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ON THE COVER
A Russian-made locomotive is unloaded
from a vessel at the Port of Houston
Authority’s Turning Basin Terminal. The
engine was one of 11 discharged at the ter-
minal, which is noted for its ability to han-
dle unusual as well as routine shipments.



Flexibility Is the Goal

leven brightly paint-
ed locomotives ar-
rived at the Port of
Houston recently,

807,000 tons of cargo representing
a vast assortment of commodities
crossed the terminal wharves.
Although commonly known as a

Turning Basin Terminal in recent
months. The requirements for the
job were very specific -- well
maintained railroad tracks, a

Crated materials arrive by rail to be loaded aboard a vessel at the Turning
Basin. Rail access and proximity to interstate highways make it easy to move
cargo in and out of the terminal.

but they didn’t get there by rail.
The Russian-made engines were ac-
quired by a Kansas grain company
and transported to Houston by ship.

The locomotives originally were
to be discharged at another U.S.
Gulf port, but they were diverted
to Houston when it was deter-
mined the other port’s facilities
weren’t suited for the job. The
discharge required specialized
equipment, a sturdy and spacious
wharf, railroad trackage in good
condition and, most important, a
little ingenuity. All of these could
be found at the Port of Houston
Authority’s Turning Basin Terminal.

"The discharge of the loco-
motives is a prime example of
what can be done at the Turning
Basin Terminal," says Walt Klec-
zkowski, manager of the Turning
Basin Terminal. "It was a success
because we could provide the
cargo interests with well-main-
tained facilities, we were flexible
in working with the stevedore and
the steamship agent, and the
heavy-lift cranes were available to
make it all work."
General Cargo Facility

Located eight miles from down-
town Houston, the Turning Basin
Terminal is a general cargo facility
that includes 37 public wharves. The
terminal’s versatility stems from its
layout: Each wharf offers between
423 feet and 806 feet of quay. The
terminal has more than 2.2 million
square feet of covered storage and
3.3 million square feet of open
storage.

Some 2,000 ships and barges call
at the terminal each year. During
the first three months of 1993.

general cargo facility, the terminal
handled a quarter of all the con-
tainers that moved through the
port’s public facilities last year.

"I think that one of the most
positive things about the Turning
Basin Terminal is that it’s a
multipurpose facility," says Rob
Andrews, Midwest sales manager
for the Port of Houston Authority.
"This terminal can handle
anything from bagged goods to
containers to automobiles to crates
of household goods and large
pieces of machinery."
Russian Locomotives

The Russian locomotives are
among the more unusual cargoes
that have moved through the

powerful crane, a sturdy wharf on
which the locomotives could be
assembled over several days and
lots of open space.

Big John, a floating derrick
crane owned and operated by Joe
D. Hughes Inc., provided the mus-
cle for the job. With a lift capabili-
ty of 500 tons, the crane handles
many of Houston’s biggest jobs.
Big John lifted each locomotive
from the ship onto trailers that
transported the units to the back
of the wharf. Each locomotive had
two sets of four wheels that had
been removed to reduce the
weight of the unit and ensure safe-
ty during lifting.

"Special jacks were brought



from Russia to lower the locomo-
tives onto the wheels. The toler-
ance for the job was 3/16 inch-
that’s how close you had to come
to lowering the locomotive exactly
in place," recalls Angus Hanes,
assistant manager of the Turning
Basin Terminal. "A crane had to
pick each unit up and set it on the
jacks. Then the wheels were posi-
tioned on the tracks beneath the
locomotive, and the jacks lowered
the locomotive precisely into posi-
tion."
Cooperation Counts

Each jack required a special elec-
trical hookup that was incompati-
ble with the available connections
on the wharf. That problem was
resolved when Stewart & Steven-
son provided a suitable electrical
generator the following morning.
Ryan-Walsh Inc. was the stevedore
for the shipment.

"I think the handling of the
locomotives was a real credit to
the stevedore and the longshoremen.
Everyone involved cooperated to
make it work, and it worked very
well," says Kleczkowski.
Plenty of Space

Wharf 32 and the adjacent mar-
shaling area were designed for this
complex kind of movement. The
wharf features 806 linear feet of
quay and 18.5 acres of paved
backup marshaling area. The
spacious marshaling area provides
a place where shippers can accumu-
late components of a large shipment
and where cargo can be rehandled,
assembled or Crated for export.

"The bodies of the locomotives
weighed in the neighborhood of
95 tons each. They assembled all 11
locomotives on Wharf 32 in a little
over a week," says Kleczkowski.
Other Unusual Cargo

Another big job handled at the
Turning Basin Terminal was a
huge boiler that weighed 254,700
pounds. The boiler was manufac-
tured in Dallas by Holman Boiler
Works and measured 50 feet long,
20 feet tall and 13 feet in alia-

(Continued on Page 17)

Big John, a floating derrick crane, lifts one of 11 Russian-made locomotives
from a vessel at Wharf 32 in the Turning Basin. This discharge demonstrated
the versatility of the terminal.

