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Part 2 of David Matheson’s article leads this month’s Australian 
Railway History with his detailed analysis of the changes in locomotive 
technology that occurred between 1955 and 1974. This story covers 
the Tasmanian Government Railways, South Australian Railways, 
Commonwealth Railways and the Department of Railways in New 
South Wales, backed by a range of photographs from our archives 
here at ARHSnsw. 

It was a period in which steam locomotives were being pushed aside 
by diesel and electric locomotives that offered increasing power and 
efficiency in hauling the nation’s freight and passenger trains. At 
the same time, the barriers to train travel across state borders—and 
in some instances within states—by break-of-gauge locations were 
gradually being overcome. Trains could travel from Brisbane to 
Melbourne by standard gauge from 1962 and from Sydney to Perth 
by February 1970, while Paul Keating’s One Nation initiative saw 
the standard gauge line between Melbourne, Adelaide and Port Pirie 
formally opened on 27 July 1995.

October marks the centenary of the opening of the standard gauge 
Trans-Australian line between Port Augusta and Kalgoorlie and a 
range of commemorative events are scheduled for this month. Our 
contribution is an article by John Beckhaus and Ross Willson that 
covers construction of the line, the locomotives and rolling stock 
procured for the line and Trans-Australian train services between 
1912 and 1920. It is illustrated with a selection of images from the 
ARHSnsw Railway Resource Centre archives relating to the period 
with a carriage photo by John Beckhaus and others of carriages and 
freight rolling stock from the Chris Drymalik collection.
Greg Morris has contributed a short but interesting Explorer 
Page article on his memories of working at the New South Wales 
Government Railways Administrative Building at 509 Pitt Street, 
Sydney in the 1970s. He describes the various administrative groups 
within the building and the specialist carriages that served rural 
locations with the services provided by particular units.

Cover Image: Commonwealth Railways 2240 
kW diesel locomotive CLP13 and a sister unit 
departing Port Augusta with a westbound 
freight train in the 1980s. A Woodland photo,  
ARHSnsw Railway Resource Centre, 049557 





















in service. Before the end of the steam 
era the 422 and 442 mainline classes 
and the 47 Class branchline units 
were added to the fleet, as well as the 
73 Class diesel-hydraulic shunting 
locomotives.

Most of the last steam engines in 
regular service in New South Wales 
were Standard Goods engines allocated 
to Port Waratah depot. The work of 
these engines in the early 1970s mainly 
involved hauling trains on the coal 
roads between Port Waratah and East 
Greta. The final steam operations on 
coal road workings occurred on Friday, 
22 December 1972 when 5069 worked 
No. 1055 empty coal from Port Waratah 
to East Greta, then returned with No. 
1056 coal train to Port Waratah.67

It had been expected that the last 
steam-hauled coal road workings 
would also be the final steam ser-
vices in New South Wales, but the 
last runs were still to come. The 
last regular steam-hauled trains in 
Government service in New South 
Wales operated on 23 February 1973 
when Beyer-Garratt locomotive 6042 
worked two trips from the Newstan 
Colliery at Fassifern to Wangi Power 
station.68 At the end of the final trip, 
6042 ran light engine from Awaba to 
Broadmeadow, arriving in the depot 
at 5.15pm, where it posed for photog-
raphers. On 2 March a ceremony was 
held at Broadmeadow station to mark 
the end of steam in New South Wales. 
The Minister for Transport, Mr Milton 
Morris, made a speech before driving 
6042 through a banner that read, ‘End 
of Steam Era NSW 2nd March 1973’.69

Despite the official end of steam 
working, a few vestiges of steam con-
tinued. In New South Wales, a total 
of 25 steam crane locomotives were 
used at various workshops and yards, 
and they were eventually withdrawn 
and scrapped along with other steam 
engines.70 Nevertheless, a small 
number of steam crane locomotives 
continued to be used after March 
1973, despite not being counted in 
official statistics. 1067, 1082 and 1083 
saw occasional service at Eveleigh 
Workshops throughout the 1970s, 
with 1067 and 1082 still in use until at 
least 1983, a decade after the end of the 
steam era was declared. 

