest Railways Station – Shildon 100 yds. On Arriva Bus Routes

Café Disable Access Free Entry and Free Parking
Diecast Model Railways Collectables

For event and trading information
Contact: Stuart 01535 642367 or Laurence 07966 333605
Promoted by Tri-angman and Pennine Models on behalf of Locomotion

SPRING
Toy Fairs

Saturday 30th April 201616

Productsat PricesNot to beMissed!

DCP Express
Bryon Court
Bow Street

Great Ellingham
NR17 1JB, UK01953 457800 / www.Train-Tech.com

£4 UK P&P - thismonth quote HBY0416 for £2 off postage!

FREE
BROCHURE
FREE

Available direct from www.dcpexpress.com&model shops

Easy-Fit Sound & Lighting

Now Available in N & OO - from under £20 complete

NEWAutomatic Coach Lights for any Coach
Easy fit - motion activated - no wiring, no pickups, no flickering

Works on bothDC&DCC! Steam, Diesel, Goods....
Easy Fit - nowiring, no Pickups, no Switches, no Soldering

Ask for free guide to fitting SFXSound intoNgauge

Fit real sound in your train - only £40!
Tiny motion controlled sound capsule and battery - no wiring

Steam
Diesel
DMU!

Order by 3pm for same day First Class despatch

N
Ga
ug
e

Co
ac
h L
igh
ts

No
w
Av
ail
ab
le!

Addreal sound& lighting to your layout!

NowAvailable inN!
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Opening hours: Mon 09.30-17.00, Tue 09.30-17.00 Wed Closed,
Thu 11.00-19.00, Fri 09.30-17.00, Sat 09.30-17.00, Sun Closed

6 Station Road, Stanley, Co. Durham, DH9 0JL
Tel: 01207 232545

www.durhamtrainsofstanley.co.uk
Email: sales@durhamtrainsofstanley.co.uk

Derby’s Specialist Model Shop:
Railway OO & N, Die-Cast Models, Plastic Kits, Tools,

Slot Cars, Table Top Gaming, Scenics, Paints & Glues .

Release the inner modeller in you!

0011333322 334444003333

44 The Strand Arcade, Derby

www.galactic-models.co.uk

Mon-Sat 09.30-17.30 • Closed Tues (Not Dec) & Bank Hols

Church Street Models, 10A, Church Street, Basingstoke, Hants, RG21 7QE

01256 358060 • Mail Order Welcome MaestroMaestro

ONLINE SHOP www.churchstreetmodels.co.uk

We also stock OO & N gauge from Bachmann, Base Toys, Britbus, Classix, Dapol, Dornaplas, EFE,
Farish, Gaugemaster, Heljan, Hornby, Humbrol, Kestrel, Metcalfe, Modelscene, Oxford Diecast,
P. Dundas (N), Peco, Plastruct, Ratio, Superquick, Wills, Woodland Scenic & Deluxe Materials.

SALE SALE SALE SALE SALE SALE SALE SALE
HORNBY:

R2844 30934 BR Early ..........£91.00
R3098 60163 BR Green ........£94.00

HELJAN:
1600 D8400 BR Green.........£105.00
2301 D5903 Green Full Yel ...£90.00
2302 D5908 Green Full Yel ...£90.00
2309 D5905 BR Grn SY(W)..£102.50
2311 D5906 BR Green...........£93.50
2322 D5905 BR Green.........£101.00
2323 D5909 Green (W)........£109.00
2724 D5353 BR Green...........£78.00

BACHMANN:
31-167DC 50795 Black (W) ..£84.00
31-325DC Cl.105 Blue...........£85.50
31-933 41157 BR Late ........£102.50
32-285 Cl.101 Grn Whisk....£120.00
32-286 Cl.101 BR Gn SYP ...£120.00

FARISH:
371-393 66301 Fastline ........£66.00
372-726 73158 BR Late ........£94.00

All subject to availability
UK P & P from £4.10 per order

Sttocckiistts oof moodeell raailwwaay eqquipmmennt
SEECOONNDDHAANDBBOOOUGGHHTANNDDSOOLLD

findus onFacebook
www.flair-rail.co.uk

FlairRail, Unit 7, Springfields, Nursery
Estate, BurnhamonCrouch. CM0 8TA

T: 01621 786198
E: roger@flair-rail.co.uk

Open:Monday to Friday 9.30-5.00
Saturday 9.30-4.00

SALE DAY.... Saturday April 2nd....

Shop open 7 days a week 9am to 5pm
Aylsham Station, Norwich Road, Aylsham, Norfolk, NR11 6BW

Tel 01263 733858 E-Mail shop@bvrw.co.uk
Postage £5.00 per order to UK destinations

Bachmann OO Locomotives
35-075 E4 0-6-2 Tank LBSC Marsh Umber.............£93.46

35-076 E4 0-6-2 Tank Southern Green 473 ...........£93.46

35-077 E4 0-6-2 Tank BR Black Early 32556..........£93.46

35-078 E4 0-6-2 Tank BR Black Late 32500...........£93.46

31-138 D11/2 Haystoun of Bucklaw........................£94.00

31-931 Midland Compound LMS Black 1189 .........£99.99

31-980 BR 3MT Tank 82020 BR Green Weathered...£72.21

31-881 4F 43875 BR Black Early............................ £76.46

32-370 Class 37 DRS Compass 37 405................ £101.96

32-285 Class 101 DMU Green Speed Whiskers.....£118.00

32-286 Class 101 DMU Green yellow panel..........£118.00

32-287 Class 101 DMU Blue & Grey......................£118.00

32-381M Class 37 DRS Compass 37 402.............£119.99

Hornby OO Locomotives
R3073 LNER A1 Royal Lancer...............................£120.00