Palletized goods are among the many types of cargo handled at
the Turning Basin Terminal. Bagged goods, steel and automobiles
are also loaded and discharged at this facility.
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Barbours Cut Gears Up
For Berth 5 Opening

Berth 5 at the Port of Houston
Authority’s Fentress Bracewell
Barbours Cut Container Terminal is
expected to open around mid-year,
once erection of the wharf cranes
is complete. A number of capital
improvement projects are in the
works to accommodate the ex-
pected increase in traffic at the
terminal.

The Port Authority recently
sought bids for construction of a
temporary truck entry complex at
Berth 5. The complex is needed to
accommodate increasing traffic at
the terminal.

The entry complex will include
four entry lanes -- three of which
will have mounted truck scales,
two exit lanes, a prefabricated of-
fice, an inspection platform, as
well as the necessary utilities.
Construction of the complex is ex-
pected to cost approximately
$500,000.

RLF Construction Inc. recently
finished construction of the
amenities building at Berth 5 at a
cost of $258,000.

Port commissioners recently
awarded a contract to Bardella
S.A. Industrias Mechanicas to
design and erect eight container
yard cranes for the terminal. The
cranes will cost approximately
$9.6 million.

Bardella S.A. is based in Sao ̄
Paolo, Brazil. PHA representatives ̄
inspected Bardella fabrication ¯
facilities and Bardella yard cranes
at the Port of Santos.

The installation of another four ,
container yard cranes at the ter-
minal was recently completed at a ¯
cost of $4.5 million. ¯

Maintaining existing facilities
also is a priority at Barbours Cut
Terminal. The Port Authority

planned to seek bids for the clean-
ing and painting of six of the ter-
minal’s Paceco gantry cranes. The
work will cost approximately
$200,000.

Also, R.B. Everett and Co. has
received a contract to provide an
industrial sweeper for the terminal
at a cost of approximately
$82,000.

Tariff 18 Published
For Public Elevator 2

The Port Authority has published
a tariff for its newest facility,
Houston Public Elevator 2. Tariff
18 delineates the rates and rules
for the elevator, located at the
former Woodhouse Terminal.

The Port Authority is required to
file the tariff with the Federal
Maritime Commission and distri-
bute copies to the users of the
facility.

To obtain a copy of Tariff 18,
telephone the Port Authority’s
customer service line at (713)
670-2569 or (800) 688-DOCK.

PHA Seeks Bids
For Large Tractor

The Port Authority planned to
seek bids for the purchase of a
diesel farm-type tractor with a
rotary cutter attachment. The trac-
tor will cost approximately $27,000.

PHA’s central maintenance o
department currently has two in-
dustrial tractors that are used to
maintain 170 acres of vacant land,
dredge material disposal area ¯
levees, roadways and other sites. ¯
Maintenance staff have deter-
mined that a larger farm-type trac- ¯
tor is needed to maintain the sites
properly. °

New Projects Begun
At Turning Basin

Several new capital improve-
ment and maintenance projects
have begun at the Port of Houston
Authority’s Turning Basin Terminal.

The Port Authority began ac-
cepting bids for pavement repairs
at the U.S. Customs Service cen-
tral examination station (CES) 
the terminal. The Customs Service
and its cargo-handling contractor,
Port Houston Terminals CES Inc.,
operate the CES for all terminal
users. The pavement work will
cost approximately $100,000.

The Port Authority also sought
bids for a 20-by-40 foot prefabri-
cated office building to be placed
inside the warehouse at the CES
site. The building will cost approx-
imately $45,000.

Port commissioners have ap-
proved plans to repair drilled
shafts at Wharves 18 and 19 at
the Turning Basin Terminal. Con-
crete restoration or grout patching
is needed on 29 of the 712 shafts
that support the wharves. The
work is expected to cost approx-
imately $150,000.

Bids were being accepted for
the installation of a new dolphin
downstream of Manchester Wharf
3. The dolphin will cost approx-
imately $50,000. The dolphin is
needed to accommodate the in-
creasing size and number of
vessels using the wharf.

Bay Construction Inc. recently
completed deck repairs at
Wharves 15 and 16 at a cost of
$8,900.



State of the Port
By Ned Holmes

Chairman
Port of Houston Commission

Editor’s note: Most companies
understand the importance of
keeping stockholders aware of
company developments. Similarly,
one of the Port of Houston
Authority’s most important tasks
is keeping its "stockholders"-- in
this case, members of the local
community -- informed about
Houston’s port. Port Commission
Chairman Ned Holmes has spoken
recently to a number of local
groups regarding the "state of the
port." The following are his
comments.

A t the Port of
Houston Authori-
ty, our goals are
numerous but can

be categorized into two primary
areas: first, generating revenues for
the area and the port, and, second,
keeping Houston’s port competitive
in the nation and the world.

The Port Authority operates the
public facilities at the port and is
the official sponsor of the Houston
Ship Channel. These are important
roles: The facilities that line the
ship channel contribute nearly $4
billion annually to the economy.
Port activity directly affects 29,000
local jobs and indirectly affects
110,000 jobs throughout the state
of Texas.
Positive Economic News

Our economic news is good
news. We are proud of the fact
that the port has operated in the
black for nearly all of its 79 years
in existence. We only felt a few
bumps during the turbulent ’80s.
1991 was an unusually good year

here at the port, but the operative
word here is "unusual." Operation
Desert Storm pumped nearly $2.5
million into the Port Authority’s

Investment Is Important
To maintain Houston’s place as

the world’s eighth-largest port, we
must continue to invest in our

general operating revenue. If we
take Operation Desert Storm out
of the equation, we learn that
1992 was our best year in net
revenues since 1984. We collected
about $60 million in general
operating revenue in 1992.
General obligation bond taxes ac-
counted for approximately $14
million in additional revenue.