These last three survivors of steam 
on Australian Government railways 
have been preserved: number 1067 was 
acquired by the Dorrigo Steam Railway 
and Museum; 1082 is now at the 

Powerhouse Museum Discovery Centre, 
Castle Hill; and 1083 is displayed at the 
Australian Technology Park at Eveleigh, 
where it last saw service.
To be continued
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0-4-0T steam crane locomotive No. 1067 shunting at Clyde wagon workshops on                
1 January 1972. A Grunbach photo, ARHSnsw Railway Resource centre, 206645



















most common type of sleeping car in 
Australia. Meadowbank also built two 
clerestory-roofed seven compartment 
four-berth Mann style end platform 
sleeping car bodies for second class 
passengers. These were coded BRP and 
numbered 18 and 19.

Port Augusta Workshops carried out 
the rebuilding work on the seven ABP 
cars to provide further second class 
sleeping cars. Four cars, 1, 2, 4 and 5 
retained the open saloon for sitting 
passengers and were recoded BRPF 
with five four berth compartments 
while Nos. 6 and 7 were rebuilt as seven 
four berth compartment BRP sleeping 
cars. Number 3 retained its original 
layout as a sitting car, but was altered 
to all second class and was recoded 
BPF. It was rebuilt to an additional BRP 
second class sleeping car during 1922.

Pengelly & Company at Edwardstown 

in Adelaide supplied four clerestory 
roofed dining car bodies. They were 
coded D and numbered 20–23. These 
cars had a kitchen at one end and sat 
30 diners in the dining saloon at tables 
for four diners on one side and for two 
on the other. The ten ARP, the two BRP 
and the four D bodies were mounted 
on the sixteen 19.86 metre under-
frames originally only intended for the 
construction trains.

Port Augusta Workshops also sup-
plied four clerestory-roofed lounge 
car bodies. These were mounted on 
15.60 metre lengthened underframes 
which had been intended for RA flat 
wagons. Three vehicles entered service 
as lounge cars coded AF and numbered 
24–26 but the fourth, No. 27, was fitted 
out as a special service car for VIP use. 
Being short these four cars had no side 
entrance doors and required access 

from adjacent cars. These passenger 
cars were mostly ready for service 
when the through line was opened. AF 
27 was included on the inaugural train 
on 22 October 1917.

An interesting feature of the lounge 
cars was the lack of a bar. This is said 
to have occurred as King O’Malley, 
the Minister for Home Affairs in the 
Andrew Fisher Labor Government, 
was a teetotaller. It was not until 
the late 1960s that Commonwealth 
Railways served alcahol and lounge 
cars included a bar. The Commonwealth 
Railways Act 1954 inserted a new provi-
sion (section 33A) which empowered 
the Commissioner to sell ‘refresh-
ments’ which was defined to include 
alcoholic liquor.  Section 6 of the 
Seat of Government (Administration) 
Ordinance 1910 provided that: “No 
license to sell intoxicating liquor in the 
Territory shall be granted”.  That provi-
sion did not prohibit people bringing 
liquor into what is now the Australian 
Capital Territory.

Five of the YS bogie guards vans 
(Nos., 21, 22, 23, 24 and 17), subse-
quently had the passenger area rebuilt 
to provide crew sleeping accommoda-
tion. When altered, they were recoded 
HR and renumbered into the passenger 
car roster as 28–32.

During 1918, the Port Augusta 
Workshops built four semi-elliptical 
roofed mail van bodies which were also 
mounted on underframes intended for 
RA flat wagons. They had a large mail 
compartment with two double swing-
doors and a smaller luggage compart-
ment with sliding doors. There was also 
a coffin compartment at the van end.