R3233 D16/3 4-4-0 LNER Black 8825...................£95.00

R3234 D16/3 BR Black Early 62530......................£95.00

R3235 D16/3 E2524 British Railways....................£95.00

R3303 D16/3 BR Early 62581 Weathered...............£95.00

R3243B BR K1 Late Crest 62064........................ £110.50

R3242A BR K1 Early Crest 62032........................£110.50

R3310 BR West Country 34006 BR Green Late....£120.00

R3324 LNER J50 Black No. 635............................ £68.00

R3325 BR J50 BR Black Early 68987.................... £68.00

R3326 BR J50 BR Black Late 68971......................£68.00

R3380 LNER J15 Black 7510.................................£95.00

R3381 BR J15 BR Black Early 65475.....................£95.00

BURE VALLEY MODELS
www.burevalleymodels.com 999-067/0++&380)+-(3-',
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www.GoldenValleyHobbies.com
Busch Foliage Sheet – for thick ground cover

See our website for existing stockists and our full
range. Trade Enquiries welcome.

01981 241 237

GVH, Unit 1, Pontrilas
Business Park, Pontrilas,
Hereford, HR2 0AZ
P&P £3.99 per order

Micro Flock sheets 150 x 250mm
Just £2.99 each!

7341 Light Green
7342 Mid Green
7343 Dark Green
Use for ground cover, climbers and
Ivy effects.
Mixed colour sheets £3.99 each
7345 Mixed Greens
7346 Autumn Brown
7347 Mixed Brown

GHOST-SIGNS.COM
NOT ONLINE? CALL 07970 977 628 FOR AN ILLUSTRATED PRICE LIST

N
EW

!

NOW
AVAILABLE AS

W
ATER-SLIDE TRANSFERS

00 & N Gauge Model Railways 
Diecast Planes & Vehicles - Plastic Kits & Figures - Scalextric - Jigsaws

monkbarmodelshop.co.uk
Shop online with us,

New website now live!

Stockists of Hornby, Bachmann, Graham Farish, Peco, Dapol, Gaugemaster, Ratio, Wills, 
Woodland Scenics, Metcalfe, Oxford Diecasts, Base Toys and many more
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For details contact Ray Heard on 01823 480097 or email rayheard66@btinternet.com

Saturday 19th March 10.00am to 4.30pmSaturday 19th March 10.00am to 4.30pm
Sunday 20th March 10.00am to 4.00pmSunday 20th March 10.00am to 4.00pm

• 25+ layouts with full trade support • Free Parking

THE DORSETMODELTHE DORSETMODEL
RAILWAY EXHIBITIONRAILWAY EXHIBITION

QUEEN ELIZABETH SCHOOL, BLANDFORD ROAD,
WIMBORNE, DORSET BH21 4DT

ADMISSION:ADMISSION: •• Adults: £6Adults: £6 •• Children: FREEChildren: FREE

2 0 1 62 0 1 6
When It’s Spring Again...

Street Level Models

Discover our
range of N

gauge building
kits, trams and
accessories
from just £2.49

(+ £1.70 P&P)
For more details please contact

Chiltern End, Fen Lane, Hitcham, Suffolk, IP7 7NL
or visit our website: cdcdesign.webplus.net

The home of quality
downloadable card model
railway kits since 2005

View our large range of N and OO
kits and texture sheets

Wide range
of doors

ll

ALL NEW Terraced Houses
Versatile and highly detailed
ONLY £4.99

Optional
bay windows

Additional
wall finishes

Scalescenes.com
Download
Visit

Print Build

Buy once unlimited prints

Earlestown has deep roots within the history of todays’ modern railway.
Home to the Vulcan foundry where such engines as Deltics and LMS

engines were built, the Viaduct Wagon Works where freight wagons were
built and more recently, Earlestown has become home to Sawyer Models.

Opened in May 2014, Andrew
Sawyer welcomes Loco
enthusiasts from across

the nation. With a full DCC
installed working layout,

Sawyer Models provides a
great selection for advanced

collectors and for those who are just getting started.

Situated on Bridge Street, Sawyer Models are OPEN Monday to Wednesday and
Friday to Saturday 10am to 5pm CLOSED Thursdays and Sundays with FREE parking

throughout Earlestown and only a 2 minute walk from Earlestown train station.

27 Bridge Street, Earlestown, Newton-Le-Willows, Merseyside, WA12 9BE
01925 227835 info@sawyermodels.co.uk www.sawyermodels.co.uk

Also find us on:
Facebook: sawyermodelsearlestown and also on: Twitter @SawyerModels
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www.wicormodels.com
7 West Street, Portchester, Hampshire PO16 9XB

Tel: 023 9235 1160
email: mail@wicor-models.co.uk
Stockists of a range of products from: Hornby,

Bachmann, Dapol, Gaugemaster, Graham Farish,
Parkside Dundas, Peco, Corgi, EFE, Oxford Diecast,

Scalextric, Airfix, Humbrol, Expo Tools and many others.