This is a time in our history
when being a world trade center
carries more significance than ever
before, and we have worked very
hard to achieve that position.
Diversity has helped Houston’s
port stay competitive. The Port of
Houston can handle all types of
cargo and attracts business from
all over the globe. In 1991, Hous-
ton led the nation in foreign
trade, handling more than 67 mil-
lion tons of foreign waterborne
cargo.

port and respond to market de-
mand. For example, we must be
prepared to meet the needs of
containerized cargo shippers. The
container industry has grown
rapidly over the past 10 years and
is expected to continue growing.
To stay in step with that growth,
we have undertaken major expan-
sion at Fentress Bracewell Bar-
bours Cut Container Terminal, our
dedicated container-handling facili-
ty. We have built a fifth berth at
Barbours Cut, expanded the ter-
minal’s fleet of yard and wharf
cranes and paved additional
acreage to accommodate wheeled
and refrigerated containers.
Service Improvements

Complementing the physical ex-
pansion of Barbours Cut Terminal
are a number of service im-
provements. Last October, the
regular work day at the terminal
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was extended to expedite truck
traffic. Also in 1992, steamship
lines and agents began using the
Port Authority’s electronic data in-
terchange system, which allows
carriers to exchange valuable ship-
ment information with the Port
Authority via computer.

Already, we are seeing new
business come to Barbours Cut
Terminal. In April, Orient Overseas
Container Line (OOCL) began of-
fering a new transatlantic service
from Barbours Cut Terminal in
cooperation with four other car-
riers: Sea-Land Service Inc., P&O
Container Ltd., Nedlloyd Lines and
Maersk Line. In the same month,
Transportacion Maritima Mexicana
(TMM), Tecomar, Hapag-Lloyd and
Atlantic Container Line launched a
joint service that calls at the ter-
minal. Services such as these trans-
late into additional revenues and
tonnage for the port, added busi-
ness for the many support indus-

tries that serve the port and more
hours on the docks for longshore-
men.
Other Accomplishments

Many of you may have heard
that we recently acquired the
former Woodhouse Terminal, one
of the most coveted facilities along
the Houston Ship Channel. The
terminal sits on 100 acres on the
channel’s north side and includes
general cargo docks, easy access
ramps, about 350,000 square feet
of warehouse space and a modern
grain elevator that was built to
move grain fast.

At our Bulk Materials Handling
Plant, we are building a new
wastewater treatment facility. At
the Turning Basin Terminal, we
have rehabilitated railroad tracks
and are updating Wharf 16 so it
can accommodate heavier loads.
At Jacintoport Terminal, we length-
ened the wharf by 330 feet. We

(Continued on Page 11)

Ned Holmes (left), chairman of the Port of Houston Commission, speaks with community representatives
about current developments at the Port of Houston.



It Takes Dedication.

In our business, quality is a
direct result of dedication. In every
sense of the word.

It starts with a dedicated spirit,
one you can witness firsthand every
time you watch our people working
together with a dedicated team effort.
But at Ryan-Walsh, that spirit runs much deeper.
It’s a company-wide commitment to succeed in the
face of the weather, tight turnaround schedules,
the specialized demands of loading and unloading,
and all the other challenges presented in the
logistics chain.

You can see other hard evidence
of our dedication at each of our

locations -in the highly specialized
equipment utilized for specific
purposes such as moving, handling
and tracking cargo.

But probably the most important
form of dedication may be one that’s shaping
tomorrow. It’s our dedication to continuous
improvement, to finding better, faster ways of
providing our quality customers with top
quality service.

®

Ryan-Walsh
Ryan-Walsh, Inc.
In Houston, contact:
11811 East Freeway, Suite 555, 77029
713/450-1610 ̄  FAX: 713/455-2875
Serves Freeport and Brownsville, Texas

Stevedoring ° Cargo Handling ° Terminal Operations ¯ Packaging ¯ Distribution ̄ Logistics Management
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The Port of Houston Magazine publishes
the Meeting Calendar as a service for
local transportation-related organi-
zations. Listings are provided by the in-
dividual organizations and may be sub-
mitted or updated by calling 670-2594
or writing to P.O. Box 2562, Houston,
Texas 77252-2562.

American Merchant Marine Veterans:
Meets the second Tuesday of each
month, 11 a.m. at the Houston Interna-
tional Seafarers Center. For information,
call Jim Titus, 337-3131.

Council of American Master Mariners
inc., Port of Houston Chapter: Meets
third Thursday of each month at 11:30
a.m. at Brady’s Landing. For information,
call John Eliason, 681-2727.

Houston Customhouse Brokers &
Freight Forwarders Association: Meets
the third Wednesday of alternating
months starting with January. For infor-
mation, call 678-4300.