Given the length of the journey, it 
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An interior view of a D Class dining car in the condition that it entered service. The two 
and one across seating provided for only 30 passengers and was insufficient so in 1920 
the dining saloon was changed to two and two across providing for 40 diners.
ARHSnsw Railway Resource Centre, 446623
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The Silver StarRails around the Spencer Gulf
The 1997 National Rail Summit

QPSR returns M Series ‘Lander cars to service 

In this month’s Railway Digest
Rails around the Spencer Gulf
During mid-August, Chris Walters spent a few days 
touring the eastern and western shores of South 
Australia’s Spencer Gulf, and brought back some 
fascinating snapshots of the region’s ‘rail hot spots’, 
including Port Pirie, Port Augusta, Whyalla and the 
Eyre Peninsula.

The Silver Star
In Port Hedland, next to the Tourist Information 
office, is a stainless steel observation car, partly 
obscured by trees, which serves as a popular cafe. 
Peter Clark tells the intriguing story of how an 

observation car built in 1939 for an iconic American 
diesel train found its way to the Pilbara.

Cairns to Forsayth and return on the Mixed
There were many rumours in the early 1990s 
that ‘The Mixed’  would shortly cease to make its 
weekly run from Cairns to Forsayth and return. 
So, on the evening of Wednesday 16 June 1993, 
Graham Crichton and his wife arrived at Cairns 
Station with enough food, water, sleeping bags 
and blankets for the next three days.
 
Plus all our regular features

Hergott Springs (Marree). This mixed 
train once a fortnight extended to 
Oodnadatta. On the North Australia 
Railway a weekly service was provided.
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Tarcoola was the first daylight stop for passengers travelling west on the Trans-Australian 
Railway. Here passengers and Aboriginal bystanders mix on the platform circa 1920. 
William Rege Mann photo, ARHSnsw Railway Resource Centre, 446562



The photograph on page 16 of the July 2016 issue of Australian 
Railway History depicts another unsung railway enterprise, 
the 509 Pitt Street Building, now the Wake Up Hotel. The 
building was erected for Marcus Clarke & Company in 1908 
and was used by the NSW Railways Department from 1948.

Like many others, I began my railway service in this build-
ing in 1971 and worked there until 1976. I have many fine 
memories of the activities carried out there and ARH readers 
may be interested in my recollections of this period.

Railway Administration Units
The Seventh Floor housed the NSWGR Medical Section. 
Dr Frank Perrotet (pronounced Perro-tay), was the Chief 
Medical Officer (and later Director of Medical Services), 
supported by four other doctors with various specialities, 
such as a chiropractice. Dr Perrotet also supervised a doctor 
at each of the railway workshops such as Eveleigh, Chullora 
and Cardiff.  His Chief Clerk was Bill Hokin, a fine gentle-
man, while his secretary, Bonnie Lyons, kept an excellent 
‘ship’ running. The typing pool on the westside of the build-
ing was supervised by Albert Gibbs and Bill Knight. 

In the north-west corner, the Records Section was under Ray 
Entwhistle, who was followed by Paul McElhinney. Periodic 
medical exams for existing employees were held there.

The sixth floor was supervised by second-in-charge Bill 
Gilbert, who later succeeded Bill Hokin as Chief Clerk. Two 
doctors based here carried out the pre-employment medical 
examinations for new staff on this floor. There was an eye-
sight testing unit on this floor headed by Jim Groves, while 
Ian Nicholson was the travelling eyesight examiner. Other 
sections here were X-ray, headed by Bill Quill, a radiographer  
and a urine-analysis scientist, whose name I cannot recall. 
Alex Lysenko was the darkroom attendant. Various clerks and 
juniors carried out filing and recording tasks.

The Employment and Compensation Sections were on 
the fifth floor. Initially in my time, Bernie Hollier was 
the Employment Personnel Officer, with Norm Rooke his 
second-in-charge. Bernie was succeeded by George Easton. 
Norm Rooke also served on the Board of Examiners, to 
which budding salaried officers had to present practical field 
demonstrations of their driving, supervising and instruction 
capabilities. Some ten clerks worked there, together with five 
typists, processing job applications and interview documents. 