Tues to Sat 09:00 to 17:00
CLOSED Sun & Mon

,,

TT
NEW OPENING TIMES

BACHMANN, BREKINA, BUSCH, DAPOL, FLEISCHMANN,HELJAN, HERPA, HORNBY, IWATA,
METCALFE, PECO, PREISER, RATIO, REALTRACK, ROCO, SUNDEALA andmuchmore

EXCLUSIVE -Dapol OOCl.73/1 in stock NOW

TEN COMMANDMENTS
20 Struan Drive, Inverkeithing, Fife KY11 1AR • Tel: -01383 410032

Email: tencommandments@btinternet.com
Visit our website: www.cast-in.stone.co.uk for further info and online shop

BRICK INDUSTRIAL RANGE – OO & N GAUGES
STONECAST PLASTER. SIMPLE MODULAR SYSTEM ALLOWS EASY CONSTRUCTION
OF LOW RELIEF FACTORY / MILL / WAREHOUSE STYLE BUILDINGS. LARGE CHOICE
OF PARTS TO ALLOW INDIVIDUALISATION TO SUIT THE SPACE AVAILABLE.
SEE OUR WEBSITE FOR PRICES AND FURTHER INFORMATION.

OO N
BRICK OFFICE SET 2 STOREY 15.00 ..10.00
BRICK OFFICE SET 4 STOREY 30.00 ..20.00
RAILWAY WORKSHOPS SET 30.00 ..20.00
BRICK STARTER SET w/SIGNAGE 25.00 ..16.00

OO GAUGE –W WALLING AND FENCING
L19 STONE RETAINING WALL ( illustrated )....................................... 12.95
80mm high x 450mm long approx. Stonecast. Painting required.
L62 DRY STONE WALLING ( illustrated ) ..............................................6.00
3 x 150mm sections. Stonecast plaster. Painting required.
L92 CHAINLINK SECURITY FENCING ( illustrated )...............................12.00
Whitemetal posts with mesh. Approx 1m per pack.
L143 WIRE & POST LINSIDE FENCING ................................................. 3.50
Whitemetal posts with ‘wire. Approx 90cm per pack.

Vintage Transport in Miniature
17 Wycombe Street, Darlington DL3 7DA

Tel: 07946 499237
N GAUGE • 2 mm SCALE • 1:144 SCALE

• Buildings & Scenics
• Civil & Private Aircraft

• Ships & River Craft
• Road Vehicles

• Laser cut Models
• 3D RPD Models

It’s not just trains that brings
a model to life

Model Transport Diorama Makers and Diorama Component and
Scenic Accessory Suppliers and Designers for modellers in

N Gauge, 2 mm Scale, and 1:144 Scale.
www.vintageminiaturemodels.co.uk
email graham.a.eason@gmail.com

TRAIN TIMES
The Eastbourne Models and Collector’s Centre

Eastbourne’s longest serving
model shop is now

OPEN
again.

Stocking lines fromAirfix,
Bachmann, Deluxe Materials,
Gaugemaster, Hornby, Humbrol,

Tamiya Oxford Diecast,
PECO and more.

find us online at 37 seaside, Eastbourne, BN22 7NB
www.traintimesmodelshop.co.uk

(01323) 722026 - traintimestoo@gmail.com
Open 9am-5pm Tuesday to Saturday, open late on Friday (7pm)
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DISPLAY // LAYOUTS

DISPLAY // LAYOUTS

BOOKS

BOOKS

ACCESSORIES KITS & COMPONENTS

MODEL RAILWAY SHOPS

MODEL RAILWAY SHOPS

COLLECTORS FAIRS

IMAGES

3D PRINTING

RAILWAY BOOKS BOUGHT & SOLD
Free Railway Booksearch Service

155 Church Street, Paddock, Huddersfield, HD1 4UJ
SHOP:Tue/Wed 11:00-17-00 +Thur 14:00-20-00

www.railwaybook.com nick@railwaybook.com
Tel: 01484 518159

BOXFILE DIORAMASBOXFILE DIORAMAS
Tel: 01689 855074 Mob: 07956 086767 E-mail: chrisue@btinternet.com

“Displays and Layouts”
Chris White runs a home based business constructing small scenic displays and working layouts,
in all the popular scales. The ‘N’ gauge layouts can be made to fit into boxfiles, and oblong plastic

storage boxes. Chris can carry out scenery restoration work to existing railway layouts in any scale
and can also do commissions to build layouts and displays.

For full details of all our displays and layouts please visit our website:
www.boxfiledioramas.org.uk

P& D Marsh
Whitemetal kits, hand painted models and
laser cut wooden structures in N and 00.
Painted signals available in N and 00.

Free price list available.
The Stables,Wakes End Farm,MK17 9FB

Tel: 01525 280068
www.pdmarshmodels.com

www.emardee.org.uk

eliminates pick-up problems,
Battery power by

Further details at…

What’s your problem?