Houston Transportation Professionals
Association: Meets the second Thursday
of each month, 11:30 a.m. at the Holi-
day Inn Crowne Plaza. For information,
call Jeanne Hooke, 241-3555.

Independent Liquid Terminals
Association (ILTA): Will hold its 13th
Aboveground Storage Tank & Bulk Li-
quid Terminal International Operating
Conference in Houston on June 21 and
22. For information, call ILTA at (202)
659-2301.

International Maintenance Institute-
Sam Houston Chapter: Meets the third
Tuesday of each month, 6 p.m. at the
Concord Hotel (formerly Ramada Inn-
Hobby Airport). For reservations, call
Joyce Rhoden, 481-0869.

international Transportation Manage-
ment Asoclatlon: Meets the second
Wednesday of every month. For infor-
mation, call Theresa Garcia, 880-2042.

Marine Square Club of Houston: Meets
the second Wednesday of each month,
11:30 a.m. at Brady’s Landing.

National Association of Railway Busi-
ness Women: Meets the third Wednes-
day of each month. For information, call
Lois Dippel, 546-3341.

National Defense Transportation
Association: Meets the last Thursday of
each month, 11:30 a.m. at Kaphan’s. For
information, call Glenn Meadows,
468-4724.

Nautical Institute (Gulf Coast
Branch): Meets the second Tuesday of
each month at 6:30 p.m. at the offices of
American Bureau of Shipping, (ABS) ABS
Plaza, 16855 Northchase Drive, Houston.
For information, contact Jan Blaase,
488-5212.

Port of Houston Toastmasters: Meets
every Wednesday at noon at the
Houston International Seafarers Center.
For information, call Dolores Salinas,
670-2551.

Port Safety and Advisory Council:
Meets the first Thursday of alternating
months starting with January, 11:30 a.m.
at the International Seafarers Center at
the Port of Houston Authority’s Turning
Basin Terminal. For information or reser-
vations, call Eric Harvey, Lt. J.G.,
671-5105.

Texas A&M University Maritime
Association: Meets the fourth Wednes-
day of the month, 11:30 a.m. at Brady’s
Landing. For information, call Jim
Moore, 928-5010.

Texas Business Travel Association:
Meets the second Wednesday of each
month. For information, call TUna Ruf-
feno, 236-4079.

Transportation Club of Houston: Meets
the first Tuesday of each month, 11:30
a.m. at the Hyatt Regency Hotel
downtown. For information, call Tom
Cooney, 686-0050.

U.S. Merchant Marine Academy Alum-
ni Association, Houston Chapter:
Meets the first Thursday of each month,
11:30 a.m. at Brady’s Landing. For infor-
mation, call Bill Bowes, 451-2711.

Women’s Transportation Club of
Houston: Meets the second Monday of
each month, 5:30 p.m. at Steak and Ale,
Post Oak at Galleria. For information,
call Gina Zenor, 787-6313, or Linda
Romer, 580-0630.

TOUCH AND GO!
Don’t waste time waiting for the

container to be released.

Call before you goJ

678-7600
Container Inquiry System

Another customer service feature at the
Fentress Bracewell Barbours Cut Container Terminal

¯ Port of Houston Authority ¯



E. s. BINNINGS, INC.
TRANSPORTATION SPECIALISTS ¯ SHIP AGENTS ¯ STEVEDORES ¯ CONSULTANTS

1415 N. Loop West
Suite 1200

Houston, TX 77008
713-861-2772

228 St. Charles Ave.
724 Whitney Building

New Orleans, LA 70130
504-586-O700

3141 Hood St.
Suite 618

Dallas, TX 75219
214-528-3545

301 Washington Ave.
Suite 103

Memphis, TN 38103
901-527-6511

TOTAL PACKING, FORWARDING AND LOGISTICS SERVICES

¯ Ocean Freight Packing

¯ Ocean Freight Forwarding

¯ Container Stuffing & Car Loading

¯ Air Freight Packing

¯ Air Freight Forwarding

¯ Off Site Project Management/
Rig Movements

¯ Specialized Packing

¯ Full Service Travel Agency

¯ Complete Materials Handling
¯ Total Computer Control Purchase

Order Tracking

¯ International Procurement Services
¯ 8 Acre Complex, 100,000 Sq. Ft.

Warehouse

"IF THE SHIP CAN HAUL IT, WE CAN PACK 17TM

FOREIGN TRADE EXPORT PACKING CO.
1350 LATHROP, HOUSTON, TEXAS 77020
P.O. BOX 9189, HOUSTON, TEXAS 77261
(713) 672-8211 FAX (713) 671-6499
TELEX 790985 FORTREX HOU

FOREIGN TRAVEL SERVICE
1350 LATHROP, HOUSTON, TEXAS 77020
P.O. BOX 9189, HOUSTON, TEXAS 77261
(713) 671-6400 FAX (713)671-6499
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(Continued from Page 7)
also leased the former Omniport
facility, an automated cargo-hand-
ling operation at Jacintoport, to a
company that expects to bring new
business to the Port of Houston.
Looking Toward Mexico

When I speak to local groups
these days, I am often asked what
effect the North American Free
Trade Agreement (NAFTA) will have
on the Port of Houston. I believe
NAFTA will prove to be a major
benefit for our area, as it will lift
many trade restrictions and open up
trade activity with Mexico and
Canada.