Another member of the Board of Examiners was respon-
sible for the intake of apprentices each year for placement 
with the various branch units. Around 1975, the Bus 
Division was also installed on this floor.

Several smaller sections, including Rehabilitation, First 
Aid, Safety and Ambulance occupied the fourth floor. 
The Rehabiliation Section comprised Kevin Marsh, Jack 
MacDonnell, two clerks, a typist and a junior. They dealt 
with Departmental staff from all over the state. Bert Fuller 
ran the Ambulance Section, while the Railway Appeals 
Board was also based on this floor.

My memory of the third floor is now hazy, but I think 
the First Aid Section and another unit were based here. 
The Railway Investigation Unit (VEST) occupied the entire 
second floor. It had been initiated in the 1930s to counter 
theft from trains and railway property. Arthur Whitaker was

Explorer Page
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REMEMBERING THE NSW RAILWAY        
ADMINISTRATION AT 509 PITT STREET

Greg Morris

The former Railway Administration building at 509 Pitt Street as 
at 14 October 2010.  John Beckhaus photo



the Superintendent throughout my time there. His detec-
tives and patrolmen were fully qualified at the NSW Police 
Academy and had the same powers of arrest and prosecu-
tion as members of the NSW Police Force. 

The Claims Superintendent and his staff occupied the 
first floor, while the State Lottery Office was the tenant of 
the ground floor. The Railway Department’s Lost Property 
Office and Auctions Section were in the basement. Those 
wonderful Seth Thomas regulator clocks were sometimes 
auctioned in the basement, while there was no shortage 
of ‘brollies’ on offer! Joe Tell, the lift driver, should not be 
overlooked.

Tentacles across the state
The sections described above may not seem to have a lot 
of relevance, but several had their own carriages to extend 
their function across the state. From time to time, the 
Medical Officers’ Carriage, AG1007 (replaced by AG1856 
in 1969), and the Employment Car, DEC26, went on trips 
to the farthest parts of the state. A doctor and a nurse went 
with the Medical Car and senior clerks travelled on the 
Employment Car. I hoped to get a billet on these jobs, but it 
was never offered!

The Eyesight Car spent much of its time out and about 
at country depots and other locations. Subsequently, Ian 
Nicholson was allocated a mini-bus enabling him to stay 
at hotels. The eyesight chart in the carriage (and later the 
bus) was written backwards and viewed through a mirror to 
get the correct sighting range. These tests were demanding 
on the participants. At 509 Pitt Street, they had polished 
Masonite tables and you had to read a very faint print 
Ishihara number book ‘confetti box’ to pass for any job. 
Light from the window used to bounce off the table top 
into your eyes! It was all very tough. Professor Ishihara was a 
doctor with the Japanese Navy who developed these books 
for fighter pilots. It was no pass, no fly!

Periodic medical examinations were carried out for 
long-established staff at around two-year intervals, and 
more frequently if ill-health had been identified. Drivers 
suffering from Hypertension could only continue to drive 
ifostered on with a full-time basis with an acting-driver as 
crew-me. They could only wear glasses if 6/6 vision could 
be obtained in each and both eyes. Those who could not 
were taken ‘off-the-road’ and rostered as shunting drivers. 

All oe-scenes people helped to keep the railway service and 
the public as safe and dependable as possible.

The Railway Investigation Unit
The issues reported in the media during the 1970s were limited 
were limited in comparison with the scale of corruption inves-
tigations that are reported in the media today. The Department 
of Railways sought to limit theft and corruption by ensuring 
that everything in the cash box went to the Comptroller of 
Accounts and Audit, who oversaw the financial security of the 
whole process. If anything went astray, VEST officers came 
barging through the door.