No more dirty track to clean.
Over 4hrs running time. No track
wiring on new layouts. No short
circuits. May be used on existing
layouts alongside DCC.,

Resin and brass etch kits
www.peediemodels.com

tel: 01856 252510

Your master piece in the making!
Amazing items at amazing prices

See our website for the
fffuuullllll rrraaannngggeee ooorrr cccaaallllll uuusss tttooodddaaayyy

Dereks Transport Books

www.derekstransportbooks.com

dereksbooks@btinternet.com

All transport subjects covered

Established 1995 Ringwood

Rail-Books.co.uk
Railway book specialist covering UK and overseas

prototypes, also modelling, bus, tram and shipping

books, Many books post free
Visit www.rail-books.co.uk for more
details and secure on-line ordering.

Tel: 01293 406137

Colour-Rail

60,000 images – modern traction,
steam, stations, buses and much more.
NEW- High res scans for modellers

All at www.colour-rail.com
Looking for a good home for your
treasured negatives and slides?

Then e-mail
colourrail@aol.com or write to

558 Birmingham Road,
Bromsgrove B61 0HT

Wizard Models

Over 2,200 kits and parts mainly in 4 & 7mm scales covering:
semaphore signalling; Sprat & Winkle and D.G. autocouplings;

51L and Comet locomotive, carriage and wagon kits and components.
Order on line at www.wizardmodels.co.uk

UK P&P: £3.90 per order, overseas at cost, price list 5x1st class stamps.
24hr Phone 01652 635885 Mobile 0778 894 0312

Wizard Models, PO Box 70, Barton upon Humber DN18 5XY

Addlestone Models
The Shop with the stock
Surrey’s leading Discount Model Centre

Open 7 days
Mon - Sat 9.30 - 5.30 Sun 11 - 2

130 Station Road, Addlestone,
Surrey, KT15 2BE

www.addlestone-models.co.uk
01932 845440

Haslington Models
134 Crewe Road Haslington CW1 5RQ

Tel/Fax 01270 589079
Appointed Stockist of

Hornby, Bachmann, Farish, Dapol,
VI-Trains, Peco, Gaugemaster, Heljan,

Metcalf, Ration, Wills etc
Thursday/Friday/Saturday only

10.00 until 16.00

PAIGNTON
MODEL SHOP

Stockist of:
Hornby, Bachmann, Peco,
Woodland Scenics, Metcalfe,

Superquick, Airfix, Scalextric, Ratio,
Wills & Scenerama

N Gauge stockist for Farish
Loco Weathering Service Available
60 Hyde Road,Paignton,

DevonTQ4 5BY
Tel:01803 555882

Email:
paigntonmodels@hotmail.co.uk

Website:
www.paigntonmodelshop.com

JACKSONSMODELS
33 NEWSTREET,WIGTON, CA7 9AL
Tel: 01697 342 557
www.jacksonsmodels.co.uk

Hornby, Bachmann, Peco, Dapol. Scenics, Javis,
Peco,Woodland Scenics, Gaugemaster,

Patronics, Wills, Ratio, Metcalfe, Superquick etc
Opening Times: Mon, Tue, Fri 9-5,
Thur 9-7, Sat 10-3 ClosedWed&Sun

STOKE-ON-TRENT
54 Hamil Road, Burslem ST6 1AU

Bachmann, Farish, Scenecraft,Woodland Scenics,
Hornby, PECO, Dapol, Gaugemaster,
Lenz, Metcalfe and much more!

T: 01782 818433
e: thehobbygoblin-uk@hotmail.com
www.thehobbygoblin.co.uk

CHESTER TOYFAIR (NEW VENUE),
The Cheshire County Sports Club,
Plas Newton Lane, Upton, Chester,
CH2 1PR. Saturday 2nd April
10.30am-2.30pm, £2.00 entry,
Tony Oakes Fairs 01270 652773

DROITWICH LEISURE CENTRE,
Briar Mill, Droitwich Worcester-
shire WR12 0RZ Sunday 10th April
10.30am-2.30pm Adults £2.00.
Tony Oakes Fairs 01270 652773

MAY
ISSUE

COPY DEADLINE:
24th March
ON SALE:
14th April

KIDDERMINSTER TOYFAIR, Gilt
Edge Leisure Centre, Zortech Avenue,
Kidderminster. DY11 7DY (off A451).
Sunday 17th April 10.30am-2.00pm,
£1.50 entry, Tony Oakes Fairs
01270 652773
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CLASSIFIEDS

To advertise on these
pages please call

ELIZABETH
RIDGE

on

01780 755131

MODEEEL RAILWAY SHOPS

JOHN DUTFIELD CHELMSFORD
Wards Yard, 133 Springfield Park Road, Chelmsford, CM2 6EE

PECO, HORNBY, BACHMANN, FARISH, DAPOL, HELJAN etc
and lots more for the railway modeller.