Texas is Mexico’s largest trading
partner. Of the $30 billion in annual
U.S. exports to Mexico, 50% come
from Texas. What does that mean
to us? It means a lot in terms of
economic contributions; but most
importantly, it means jobs. It is
estimated that 22,000 jobs are
created for every $1 billion dollars
worth of exports. Houston is con-
nected to many Mexican cities by

road and rail, as well as oceangoing
vessels, so you can imagine the far-
reaching impact NAFTA will have
on the Houston area.

We promote the Port of Houston
in Mexico and other markets
through an aggressive marketing
program. In addition to conducting
Port Authority trade missions to
other nations, we participate in
trade initiatives and task forces
organized by the Greater Houston
Partnership and other local
organizations. We also have an ex-
cellent rapport with the many
foreign consulates and trade offices
in Houston. We believe these rela-
tionships are a critical part of our
marketing of the port.
Channel Improvements

I’d like to turn for a moment to
another subject that is vital to the
Port of Houston’s future -- the pro-
posal to widen and deepen the
Houston Ship Channel. As we
prepare for the future, we know
that in order to stay competitive,
the Port of Houston must be able to
move the biggest and the best of
cargoes while maintaining safety. A

COASTAL CARGO TEXAS, INC.

IlNI~

deeper, wider channel would ac-
commodate vessels that are larger
or more fully laden, thereby reduc-
ing shippers’ unit transportation
costs. Widening the channel also
would enhance safety by increasing
the distance between passing ships.

Since early 1990, the Port
Authority has been part of an in-
teragency team whose sole purpose
is to address environmental issues
related to the channel improvement
project. After two years of research,
meetings and public hearings, the
team has produced a plan proposing
beneficial uses for the dredged
materials that would result from the
channel improvements. The plan
calls for the creation of nearly 6,000
acres of marsh, bird islands and
boater destination islands to
enhance sport and commercial
fishing and provide shoreline ero-
sion protection.

It is important to note that the
work of this unusual alliance of en-
vironmental agencies, community
groups and port and industry
representatives was guided by three

(Continued on Page 15)

I
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ROP
Coastal Cargo Texas accesses full service private terminals at the Port of Houston
offering shippers and carriers competitive advantages that are unique to the region:

¯ Highly experienced and efficient work force.
¯ Productive breakbulk capabilities.
¯ Heavy lift handling facilities.

Coastal Cargo Texas, Inc.

Stevedores
A Jackson Kearney Group Company

13609 Industrial Road
Houston, TX 77015

713-455-6092, FAX: 713-455-3597
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Tips on Trade with Mexico

nvironmental tech-
nology is fast be-
coming one of the
hottest industries for

foreign companies wanting to
do business in Mexico, a Hous-
ton consultant says.

"In terms of modern environ-
mental technology, the Mex-
icans are right in line with the
state of California, which is the
most progressive in the world,"
says Hilmar Zeissig, president of
Houston International Business
Corp.

Zeissig serves as a consultant to
the German and Mexican govern-
ments, the United Nations and the
World Bank for several energy and
environmental projects in Mexico
and Central America. He also is co-
founder and executive vice presi-
dent of Natural Reserves Group
Inc., a Houston-based domestic oil
and gas exploration and produc-
tion company.

He spoke during a recent Gal-
leria Area Chamber of Commerce
seminar titled "Everything You
Wanted to Know About NAFTA
But Didn’t Know Who To Ask."
NAFTA is the acronym for the
North American Free Trade
Agreement.
Pollution Issues

Critics of NAFTA have expressed
concern about Mexico’s handling
of its pollution problems. Mexico
has had a national environmental
law since 1988, but the govern-
ment did not enforce the law at
first, Zeissig said. Now the Mex-
ican government has become
much stricter about enforcing en-
vironmental regulations. Mexican
President Carlos Salinas has
enlisted a team of international
consultants from the world’s

leading industrialized nations to
help Mexico deal with its air and
water pollution and toxic waste
problems. Mexico offers "tremen-
dous opportunities" for foreign
businesses involved in environ-
mental technology and environ-
mental equipment, Zeissig says.

"Pollution in Mexico is not a
problem you can resolve," Zeissig
said. "This is a problem you can
stop from increasing."

The Germans helped Mexico
develop a vehicle inspection
system whose standards can be
matched by only four U.S. states,
Zeissig said. As a result, Mexico is
upgrading its taxi and bus fleets to
meet the new standards. Mexico
imports a great deal of unleaded
fuel from the United States
because the c.ountry lacks
refineries suitable for producing
unleaded fuel.
Know the Culture

Another speaker at the seminar,
Leopoldo Vazquez, urged seminar
participants to become familiar
with Mexico and its culture before
attempting to do business there.
Vazquez is vice president and

general manager of Vertek In-
dustrial Supply Inc.

"It is important to understand
the strategic issues involved in
establishing a business presence

in Mexico," he said.
Vazquez recommends that in-

dividuals who want to do busi-
ness in Mexico must understand
Mexicans’ expectations and ways
of life, such as the Spanish
language and difference in

business hours. It is important to
allow extra time for business ap-
pointments because Mexicans are
more relaxed about time, he said.
Also, it is helpful to become

knowledgeable about the Mexican
bureaucracy.
Top Opportunities

Industries presenting the most
opportunities in Mexico include
energy, computers, telecom-
munications, fishing, ports, min-
ing, medical equipment, en-
vironmental services, agriculture
and a wide variety of consumer
products industries.