  VEST officers were assigned to ride the Penrith to Katoomba 
after-school train in 1968. This was due to the damage that had 
been done to the train each school term, necessitating the car 
set going to Carriage Works at Eveleigh for repairs, so another 
car set was required. Students were pulling the stop-cord in 
Glenbrook tunnel, which exposed the crew to significant risk 
inspecting the train in the unlit tunnel. The VEST blitz lasted 
several weeks.

Conclusion
As outlined above, there is much information to be gained 
from the buildings depicted in the photograph on page 16 
of the July 2016 issue of Australian Railway History. Today, 
the former Parcels Post Office adjacent to Central Station 
is a also hotel, as is the Camberg’s Carpets building on the 
extreme left of the image.
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RIGHT: View of Central Square in the 1940s with the 
Marcus Clarke department store on the left, 509 Pitt 
Street centre and the clock tower of Sydney Terminal 
Station on the right. Courtesy Colin Gilbertson



Byways of Steam 31 is an impressive addition to this Eveleigh 
Press stable of popular books on New South Wales railway 
topics. Following a short introduction, Mark Langdon 
provides a fascinating and well-illustrated account of the 
railways and industries of the 
Lithgow Valley. 

 The pioneer enterprises of 
Thomas Brown are well covered, 
but it was the opening of the 
Great Western Railway from the 
Clarence Tunnel to Bowenfels 
on 18 October 1869 that enabled 
the four pioneer coal mines in 
the Lithgow Valley to transport 
their product east to Sydney and 
beyond.  Mark covers the copper 
smelters established in the valley 
and the blast furnace of the 
Eskbank Ironworks, which com-
menced operation in November 
1875, while I found his coverage of 
the experimental freezing works 
opened by Thomas Mort in late 
1874 of particular interest. This is 
accompanied by two photographs 
of Mort’s Lithgow Valley freezing 
works and one of the special vans 
Mort used to transport his frozen 
meat to Darling Harbour sourced 
from the State Library of NSW 
collection, which as far as I am aware, have not previously 
been published.

A six-page fold-out features an excellent map of the 
historical railway sidings in the Lithgow Valley, a 1130mm 
wide panoramic photo of the Lithgow Valley in 1911 and a 
700mm wide panoramic image of the valley in June 1928.

 The establishent of Lithgow township and the emergence 
of Australia’s pioneer integrated iron and steel works  in 
1870 are covered in some detail and there is a brief coverage 
of the Lithgow Small Arms Factory.  These are well illus-
trated with similar photographs to those used in the LRRSA 
book Furnace, Fire & Forge published in 2006. I was particu-
larly impressed with the presentation of the Baldwin-built 
131 Class 2-8-0 locomotive with its crew from the Lithgow 
Library Learning Centre on pages 28-29.

Ray Love’s essay covers the ‘modern’ steam locomotive 

depot No. 23 opened at Corneytown on the eastern out-
skirts of Lithgow in June 1924. Given the introduction of 57 
Class 4-8-2 locomotives, the 75ft turntable initially installed 
was inadequate, so a 90ft turntable replaced it on 21 October 

1929. This in turn was replaced 
by a shortened 105ft turntable in 
March 1961. 

Surprisingly, the 1924 locomo-
tive depot did not receive coaling 
facilities, so locomotives had 
to be coaled at the old Eskbank 
facility built over three tracks, 
one of which was the engine 
coaling road. Although a 300-
ton mechanised Holmen coaling 
plant was proposed for Lithgow in 
December 1925, it did not even-
tuate and, while the labour-in-
tensive Eskbank facility received a 
100 ton coaling bin in December 
1933, locomotives based at 
Lithgow continued to be coaled 
at the labour-intensive Eskbank 
facility until late 1967.

Ray provides detailed informa-
tion on the locomotives based at 
the Lithgow depot in his profusely 
illustrated essay and also covers 
the lines on which Lithgow 
engines operated. 