Opening times: 9 till 5.30 Closed Weds Suns & Bank hols
Tel: 01245 494455

email: heatherwilkinson@btconnect.com
www.johndutfieldmodelrailways.co.uk

Free parking Opening Hours: Tue to Sat 10-5.

or shop online at: www.platformmodelsltd.co.uk
10-12 Alder Hills, Poole, Dorset BH12 4AL

Tel: 01202 798068

All prices 10% below RRP

Model Railway items both new and second-hand
Also baseboards supplied by Model Railway Solutions

Platform Models
Platform Models

shop open Tue/Sat 9.30-5.00pm
Now taking orders for 2016 Models

Another Delightful Model At

N GAUGE SCOTRAIL ‘SALTIRE’
156 EXCLUSIVE TO C&M MODELS

NOW AVAILABLE
£114.95 (plus £4.00 p&p)

1 Crosby Street, Carlisle CA1 1DQ
Tel: 01228 514689

e-mail: sales@candmmodels.co.uk
Website: www.candmmodels.co.uk

Tuesday to Saturday: 10a.m. to 5p.m.
Sorry, but Fay is no longer available

AMPLE PARKINGSorry
no lists

HORNBY - PECO - BACHMANN - FARISH
CORGI - OXFORD - EFE - AIRFIX etc

NEW & SECONDHAND
RAILWAYS & DIECAST

WARHAMMER

213 Shrub End Road, Colchester, Essex CO3 4RN

Tel: 01206 574929 www.BestsModeller.co.uk
0781 4751547

We at BESTSMODELLER sell all
Die-Cast Models, Hornby, Lima,
Bachmann Railways, Eddie Stobart
products, Corgi Buses and have many
other products to sell. You can also
purchase online at our website.

B t M d ll

MODEL WORLDMODEL WORLD
3 LONDON ROAD,3 LONDON ROAD,
NEWPORT PAGNELL,NEWPORT PAGNELL,
BUCKS MK16 0HABUCKS MK16 0HA
ONLY 1 MILE JNC14 M1ONLY 1 MILE JNC14 M1
Hornby, Bachmann, Peco etc.Hornby, Bachmann, Peco etc.
Tel: 01908 612983Tel: 01908 612983

mickoxley@aol.commickoxley@aol.com

RHUDDLANM
O

D
ELS

• Model Railways
• Games Workshop
• Die Cast Models

Corgie - Dinky - Matchbox

• Plastic Kits
Airfix - Revel - Etc

NEW AND USED ITEMS
BOUGHT AND SOLD
HIGH ST, RHUDDLAN
01745 590048

www.rhuddlanmodels.co.ukwww.rhuddlanmodels.co.uk

MODELMANIA
All leading brands stocked

Mail order service
13 Clouds Hill Road, St. Georges,

Bristol BS57LD
Open Tues - Fri 09.30 - 17.00, Sat 09.00 - 17.00

Tel: 0117 9559819
email: modelmaniaemail@aol.com

Visiting the south lakes?

Hornby, Bachmann, Dapol,
Farish, Peco, Gaugemaster

Woodland Scenics
New and used items

Large range of N Gauge

DAPOL Gold Stockist

Open 9.30am—5pm
Mon, Tue, Wed, Fri and Sat.
Closed Thursdays and Sundays

54 Cavendish Street, Barrow in Furness,
Cumbria LA14 1PZ
Tel: 01229 820759

Kent Garden Railways
16mm and G Scale Specialists

LGB ◆ Bachmann ◆ Aristocraft ◆ Accucraft ◆ Peco ◆ Piko ◆ Pola ◆ Roundhouse etc
00 and N from leading suppliers ◆ Hornby ◆ Bachmann ◆ Farish ◆Heljan ◆ Peco

66 High Street, St Mary Cray, Orpington, Kent, BR5 3NH Tel: 01689 891668

Shop Open Mon - Sat 09.00 - 17.00 www.kgrmodels.com

Coach & Wagon Kits, Wheels, Decals, Paint & Sundries
Parkside Dundas, Cooper Craft, Cambrian, Slaters, Kirk 4mm. Mailcoach, Ian Kirk 7mm, Dapol,
Precision Paints, Modelmaster Decals, Old Time Workshop, Labelle Oils, Alan Gibson, Romford

Order on line at: www.hamodels.net or ring us (same day or next day despatch)
Precision Paint - pre order and pick up at exhibitions (minimum two weeks notice)

Exhibitions – Alexandra Palace March 19th & 20th – Bristol April 29th, 30th & May 1st

19 Keats Way, Higham Ferrers,
Northants. NN10 8DQ

Email:sales@hamodels.net

Tel: 01933 355531
Mobile: 07969 535 699
(evenings & weekends)

1
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MODEL RAILWAY SHOPS

NAMEPLATES & ETCHING

MODEL RAILWAY OUTLET

ONLINE MODEL SHOP

PAINTS

REPAIRS & SERVICE

SIGNALS & LIGHTING

TRANSFERS

WANTED

READY TO RUNMODEL KITS & DIECAST

TOY & TRAIN FAIRS

We probably have the largest selection of pre-owned model railways on the south coast.
We stock new PECO, Hornby, Bachmann, Javis, Expo, Woodland scenic’s,

Metcalfe Graham Farish, TCS decoders Kadee Couplers and more!
On our website we have a selection of our pre-owned locomotives with much

more on display in the shop!
Telephone: 02380 772 681

www.ronlines.com r.lines@hotmail.co.uk
342 Shirley Road, Southampton, SO15 3HJ

N
OW

IN
STOCK

£129.95

The Pumping Station Penarth Rd Cardiff CF11 8TT
029 2066 7225 Info@lordandbutler.com

117 New Road, Portsmouth PO2 7QS
TTTelll NNNo. 000222333 999222666555 3331000000

Email. modelshop117@gmail.com
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WWW::: cccaaarrrrrriiiaaagggeeeaaannndddwwwaaagggooonnn mmmooodddeeelllsss.cccooo.uuukkkk
E: carriagew@yahoo.co.uk