Rob Andrews, western sales
manager for the Port of Houston
Authority, provided the seminar
audience with an overview of
NAFTA and the port’s relationship
with Mexico and Canada. Mexico
is Texas’ largest export market,
receiving $9.7 billion worth of
Texas products in 1990. During
that same year, Canada ranked sec-
ond with $2.4 billion in exports.
Mexico was the Port of Houston’s
second-largest trading partner in
1992.

NAFTA will create a "mega-mar-
ket" of 363 million consumers,
Andrews said.

"This has raised fears, especially
in the European Community and
the Asian Rim, that we are ac-
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Ships such as this TMM (Mexican Line) vessel provide an important link between the Port 
Houston and Mexico. Mexico is Texas’ largest import market and also is the Port of Houston’s
second-largest trading partner.

celerating toward large protec-
tionist blocs," he said. "It is my
opinion, however, that reduction
of tariff rules between bloc members
will accelerate trade rather than
regulate it. More importantly, the
agreement contains the elements
needed to further stimulate trade be-
tween the three nations."
NAFTA Benefits

Some NAFTA critics contend the
agreement will result in job loss for
U.S. workers, yet Mexican maquila-
dora manufacturing facilities bought
more than $10 million worth of
U.S.-made components in 1990, sup-
porting about 220,000 U.S. jobs.
The Institute for International
Economics predicts that increased
exports resulting from NAFTA will
create U.S. jobs. Furthermore, U.S.
consumers may see prices of some
products and manufactured goods
drop once NAFTA is in place.

Major benefits of NAFTA will in-
clude: elimination of all tariffs on
industrial and agricultural goods
produced by NAFTA partners; im-
proved U.S. access to the Mexican
and Canadian service markets;
phasing out of restrictions on

North American-made autos; im-
proved access to Mexico for U.S.
agricultural exports; and increased
protection for U.S. copyrights,
trademarks and patents. NAFTA
also will establish a forum for set-
tling trade disputes and outline re-
quirements for limiting pollution.

Andrews said the enormity of the
agreement has prompted wide-

spread speculation about its effects.
"I was unable to ascertain the

exact number of pages currently in
the agreement and its addendum, but
the last revision I saw was approxi-
mately 3 feet high," he said. "With
an agreement of that magnitude, it
generally suggests that few people
have read it in its entirety, and
even fewer grasp the specifics." []
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Hollywood Marine Meets
Hollywood Marine Inc. recently be-

came the first U.S.-flag shipping com-
pany to receive certification under the
ISO 9000 series of international quality
standards.

ABS Quality Evaluations Inc., an in-
ternational recognized registrar of ISO
9000 quality systems, awarded Hous-
ton-based Hollywood Marine the
certification.

Hollywood Marine is one of the

ISO 9002 Standard
largest tank barge companies in the
United States. The company’s 600 em-
ployees operate a fleet of more than
225 tank barges of 100 towboats serv-
ing the petrochemical, LPG, black oil
and ship bunkering markets.

ISO 9000 is a series of quality stan-
dards published in 1987 by the Inter-
national Organization for Standardiza-
tion in Geneva. ISO 9000 is accepted
as the national standard in more

All forms of specialized transportation services

¯ 500 Ton Derrick Barge ¯ 36 Lines Nicolas Transporters
With A 972 Ton Capacity

¯ Ship Channel Facility With
Rail Access

¯ 34 Lines Goldhofer
Transporters with a 1,140
Ton Capacity

~iIA"AOL’NG JOBOF THE YEAR
-- 1990 --

Joe D. Hughes
OA Halliburton Company

P.O. Box 96469
Houston, Texas

77213-6469
Fax: 713-450-8828

14035 Industrial Road
Houston, Texas 77015
713-450-8888
1-800-231-0527

than 50 countries, including all of
Europe and the Americas. The
specific standard that applies to
Hollywood Marine is ISO 9002.
A Permanent Commitment

"We made the commitment to ISO
9000 over a year ago and have been
intensely involved in preparing for
our certification audit for the past
eight months," said Berdon Lawrence,
president of Hollywood Marine.

ABS Quality Evaluations Inc. and
its quality mark are part of the
130-year tradition of the American
Bureau of Shipping, one of the
world’s leading marine classification
societies and a longstanding propo-
nent of quality assurance in the
marine industry.

Pharmacy Owners
Win Chamber Award

Gregory and Debra Porter,
owners of Professional Discount
Pharmacy Marine Medical Unit,
recently were named Business Per-
sons of the Year by the Texas City-
La Marque Chamber of Commerce.

The Porters received the award for
their part in revitalizing and expand-
ing business in the U.S. Gulf area.

In addition to the pharmacy, the
Porters own Professional Drug Screen-
ing Inc. and Express Tax Service.
Education and Memberships

Gregory Porter graduated from
Samford University in 1981 with a
bachelor of science degree in phar-
macy, chemistry and biology.
Debra, his wife, received a bachelor
of science degree and a master’s
degree in economics from Auburn
University in 1981 and a master’s
degree in accounting from the
University of Houston in 1988.