Of particular interest are the profiles on two Lithgow 
enginemen, Hilton Raymond Luck, who was based at 
Lithgow from August 1924 until May 1952; and his son, 
Raymond Alexander Luck, who joined the NSW Railways 
at Lithgow in August 1935. Apart from four months at 
Broken Hill, he remained at Lithgow until transferred to 
Broadmeadow as a ‘Steam Driver Special Class’ in January 
1966.

Most images are in greyscale, but there are three dou-
ble-page colour photo spreads towards the end of Ray’s 
essay. The photographs cover a wide range of railway scenes 
at Lithgow and the lines operated by Lithgow-based loco-
motives that capture the character of the area and era.

At $50 from the ARHSnsw Bookshop, Byways of Steam 31 is 
highly recommended.

Bob McKillop

Book Review
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BYWAYS OF STEAM 31
This new edition of Byways of Steam focuses on the railways and industries of the Lithgow Valley and it is the 
grandest to date. It comprises two essays, Mark Langdon’s ‘The Railways and Industries of the Lithgow Valley’ and 
Ray Love’s story on the ‘Lithgow Locomotive Depot of 1924’. Published by Eveleigh Press, PO Box 345 Matraville 
NSW 2036 in 2017. Card cover, 248 x 185mm, 233 b&w photos, 18 colour photos, one map and five diagrams. RRP 
$50.00 (plus p&p if required) from ARHSnsw Bookshop, 67 Renwick Street, Redfern NSW 2016.



Reader’s Request� ARH 959, September 2017

I was intrigued by Don Hagarty’s 
request.

The subject of his enquiry was in 
fact Major H C Antill, aide de camp to 
Governor Lachlan Macquarie, who 
was granted land at Stonequarry by 
Governor Brisbane in 1822. The Antill 
Park Country Club now occupies part 
of that grant, with the homestead, 
constructed by his son, as the club-
house. He was the patriarch of the 
Antill family of soldiers and pasto-
ralists (having pioneered the raising 
of Ayrshire cattle in NSW) and of the 
Pockley family of ophthalmic surgeons 
and scientists. He was a colleague of 
John Macarthur on the magistrate’s 
bench and died at Picton in 1852.

While I have no direct source for W 
A Bayley’s assertion, there may be a 
clue in the Sydney Morning Herald of 
30 January 1857 at page 2 [found on 
Trove], which refers to a Parliamentary 
paper on the Appin to Mittagong 
railway, and quotes extensively from 
correspondence between Sir Thomas 
Mitchell and William Shone, dating 
from 1847. I am wondering whether 
Antill’s comments may be in contem-
poraneous correspondence which is 
included in the Parliamentary report. 
As police magistrate in the district at 
the time of Shone’s survey, he would 
have been well aware of that exercise. 
I cannot find any reference in the 
digitised newspapers of the period to 

Antill’s comments. A search of Trove 
with the keywords “railway Appin 
Mittagong” comes up with several 
other contemporary reports, including 
one which refers to influences seek-
ing the deviation of the line south of 
Campbelltown, but no direct reference.

I know from my time as archives 
officer many years ago that the 
ARHS collection held many of these 
Parliamentary enquiries, so there 
may be some clues therein. The State 
Library holds the Antill family papers, 
but the catalogue record does not sug-
gest anything relevant.

Graham Smith, Kurri Kurri 2327

My apologies to readers for the spelling errors in the box 
at the bottom of page 25 in the September Australian 
Railway History magazine. 

 This occurred after the magazine had been uploaded 
to the printer, as I discovered that there was a signifi-

cant void at the bottom of this page. To fill this space, 
I decided to include an update on some forthcoming 
articles for ARH, but evidently I overlooked correcting 
several spelling errors.

Editor
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G Class 4-6-0 locomotive G1 on display in the Commonwealth Railways pavilion at the National Railway Museum at Port Adelaide on  
2 January 2010. This pioneer locomotive is the sole survivor from the steam era on the Trans-Australian Railway. Bob McKillop photo