T: 01233 633295 M: 07757 342525

WW: carcar iriagea dndwagon m dodells co kuk

Custom Locos, Ltd EdnWagonsCustom Locos, Ltd EdnWagons
NewHornby, usedmakesNewHornby, usedmakes

Tri-angman
SSSpppeeeccciiiaaallliiisssttt iiinnnMMMooodddeeelll RRRaaaiiilllwwwaaayyy

Tri-anggg,,, Hornbyyy,,, Bachmann,,, Wrenn,,, Minic,,, etc
BUY& SELL HARDTO FIND ITEMS& COLLECTABLES

Findme on www.tri-angman.co.uk
Tel: 07966 333605 Email: laurence@tri-angman.co.uk

CR Signals
Lights, signals & kits to bring your layout to life

N Gauge & 00 Gauge
• Signals • Lights • Signal & Light Kits
• Trackside items • Wire & Accessories
For the latest price list and order form

Please email info@crsignals.com
www.crsignals.com

CR Signals ‘Birkby’ 5 The Crescent,
Doncaster Road, Rotherham S65 1NL

Model Railway Doctor
Model Railway Repair Specialist

Most Makes Undertaken
DCC Specialist

Why not visit the website for more information
www.modelrailwaydoctor.co.uk

or tel: 020 8907 7662

Southport, Good Friday 25th March 2016
10.30 - 3pm, Splash World, Dunes leisure
centre, Esplanade, Southport PR8 1RX Up to
65 tables Admission Adults £2.00
Children 50p.
Contact: Barry Stockton on 0151-334 3362

Warrington Sunday 3rd April 2016,
10.30 - 3pm Warrington Collegiate Winwick
Road, WA2 8QA Up to 65 tables.
Admission adults £2.00 Children 50p.
Contact: Barry Stockton on 0151-334 3362

Chester Le Street - Park view school North
lodge DH3 4BB Sunday April 3rd 10am til 3pm
Admission £2.50 OAP and Children £1.50 Early
entry £5.00 (Near The Lambton worm pub,
near Birtley Contact Jim Corr 07594035955
Email jim_corr73@hotmail.co.uk Like us on
Facebook Northerntoyfairs

Ashfield Toy & Train Fair, Festival Hall NG17
7DJ. Sunday 20th March 10am-2pm. Good
access, refreshments, free parking,
Contact Malc: 07951 072790

Burton-Upon-Trent Toy & Train Fair, Town
Hall, DE14 2EB, Wednesday 23rd March
6.30pm-8.30pm. Always a good selection of
rail and diecast. Contact Malc 07951 072790