The Porters are charter members
of the Freeport Propeller Club and
also are members of the Texas City-
La Marque, La Marque, Mainland
and Hitchcock chambers of Com-
merce. Gregory Porter also is a
member of the Galveston Propeller
Club and the American, Texas and
Galveston pharmaceutical associa-
tions. Debra Porter is a member of
the Alabama Academy of Sciences,
American Business Women’s Associa-
tion and the La Marque Chamber.

14



Holmes
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(Continued from Page 11)
primary principles: (1) that dredged
material is a potentially valuable
resource; (2) developing an en-
vironmentally feasible disposal plan
is intrinsic to the final approval of
this project; and (3) any plan for the
disposal of dredged materials must
have long-term environmental
benefits for the Galveston Bay
system.

I have outlined for you here just a
few of the most important "current
events" at the Port of Houston. As
you can see, the Port of Houston
plays an integral role in the com-
munity’s economic development. As
we move into the next century, the
Port of Houston will continue to
serve as a catalyst for trade and
economic growth. []

PORT DATA
More than 200 liner services call
regularly at the Port of Houston, pro-
viding easy access to more than 250
ports around the world.

FOR SALE
124,700 SQ. FT. WAREHOUSE
1225 PORT HOUSTON AVE.

¯ 5.2 Acres of Land ¯ 10 Truck Doors¯ Rail Served - H.B.&T. ¯ 8 Rail Doors
¯ 108,000 Sq. Ft. ¯ 30 Ft. Column Spacing
¯ Tiltwall, Dock High ¯ 16,700 Sq. Ft. Metal Const.
¯ 16-20 Ft. Clear Height ¯ 20 Ft. Eave Height
¯ Sprinklered ¯ 2 Grade Level Truck Doors
¯ 10,000 Sq. Ft. Approx. Office ¯ Fenced

PRICE: $1,250,000

JERRY CRAWFORD
CRAWFORD INTERESTS

667-0917

We Take
The ~li~stery
Out
Shipping

For nearly 90 years, there
has been a Biehl shipping agency,
quietly serving ship owners, charterers
and shippers. We’ve seen it all, and we
have solved some pretty esoteric prob-
lems for our clients. Whether you face
a logistics problem involving one container or
project cargoes, let us serve your transportation
needs through any of these lines:

¯ Columbus Line
¯ Maragua Line
¯ National Shipping Co. of Saudi Arabia
¯ America-Africa-Europe Line
¯ Compagnie Nationale Algerienne

de Navigation

¯ Navfnter Line
¯ Transnave Line
¯ Polish Ocean Lines
¯ Hinode Line
¯ Alianca Line
¯ DNOL

~~BIEHL & CO., INC.

5200 Hollister Road
Houston, TX 77040
(713) 690-7200 Main Fax: (713) 895-3090
Main Telex: 794220 or 166129

@uiiii;o,tShip Agencies Network
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Sid Lefkowitz,
Registered Pharmacist

The pharmacy in the gulf coast certified by the Directorate of
Public Health of NORWAY to inspect Norwegian Vessels.

¯ LABELING IN NORWEGIAN, ENGLISH or SPANISH

¯ MEDICAL CERTIFICATES FOR NORWEGIAN,

LIBERIAN, PANAMANIAN, U.S. and BRITISH VESSELS

¯ FREE INSPECTION ¯ REASONABLE PRICES

¯ FAST DELIVERY- 24 HOURS, 7 DAYS A WEEK

Servicing Houston, Galveston, Texas City, Freeport
and offshore for over 26 years

923-5959 o 771-6455
6802 NAVIGATION ° HOUSTON, TEXAS 77011

Eemtrans USA Opens
Houston Warehouse

Eemtrans (USA) Ltd. has opened 
warehouse operation near the Port
of Houston Authority’s Turning
Basin Terminal.

Eemtrans is located at 9111
Glesby, Houston, Texas 77029. The
telephone number is (713)
670-2311, and the Fax number is
(713) 670-2327.

Eemtrans is part of a Dutch group
with similar operations in Rotter-
dam and Manchester. The company
offers warehousing services to
NVOCCs, freight forwarders, ship-
pers and receivers.
Fully Bonded

The Houston facility is a fully
bonded warehouse featuring 20,000
square feet of space on 2.5 acres of
land. The warehouse has five doors,
six cargo bays and a ramp for
unloading and loading both trailers
and containers. The warehouse also
has full computerized cargo-tracing
capabilities and can provide
customers with daily status reports.

"Inventive & Creative"
¢~1 DAVENPORT MAMMOET can offer you
something much more advanced for moving
your cargo. Our self-propelled modular
transporters (SPMT) are capable of doing the
most complicated maneuvering the easy way -
without additional trucks or winches! These
SPMT’s can also load and unload themselves
independently. This gives you considerable
savings in operation time and costs.
Additional services like hydraulic lifting,
jacking and skidding are also available to you.
DAVENPORT MAMMOET offers you
something new in specialized transportation.