Alfreton Leisure Centre,Toy and Train Fair:
DE55 7BD Friday 15th April, 7pm -9pm,
refreshments available. Perfect start to the
weekend Contact Malc: 07951 072790
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Mar 12/13 - HUNTINGDON East Anglian Model Railway Exhibition, The Britten Arena, Wood Green
Animal Charity Centre, Huntingdon, PE29 2NH. Sat 10 - 5, Sun 10 - 4 **Plenty of FREE Parking**
Mar 12/13 NOTTINGHAM - East Midlands Model Railway Exhibition, Harvey Hadden Sports Village,
Wigman Rd, Bilborough, Nottingham NG8 4PB. Sat 9.30-5.30, Sun 10-5. **Correcting Venue :-)**
Mar 12/13 - BASINGSTOKE Model Railway Exhibition, Aldworth Science College, Western Way.
Basingstoke, RG22 6HA. Sat 10-5, Sun 10 - 4.
Mar 19 - ABINGDON Model Railway Exhibition, White Horse Leisure & Tennis Centre, Audlett Drive,
Abingdon, Oxon, OX14 3PJ. Sat 10-5pm.*Note CHANGE of DATE*
Mar 20 - STAFFORD G Scale Society Show, Stafford County Showground, Weston Rd, Stafford,
ST18 0BD. **Plenty of FREE Parking.** Sun 10-5. * Features Normal Squires Stand for all Scales *
Mar 26 - 28 - YORK Model Railway Show, The Knavesmire Stand, Racecourse Road York.
YO23 1EX. Sat/Sun 10 - 5, Monday 10 - 4.30. ***Advance Tickets Now Available from Squires**
T & C’s Apply*** Coming to York? Why not try Sunday?? or Monday??? The show is less busy - See
more of the layouts and a lot easier to get to our stand!! :-) **Plenty of FREE Parking**
April 2 - NORWICH Model Railway Ex, Hellesdon High Sch, Norwich NR6 5SB. Sat 10-4.30pm.
April 9/10 - HORSHAM Crawley MRS Model Railway Exhibition, Tanbridge House Sch, Farthings Hill,
Guildford Rd Horsham, RH12 1SR. Sat 10 - 5, Sun 10 - 4.30. *PLENTY OF FREE PARKING*
April 9/10 CORSHAM Trainwest 2016 Model Railway Exhibition presented by Bentley M/Railway Group,
Springfield Community Campus, Beechfield Rd, Corsham, Wilts SN13 9DN Sat/Sun 10 - 5 **NEW Venue**
April 16 - NEWPORT - NEWGOG South Wales Show ‘O’ Gaugue Show, Lysaghts Institute Building,
Orb Road, Newport, NP19 0RA. 10am - 4.30pm.
April 23 LEIGH O SCALE NORTHWEST Leigh Sports Vill, Sale Way, Leigh, Lancs WN7 4JY. 10-4.30.
April 23/24 - SUTTON COLDFIELD Model Railway Exhibition, Bishop Walsh School, Wylde Green Rd,
Sutton Coldfield, B76 1QT. **Plenty of FREE Parking.** Sat 10 - 5, Sun 10 - 4.30.
April 28/29/May 1 - The 48th Bristol Model Railway Exhibition, The Thornbury Leisure Centre,
Alveston Hill, Thornbury, Near Bristol, BS35 3JB. Fri 1 - 7pm, Sat 10 - 6.30, Sun 10 - 5.
May 7 - READING Association of Larger Scale Railway Modellers Trade Show and Exhibition,
Rivermead Leisure Centre, Reading. RG1 8EQ. Sat 10 - 4.30
May 14 - PORTSMOUTH Victory M/Rail Ex, Ad Lord Nelson Sch, Dundas Lane, PO3 5XT. Sat 10-4.
May 21 BOGNOR REGIS South Downs 7mm NGA Group SWING M/Railway Ex,Felpham Community
College, Felpham Way, Bognor Regis, PO22 8EL. 10 - 4.30. www.swing.model-railway.org.uk.
May 21/22 - MIDDLESBOROUGH Model Rail Exhibition, Settlement Community Centre, Union
Street, Middlesborough, TS1 5NQ. Sat/Sun 10 - 5.
May 28/29 - GLASGOW ‘O’ Gauge Model Railway Ex, Pollokshaws Burgh Hall, Pollokshaws Rd,
Glasgow, G43 1NE. Sat 10 - 4, Sun 11 - 4. *Free Parking -Close to Station -*NOTE Change of Date*
Jun 4 - DONCASTER Gauge ‘O’ Guild Summer Show, The Dome Leisure Centre, Doncaster Lake-
side, Bawtry Rd, Doncaster, S/Yorks, DN4 7PD. Sat 10 - 4.00. **NOTE - New Venue & New Date**
June 4/5 - SHILDON, Model Railway Ex, Locomotion Museum, Shildon DL4 1PQ Sat/Sun 10-5pm.
June 25/26 - PERTH M/Rail Ex, Dewars Ice Rink, Perth, PH2 0TH. Sat 10-5.30, Sun 10-5
July 2/3 - GUILDFORD 49th Model Steam Rally & Exhibition, Guildford Model Engineering Society,
Stoke Park, London Rd, Guildford Surrey, GU1 1TU. Sat 10-6,Sun 10-5.
July 9 - HAILSHAM Scale Model Show, The Civic Community Hall, Vicarage Ln, Hailsham, East
Sussex, BN27 2AX. Sat 10-4. Inc Dolls Houses, M/Boats, M/Rlwys, M/Planes & Scale Plastic Models
Aug 6/7 - SOUTHWOLD Waveney Valley Model Railway Exhibition, Saint Felix School Southwol.
IP18 6SD. Sat 10 - 5pm Sun 10-4.30pm. **Plenty of FREE Parking.**
Aug 13 - BEXHILL Model Railway Exhibition, St. Richards Catholic College, Ashdown Rd,
Bexhill-on-Sea, East Sussex, TN40 1SE. Sat 10 - 5
Aug 13/14 - SKIPTON Model Railway Exhibition, Skipton Academy (Formerly Aireville School)
Gargrave Road, Skipton, BD23 1UQ. Sat 10 - 5, Sun 10 - 4. www.skiptonrailsoc.org.uk
Sept 3/4 - TELFORD GUILDEX 2016, O Gauge Ex & Trade Show, The Telford Ex Centre,
St. Quentin Gate, Telford, TF3 4JH. Sat 10 - 5, Sun 10 - 4. Coming to Telford? - Why not try
Sunday? - the show is less busy - see more of the layouts AND a lot easier to get to our stand!!! :-)
Sept 10/11 - SWINDON Railway Festival STEAM Museum of the Great Western Railway, Fire Fly
Ave, Swindon, SN2 2EY. Sat/Sun 10 - 5 Tel 01793 466646,steammuseum@swindon.gov.uk
Sept 17/18 - AYR Model Railway Exhibition The Citadel Leisure Centre, Ayr. KA7 1JB. *Modern
Venue with easy access & FREE car parking.* Saturday 10 - 5 / Sunday 10 - 4
Sept 24/25 - HALIFAX M/Railway Ex, North Bridge Leisure Centre, Halifax, HX1 1XH. Sat/Sun 10-5.
Oct 1/2 - PORTSMOUTH Fareham & District Model Railway Exhibition, Fareham Leisure Centre,
Park Lane, Fareham, Hampshire, PO16 7JU. Sat 10-5.30, Sun 10.00-16.30. *50th Anniversary*
Oct 8/9 - ALDERSHOT Farnham Model Railway Club Exhibition, Connaught Leisure Centre, Tongham
Rd, Aldershot, Hants. GU12 4AS. Sat 10 - 5, Sun 10 - 4.30
Oct 15/16 - DUNDEE M/Rail & Model Show Sports Centre, Mains Loan, Dundee, Angus DD4 7AA.
Oct 15/16 - UCKFIELD M/Rail Exhibition, Uckfield Civic Centre, Uckield. TN22 1AE. Sat/Sun 10-5.
Oct 29/30 - HAZEL GROVE STOCKPORT Hazel Grove & District M/Rail Society Exhibition, Hazel
Grove Rec. Centre, Jacksons Ln, Hazel Grove, Stockport, Cheshire, SK7 5JX. Sat 10-5, Sun 10-4.
**50th Anniversary - larger show with an extra hall - plenty of FREE parking** - www.hgdmrs.org.uk
Oct 29/30 - LEEDS The Leeds Model Railway Society, Model Railway Exhibition, The Grammar Sch,
Alwoodley Gates, Harrogate Rd, Leeds, LS17 8GS. Sat 10 - 5, Sun 10 - 4.30
Oct 29/30 - ABERDEEN M/Rail Exhibition RGU, Garthdee, Aberdeen, AB10 7GE Sat 10-6/Sun 10-4.
Nov 5 - HIGH WYCOMBE - WYCRAIL 16 Model Railway Exhibition, Cressex Community School,
Cressex Rd, High Wycombe, Bucks HP12 4UD. Sat 10 - 5
Nov 5 - ANGMERING W.Sussex Area Group N Gauge Society Model Railway Exh, Angmering School,
Greenwood Drive, Station Rd, Angmering, BN16 4HH. Sat 10 - 5 *Short Walk Angmering Station*
Nov 12/13 - TELFORD IPMS SCALE MODEL WORLD 2016 The Telford Exhibition Centre, St. Quentin
Gate, Telford, TF3 4JH. Sat 10-6, Sun 10-4.00 Free Entry for IPMS Members.
Nov 12/13 - SPALDING Model Railway Exhibition, Springfields Event Centre, Camelgate, Spalding,
PE12 6ET. Sat 10-5, Sunday 9.30 - 4.30.
Nov 19/20 - WORKINGTON Model Rail Show, University of Cumbria, Energus Building, Blackwood
Rd, Lillyhall Estate, Workington, Cumbria, CA14 4JW. Sat 10 - 5, Sun 10 - 4.
Nov 25/26 - BIRMINGHAM - Warley National M/Rail Exhibition Hall 5, NEC Birmingham B40 1NT.

SQUIRES
MODEL & CRAFT TOOLS

100 London Rd, Bognor Regis, West Sussex P021 1DD
Tel: 01243 842424 Fax: 01243 842525

Email: sales@squirestools.com www.squirestools.com

New Tools Shop Extension Opening Soon.
New Printed Mail Order Catalogue to be published soon - reserve your copy now.

Exhibition Invitations always welcomed.

4Track Models Ltd 130

A C Models 144

Alton Model Centre 144

Anoraks Anonymous 88

Aspire Gifts & Models 146

Bachmann-Europe (W.Britain Ltd) 156

Bristol Model Railway Exhibition 90

Bure Valley Railway 146

C & L Finescale Modelling Ltd 130

Church Street Models 146

Dapol Ltd 155

DCC Concepts Pty Ltd 2/3 & 89

DCC Supplies 130

Digitrains 13

Durham Trains of Stanley 146

Ellis Clark Trains 131

EMA Model Supplies 146

Epsom & Ewell Model Railway Club 130

Express Models 146

Flair Rail 146

Fox Transfers Limited 136

Frizinghall Models & Railways 141

Galactic Models 146

Gas Cupboard Models 147

Gaugemaster Controls Plc 14 /15

Ghost-Signs.com 147

Gilbow Holdings Ltd 73

Golden Valley Hobbies 147

Graphic Air 139

Grimy Times 139

Harburn Hobbies 143

Hatton’s Model Railways 120 - 129

Heathcote Electronics 136

Hereford Model Centre 105

Hornby Hobbies 72

John Dutfield 151

Just Tracks 136

Kernow Model Rail Centre 60 / 61

Langley Models 145

Loco Boxes 147

Locomotion 143

Metcalfe Models & Toys Ltd 24 / 25

Mike Pett 140

Model Railway Baseboards 147
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We’ll be reviewing all the latest models, reporting the latest news, 
showcasing your layouts in Reader Projects, answering your questions in 
the Enquiry Office and taking you behind the scenes at the Hornby Magazine 
workshop to help you get the most out of your modelling projects. PLUS

THE NEXT ISSUE OF

magazine
HORNBY
DON’T MISS IT!

is on sale April 14 2016

NEXT ISSUE

SOUND DECODER GUIDE

DIGITAL SPECIAL!
Digital control opened up endless possibilities for 
this busy main line and motive power depot scene – 
and saved greatly on wiring complexity too.  
Next issue Allan Cromarty reveals how this 
exhibition favourite has been built and developed - 
and reveals its potential for growth.

OULTON TMD

In our digital control special our team will show you how to 
wire your layout for digital, how to build a control panel using 
new products from DCC Concepts, we share our top 50 DCC 
tips and explore the world of digital controllers.

Digital control WE SHOW YOU HOW!

Visual appeal and scene-setting were the 
priorities for Albion Yard. Paul Marshall-Potter 
reveals the story behind this attractive Western 
Region layout. 

ALBION YARD
l Digital sound is increasing in popularity all the time and new products keep on 
coming. Next issue we survey the market to provide a comprehensive guide to 
sound decoders and their potential.