DAVENPORT
MAMMOET

HEAVY TRANSPOR1; INC.
Houston, TX

713-369-2200
800-767-HAUL (4285)
Telefax 713-369-2099
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Turning Basin
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(Continued from Page 3)
meter. The unit was one of the world’s
largest boilers to be shipped complete-
ly assembled. It departed the Turning
Basin Terminal in May for its ultimate
destination, Perm, Russia.

Then there was the time a ship-
per needed to move a 415-ton
spool of industrial cable through the
terminal. The spool measured
38 feet wide and 32 feet high, and
the cable was 36,000 feet long. The
Port Authority permitted the ship-
per to widen the gate to the ter-
minal and Wharf 32 so the immense
reel could be accommodated. The
spool was hauled to the Turning
Basin Terminal aboard a 128-wheel
flatbed trailer. A second large spool
moved through the terminal in May.

Other recent shipments that
demonstrate the Turning Basin Ter-
minal’s flexibility include two large
luxury yachts, a 126-ton heat ex-
change unit, shredded tire chips,
modular offices, household military
goods, bagged rice, dry milk and
guar gum.
Well Maintained Facilities

The key ingredient to any ver-
satile terminal is well-maintained
facilities. That’s why approximately
$13.7 million of the 1993 budget
for the terminal has been earmarked
for capital projects. Projects already
in progress or slated for the near
future include the rehabilitation of
railroad trackage, replacement of
the roof at Transit Sheds 9 and 10,
and repair of the fender system at
Wharves 26 through 28. Standard
rail at Wharves 23 to 31 is being
replaced with concrete-encased
tracks, which don’t protrude from
the pavement, giving truck traffic
more room in which to maneuver.
Work is under way on the struc-
tural deck at Wharf 16, which is be-
ing upgraded to handle heavier
loads. Last year, PHA employees
built two ramps connecting Wharf 8
with the adjacent marshaling area so
the wharf can accommodate project
cargo and steel.

As for the long term, the Port
Authority is planning to add a sec-
ond traveling container crane at the
terminal. Use of the terminal’s ex-
isting crane, which serves Wharves

(Continued on Page 25)

When your stevedore is Fairway,

you’ll look like a million bucks

every time. ¯

Remember how bad that other

stevedore made you look? Stowage

~
was terrible; cargo was damaged.

And your profit vanished.

Fairway’s professionals know

how much you count on them.

They get the job done right, every

time. And you know how that

makes you look. ¯

FAIRWAY ¯
TERMINAL N

Your ¯ Full ¯ Service ¯ Stevedore
8222 Manchester ¯ Houslon, Texas
713-928-3330 ¯ Fax 713-928 6574
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Houstonians Visit Bolivian Cities
sion conducted as part of the
Houston International Initiatives
program, which was established to
help Houston companies interested
in doing business in Latin America.

Representatives from 16 com-
panies, the Port of Houston
Authority, Houston’s Department of
Aviation and the Interamerican
Chamber of Commerce in Houston
participated in the Bolivia trip. The

A delegation of 33 Houstonians
recently traveled to Santa Cruz,
Cochabamba, and La Paz, Bolivia, in
search of new business oppor-
tunities. The group was headed by
Houston City Council Member
Eleanor Tinsley, Bolivian Am-
bassador Jorge Crespo Velasco and
Bolivian Consul General Norah
Walker.

The trip was the 18th trade mis-

~ SUPERIOR (EXPORT) PACKING INC.
Industrial Export Crating ¯ Totally Computerized

U.S. Customs Bonded Warehouse ° 13+ Acre Crating Facility

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 15641 - Houston, Texas 77220-5641
Delivery Address: 200 Emile Street ° Houston, Texas 77020

Tel. (713) 674-7373 ̄ FAX (713) 674-8730

businesses represented oil and gas,
chemical, computer and tourism-
related companies.
Mission Results

"In addition to the business
generated by the mission par-
ticipants, the Engineering Society in
La Paz gave a $15 million bridge
proposal to our delegation to
deliver to the Engineering Society
of Houston to distribute to Houston
engineering firms that would be in-
terested in the job," said Tinsley.

Each member of the Houston
delegation had numerous one-on-
one prearranged business meetings
while in Bolivia.

"This trade mission was the most
successful business trip I have been
on," said one delegate, Roland
Teoh of EMC Monitors. "This pro-
gram is perfect for small to
medium-size companies because it
introduces them to a country and
reputable business people who are
interested in doing business with
Houstonians."
Cosponsors

Cosponsors of the Bolivia trade
mission were the Interamerican
Chamber of Commerce, University
of Houston’s International Trade
Center, the Bolivian embassy and
the consul general of Bolivia.

Future Houston International Ini-
tiatives trade missions include a trip
to Chile this month and a mission to
Costa Rica in August. For more in-
formation about the program, call
(713) 247-2915.

Peter Carter Joins
Holman Shipping

Peter Carter recently joined the
steamship agency of Holman Ship-
ping Inc. in Houston as tanker
operations manager.

Carter has 13 years’ experience in
the marine industry, having handled
vessels that carry automobiles,
bagged commodities, bulk grain,
chemicals, liquefied petroleum gas
and crude oil.

Holman Shipping has grown
steadily since it opened for business
five years ago.
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